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Comments Received 
on the Southeast Issaquah Bypass Draft EIS 
This volume includes copies of the written comments and public hearing testimony received 
on the Southeast Issaquah Bypass Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) issued in 
June 2000.  Because the project has changed substantially since issuance of the DEIS, 
most of the specific questions and issues raised by these comments are not relevant to the 
current project design.  Broad issues such as impacts on water quality, wetlands, schools, 
air quality, and noise are addressed in the analysis presented in the Draft Supplemental EIS 
(DSEIS) and its Technical Appendices, as those issues relate to the current design.  
General responses to each of the agency letters are provided on the following pages. 

This volume also provides general responses to the individual letters that raised questions for 
which direct responses may not be apparent in the DSEIS.  A separate formal public comment 
period is being held for new comments on the analysis presented in the Southeast Issaquah 
Bypass DSEIS, and for new comments on the current project design.  The date and time for 
this hearing is identified in the SEPA Fact Sheet at the front of the DSEIS document.  
Comments received on the DSEIS will be addressed in the Final EIS for this project.  
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Responses to June 2000 Draft EIS Comment Letters 
 
 
General Responses to Agency Letters 
 
Department of Ecology (8/14/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following sections 
of this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter: Alternatives  (Chapter 2), Wetlands, 
Floodplains, Water Quality, and Hydrologic Systems (Chapter 4).  Proposed mitigation 
measures are also identified in each of these elements. 

Regarding potential speculative development, planned development considered under 
cumulative impacts analysis is based on information provided by the City of Issaquah and 
King County.  Each of the major development projects considered have been evaluated by 
project-specific environmental impact statements and are under varying degrees of on-going 
development. In addition, an environmental impact statement is currently being prepared for 
the largest project immediately adjacent to the proposed Southeast Bypass roadway, the 
Park Pointe development. Therefore, this development is not considered speculative and 
was anticipated within the City’s comprehensive plan, consistent with growth management 
guidelines. 

Under concurrency requirements of the statewide Growth Management Act, cities must 
identify expected development within their jurisdiction and plan transportation improvements 
to serve the expected rate of growth based on this development.  The proposed Southeast 
Bypass arterial is intended to provide one component of the necessary transportation 
improvements required by the city to serve future development.  Based on current levels of 
development and projects expected to be completed within the cumulative impacts area 
defined for this analysis, additional capacity will be needed throughout the city to meet future 
travel demands. 

 

Washington Fish and Wildlife (8/14/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following sections 
of this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Alternatives (Chapter 2) Wetlands, 
Fisheries, and Floodplains (Chapter 4). 

 
Washington Department of Natural Resources (8/15/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following sections 
of this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Recreation section under Social 
Elements and Land Use (Chapter 4), and Section 4f evaluation (Chapter 6). 
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Environmental Protection Agency (8/28/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following sections 
of this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Purpose and Need (Chapter 1), 
Alternatives and Traffic Analysis (Chapter 2), Affected Environment (Chapter 3), 
Floodplains, Hydrologic Systems, Water Quality, Schools under Social Elements, Land Use, 
Air Quality, Vegetation and Wildlife, and Fisheries (Chapter 4). 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife (9/14/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following sections 
of this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Alternatives (Chapter 2), Floodplains, 
Hydrologic Systems, Water Quality, Wetlands, Vegetation and Wildlife, Fisheries, 
Threatened and Endangered Species, Historic and Cultural Resources, and Recreation 
(Chapter 4), Section 4(f) evaluation (Chapter 6).   

 
Issaquah Parks and Recreation (8/14/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following sections 
of this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter: Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities section 
under Social Elements, Recreation, and Vegetation and Wildlife (Chapter 4), and Section 
4(f) evaluation (Chapter) 6.   

Alternative 4 is no longer the preliminary preferred alternative in this DSEIS and the South B 
alignment has been dropped from further consideration.  Alternative 6 is now identified as 
the preliminary preferred alternative and includes the South C alignment in the southern 
project area.  The South C alignment would have far fewer impacts on the natural 
environment and would avoid many of the issues raised under the former South B approach.   

The cumulative impacts study area has been modified in the DSEIS.  Although a number of 
potential projects have been identified within the cumulative impacts section, detailed 
information has not been obtained to allow a quantitative analysis within each individual 
element.  The DSEIS does, however, include new discussions of cumulative impacts in many 
of the environmental elements, providing additional analysis of these potential impacts.   

 
Puget Sound Regional Council (8/14/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following section of 
this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Alternatives (Chapter 2) and Land Use 
(Chapter 4). 
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Issaquah School District (8/14/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following sections 
of this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Alternatives (Chapter 2), Noise, Land 
Use, and Recreation section under Social Elements (Chapter 4). 

 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services  (8/15/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following sections 
of this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Water Quality and Hydrological 
Systems (Chapter 4). 

 
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe (8/15/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following sections 
of this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Alternatives (Chapter 2), Hydrologic 
Systems, Floodplains, Water Quality, Wetlands, Vegetation and Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Threatened and Endangered Species (Chapter 4). 

 
 
 
General Responses to Selected Individual Letters 
 
Letter from John MacDuff (7/6/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  State and local agencies will 
make the final decision regarding issuance of permits for the proposed project.  Information 
provided in this DSEIS will be used in determining whether the City of Issaquah has met 
appropriate conditions for issuance of all permits necessary for the proposed roadway 
construction.   

 
Letter from John MacDuff (7/7/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Chapter 6 of the DSEIS includes 
additional information regarding public comments on the Southeast Bypass project.  The 
summary of comments included in the Draft EIS was provided to indicate the nature of 
comments received on the proposed project during the six-year history of the project, 
without necessitating reprinting each letter.  Federal regulations allow such summarization 
to prevent EIS documents from becoming overly long in length (Code of Federal 
Regulations [40 CFR 1500.4]).  This DSEIS does contain a copy of each letter received 
during the formal comment period on the Draft EIS in a separate volume, and new 
environmental analysis is provided throughout this document.    
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Letter from Larry Franks (7/24/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes in 
the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS. The following sections of 
this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Alternatives and Traffic Analysis (Chapter 2). 

Regarding regional cooperation, the City of Issaquah sponsored a series of High Capacity 
Transit workshops in late 1997 and early 1998 attended by city, county and regional transit 
officials.  The HCT workshops were intended, in part, to address regional concerns for 
transit service in the Issaquah area.  The Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the 
Southeast Issaquah Bypass was prepared in cooperation with King County, as has been 
this Draft Supplemental EIS.  Issaquah has continually participated in commute trip 
reduction, growth management, and land use planning efforts that require regional 
cooperation.  The City remains committed to working with adjacent jurisdictions in seeking 
appropriate regional solutions to multi-jurisdictional issues in east King County and beyond.   

 
Letter from Jim Brady (8/1/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following sections 
of this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Alternatives (Chapter 2), Vegetation 
and Wildlife, Recreation section under Social Elements, and Visual Quality (Chapter 4). 

The locations of each of the proposed build alternatives have been identified on engineering 
alignment drawings that include detailed survey and topographic information.  Extensive 
field visits, combined with ground-level and aerial photographs of the project area, have 
assisted EIS contributors in determining potential impacts of the proposed project without 
the need for additional field marking of each route.   

The environmental analysis for the South SPAR and Sunset Interchange project was 
provided in a separate document because the improvements associated with that work were 
identified as an independent project.  The cumulative impacts section of Chapter 4 in this 
Draft Supplemental EIS addresses the potential combined impacts from the South 
SPAR/Sunset Interchange project and those of the Southeast Bypass project. 

 
Letter from Rhys A. Sterling (7/17/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS. The following sections of 
this DSEIS addresses issues identified in this letter:  Floodplains, and Hydrologic Systems 
(Chapter 4).  

This letter presents considerable flood data prepared by the author, most of which is in 
connection to site-specific information on his client’s property.  This data is not reprinted 
here.  Since completion of the Draft EIS, a new study of the floodplain within the city was 
conducted by Montgomery Water Group, including new floodplain mapping.  The analysis in 
this DSEIS is consistent with this new material and the Floodplains and Hydrologic Systems 
section of this document reflect consideration of this recent data.      
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Letter from Robert Rakita (8/4/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following sections 
of this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Hydrologic Systems, Water Quality, 
and Geology and Soils, (Chapter 4).   

The Geology and Soils Technical Report prepared for the Draft EIS in 1998 does not verify 
the conditions described in the 1978 study to which the writer refers.  Geologic borings were 
conducted, and test pits were also used, to determine existing conditions in the Southeast 
Bypass area for the 1998 study. 

 
Letter from Virginia Blodgett (8/11/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following sections 
of this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Alternatives (Chapter 2) Water Quality, 
Hydrologic Systems, and Noise (Chapter 4).  

The proposed project’s previous connection nearest 238th Way SE, the South B alignment, 
has been dropped from further consideration.  Impacts for the new South A alignment, which 
is further removed from 238th Way SE than the former South B alignment, are described in 
this DSEIS. 

 
Letter from Linda N. Souma (8/1/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following section of 
this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Alternatives (Chapter 2). 

Through a series of meetings held in summer 1997, it was determined that each of the 
Issaquah area projects would have independent utility, and therefore, would be subject to 
separate environmental review.  These meetings, attended by Issaquah, Washington State 
Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, and project consultant team 
members, resulted in agreement that independent review should proceed (Position Paper 
on Segmentation, May 14, 1997; Meeting Notes with FHWA dated August 5 and September 
9, 1997). This was determined to be true for all three Issaquah-area projects.  The North 
SPAR project would exist even if the South SPAR project had not been built, and it would 
still serve the Issaquah Highlands development.  The South SPAR project was considered 
dependent on the I-90 Sunset Interchange and that is why those two projects were linked in 
a single environmental impact statement.  The South SPAR/Sunset Interchange project, 
however, was not considered dependent on construction of the Southeast Issaquah Bypass 
or the North SPAR project.  Finally, the Southeast Issaquah Bypass is not considered 
dependent on either of the SPAR projects, nor the I-90 Sunset Interchange Improvements.  

Since issuance of the Southeast Bypass Draft EIS, both the North SPAR and South 
SPAR/Sunset Interchange projects have been completed and are serving local traffic needs 
as intended. Therefore, even if the proposed Southeast Bypass project is not constructed, 
these two projects will continue to function as designed.   
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Letter from Connie Marsh (8/7/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes in 
the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS. The following sections of 
this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Alternatives and Traffic Analysis (Chapter 2) 
Land Use, Noise, Visual Quality, Economics, Floodplains, Hydrologic Systems, and Wetlands. 

To date, negotiations with permitting agencies have occurred through the Interagency 
Merger Agreement review process.  Coordination with signatory agencies to this agreement 
is described in Chapter 2 and Chapter 6 of this DSEIS.  Signatory agencies have provided 
input and guidance with respect to project purpose and need, alternatives considered, and 
project design, but no agency has formally “rejected” the proposed project.  Federal, state, 
and local agencies will make final decisions regarding permit requests for the proposed 
project, and the City of Issaquah will make the final decision for, or against, construction of 
the proposed Southeast Bypass arterial roadway. 

 
Letter from John C. McCullough (8/14/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following sections 
of this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Alternatives (Chapter 2), Land Use, 
Wetlands, and Floodplains (Chapter 4).   

The proposed Southeast Bypass would include a berm along its eastern side under Alternatives 
3 and 4, which would pass immediately adjacent to the shooting range. Shooting activities at the 
range are oriented in an easterly direction, away from the proposed roadway.  The proposed 
berm would provide an additional level of protection for drivers using the Southeast Bypass 
arterial.  If it becomes apparent during design that unanticipated conflicts between the range and 
the proposed roadway could occur, other safety measures, such as walls or added landscaping, 
may be considered adjacent to the roadway. 

 
Letter from Terrie Thomson (8/15/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  Alternative 4 is no 
longer proposed as the preliminary preferred alternative.  Presently, Alternative 6 has been 
designated the preliminary preferred alternative and the new design under that alternative 
would include the North C and South C alignments.  The proposed project alternatives are 
described in more detail in this DSEIS in the Alternatives discussion (Chapter 2).  

 
Letter from John MacDuff (8/13/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  The proposed Southeast 
Issaquah Bypass project is identified in the City’s comprehensive land use plan and has also 
been included in King County and Puget Sound Regional Council documents identifying 
proposed projects in the Issaquah area.  

The Southeast Bypass project is currently undergoing environmental review, and this DSEIS 
presents additional information on the project.  This information will be used by the City of 
Issaquah in making its final decision regarding construction of the proposed roadway.  
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Presently, no permits for the project have been issued.  If the city decides to build the Southeast 
Bypass project, applications for construction permits, and other permits associated with the 
project, would be made after project approval and prior to project construction.  

 
Letter from Save Lake Sammamish (8/8/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  The following sections 
of this DSEIS address issues identified in this letter:  Traffic Analysis and Alternatives 
(Chapter 2), Water Quality, Hydrologic Systems, Floodplains, Vegetation and Wildlife, 
Fisheries, Air Quality, and Wetlands (Chapter 4). 

A preliminary preferred alternative, Alternative 4, was identified throughout Chapter 4 of the 
Draft EIS.  This DSEIS presently identifies Alternative 6 as the preliminary preferred 
alternative for the project, however the southern alignment under this alternative has 
changed to include the new South C alignment.  Chapter 2 of this DSEIS provides more 
detail on the proposed project alternatives.   

 
Letter from Issaquah Environmental Council (8/14/00) 
Response to Comments:  Thank you for your comments.  Because of significant changes 
in the proposed project design since completion of the Draft EIS, new analysis of potential 
environmental impacts is presented in this Draft Supplemental EIS.  This letter contained 
reprints of numerous newspaper articles, letters to the editor, and other comments on the 
Southeast Issaquah Bypass project over the past several years.  That material is not 
reproduced here, however issues raised in press coverage and editorial comments are 
addressed throughout this SDEIS document. 
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Note:  A total of 99 individual, pre-printed postcards 
containing this message were received on the Draft EIS.   
 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 141 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



  

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 142 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



  

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 143 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 

 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 144 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 
 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 145 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 

 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 146 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 

 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 147 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 

 
 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 148 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 

 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 149 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 

 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 150 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 

 
 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 151 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



  

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 152 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 

 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 153 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



  

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 154 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 

 

 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 155 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 

 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 156 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 
 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 157 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 

 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 158 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 

 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 159 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 

 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 160 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 
 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 161 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 
 
 

 
 

Note:  Included with this letter were copies of 
numerous newspaper articles, letters to the editor, and 
other comments on the Southeast Issaquah Bypass 
project from the past several years.  That material is not 
reproduced here, however, the issues raised in press 
coverage and editorial comments are addressed by the 
analysis presented in the Southeast Issaquah Bypass 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement.     

 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 162 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 
 
 

Public Hearing Transcripts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass 
Draft Supplemental EIS 

 

 



 
       1                         CITY OF ISSAQUAH  
              
       2                       in cooperation with  
                                           
       3                         KING COUNTY and  
 
       4          WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  
 
       5    __________________________________________________________  
 
       6                    SOUTHEAST ISSAQUAH BYPASS  
 
       7               DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT  
 
       8                   PUBLIC HEARING: IDAHO FORMAT  
 
       9    __________________________________________________________  
 
      10                                                             
              
      11      
              
      12                          August 1, 2000  
                                           
      13                            5:00 p.m.  
              
      14                  205 Mountain Park Boulevard SW  
                               Issaquah, Washington  
      15      
              
      16      
              
      17      
              
      18      
                            JACQUELINE L. BELLOWS, CCR  
      19                          Court Reporter  
 
      20     
 
      21     
 
      22     
 
      23     
 
      24     
 
      25     
 
                       Van Pelt, Corbett & Associates 
               101 Yesler Way 505 * Seattle, WA * 206-682-9339 

 
 
 
                                                                      2 

                         Draft EIS HEARING, 8/1/99  
 
       1                I N D E X   O F   S P E A K E R S  
 
       2                                                      Page  
                                                              ----  
       3      
            Constance Leahy ----------------------------------  4  
       4      
            David Lutz --------------------------------------- 11  
       5      
            Kristine Adair ----------------------------------- 14  
       6      
            David Edfeldt ------------------------------------ 18  
       7      
            Claire Hayes ------------------------------------- 34  
       8      
            Jackie Thomas ------------------------------------ 42  
       9      
            Kaye Gates --------------------------------------- 44  
      10      
            Douglas Pater ------------------------------------ 47  
      11      
            John Koehler ------------------------------------- 51  
      12      
            Martha Willerd ----------------------------------- 53  
      13      
            Bob Faucett -------------------------------------- 56  
      14      
            Mary Chirkis ------------------------------------- 60  
      15      
 
      16     
 
      17     
 
      18     
 
      19     
 
      20     
 
      21     
 
      22     
 
      23     
 
      24     
 
      25     
 
                       Van Pelt, Corbett & Associates 
               101 Yesler Way 505 * Seattle, WA * 206-682-9339 

 
 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 163 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 
                                                                      3 
                         Draft EIS HEARING, 8/1/99  
 
       1      
              
       2                           APPEARANCES  
              
       3      
            Moderator:  
       4      
                                  BOB BROCK  
       5                          Public Works Director  
                                  City of Issaquah  
       6                          Public Works/Engineering Department  
                                  1775 12th Ave. NW  
       7                          Issaquah, Washington 98027  
              
       8                               
              
       9      
              
      10    Court Reporter:       JACQUELINE L. BELLOWS  
                                  VAN PELT, CORBETT & ASSOCIATES  
      11                          101 Yesler Way, Suite 505  
                                  Seattle, WA 98104  
      12      
              
      13                       * * * * * * * * * *   
              
      14     
 
      15     
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       1                   STATEMENT BY CONSTANCE LEAHY  
 
       2                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  I live about four miles  
 
       3               south of town, just off the Hobart Road; and I  
 
       4               don't feel that the EIS addresses any issues in  
 
       5               the Hobart Valley whatsoever.  We are already  
 
       6               choked with traffic.  Having a bypass with  
 
       7               three stoplights on it isn't going to help.   
 
       8               You know, if you build it, they will come.  So  
 
       9               there will be more traffic.    
 
      10                    I'm extremely concerned about getting  
 
      11               garbage trucks again.  We had them before, some  
 
      12               years ago.  It was awful.  The noise was  
 
      13               horrendous.  Just imagine getting stuck behind  
 
      14               one on a hot summer's day.  We don't need that.   
 
      15               I feel the noise also will affect the high  
 
      16               school and the Lake Tradition Plateau.  We're  
 
      17               supposed to be the trail head city.  What good  
 
      18               is a trail head with traffic roaring by right  
 
      19               next to it.    
 
      20                    I'm worried about the air.  The air in the  
 
      21               Hobart Valley, are you familiar with it?  
 
      22                    MR. BROCK:  I've not been here more than a  
 
      23               year.  I'm somewhat familiar with it.  
 
      24                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  Okay.  Tiger Mountain  
 
      25               and Squak Mountain are very close together.   
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       1               It's a narrow valley.  The air quality there is  
 
       2               poor.  We get winds from the south.  We get God  
 
       3               knows what.  We don't have good air.  Heavy  
 
       4               truck traffic is going make it much, much  
 
       5               worse.    
 
       6                    Water -- we all have wells.  What is all  
 
       7               this paving going to do to the aquifer?  We're  
 
       8               very concerned.  Also the EIS states that  
 
       9               fertilizer and pesticides will be used  
 
      10               sparingly.  I don't know what this means.  When  
 
      11               you have a road like that, you've got  
 
      12               fertilizer and pesticides if you're going to  
 
      13               landscape; but you also have runoff from the  
 
      14               road itself, from the oil and whatnot dropped  
 
      15               on the roadway.  And they're going to build, as  
 
      16               I understand it a 1700-foot bridge over the  
 
      17               wetlands.  So all this gunk is going to go down  
 
      18               into the wetlands if there's anything left  
 
      19               alive in there after they finish building the  
 
      20               1700-foot bridge.    
 
      21                    There will be disturbance, of course, to  
 
      22               the neighborhood where it's being built, to the  
 
      23               high school, and the -- I guess it's a middle  
 
      24               school next door to it.  I don't know the  
 
      25               middle --  
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       1                    MR. BROCK:  It's an elementary school.  
 
       2                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  Elementary school,  
 
       3               okay -- and wildlife.  The EIS makes that seem  
 
       4               completely insignificant.  We already have a  
 
       5               road full of dead possums.  We have possums out  
 
       6               there.  We have deer.  We have coyotes.  We've  
 
       7               got lizards.  We have little snakes.  We had  
 
       8               toads.  We have all of these creatures who live  
 
       9               there.  They're part of our ecosystem.  Nobody  
 
      10               gives a dam.  Pave it over.  Let Park Point put  
 
      11               in 500 houses.  How many cars is that every  
 
      12               morning?  Seven or eight hundred?  Doesn't that  
 
      13               fill up the road before you even build it?  So  
 
      14               that bothers me.    
 
      15                    I also would like to know from somebody --  
 
      16               and I cannot get an answer -- what the plans  
 
      17               are for the Hobart Valley.  They built a huge  
 
      18               interchange down at Hobart Road and Highway 18.   
 
      19               For what?  Now, they're going to put this at  
 
      20               the other end.  Our valley is zoned rural,  
 
      21               which is a laugh because the County doesn't  
 
      22               give a damn about what is rural and what isn't.    
 
      23                    The EIS states that this road will make  
 
      24               development south of Issaquah easier.  I want  
 
      25               to know what they've got in mind.  Are they  
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       1               going to take this narrow valley with Issaquah  
 
       2               Creek running through it and put in a freeway  
 
       3               with condominiums lining it on the sides?  What  
 
       4               have they got in mind?  The EIS does not  
 
       5               address this.  I don't know what they're  
 
       6               talking about.    
 
       7                    I think that the answer is Highway 18.   
 
       8               We've already got the right of way.  Nobody  
 
       9               lives on it.  They can turn it into a freeway,  
 
      10               and people can go that way.  Putting all this  
 
      11               extra traffic through the city of Issaquah,  
 
      12               whether on Front Street or a bypass or Newport  
 
      13               Way or whatever is ridiculous.  Why?  Put it  
 
      14               around.  It's longer, but I'll bet you it's  
 
      15               quicker.  So anyway, my answer to all of this  
 
      16               is just say no.  
 
      17                              Five minutes?    
 
      18                    MR. BROCK:  Well, that was good.  
 
      19                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  Okay.  Now, who are you?  
 
      20                    MR. BROCK:  I'm the public works director  
 
      21               for the city.     
 
      22                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  Well, that's what I  
 
      23               think of your project.  
 
      24                    MR. BROCK:  Well, there's lots of people  
 
      25               out there that have some similar opinions with  
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       1               regards to the EIS addressing development south  
 
       2               of town.  It is outside the city and King  
 
       3               county is your only resource for --  
 
       4                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  Well, they've been  
 
       5               trying to annex it for years.    
 
       6                    MR. BROCK:  Well, that's before my time;  
 
       7               but there's no current plans to do that.  
 
       8                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  Well, nonetheless, if  
 
       9               the City builds condominiums up to the city  
 
      10               limits, the next thing you know, we'll have  
 
      11               sewers running down there into the valley; and  
 
      12               we'll get the whole ruddy mess.  And I think  
 
      13               that the business in Redmond where the County  
 
      14               is allowing this massive development in a rural  
 
      15               area, calling it a self-contained community so  
 
      16               it's okay, is a bunch of utter rot.  
 
      17                    MR. BROCK:  Yeah.  
 
      18                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  It means the planning  
 
      19               for King County planning is useless.  What good  
 
      20               is it?  How do you keep a rural anything?  
 
      21                    MR. BROCK:  I think a lot of it goes back  
 
      22               to growth management.  I'm not an expert on  
 
      23               that.   
 
      24                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  That's what I'm talking  
 
      25               about.  
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       1                    MR. BROCK:  I'm learning little by little.  
 
       2                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  Well, it doesn't seem  
 
       3               that plonking a huge development in the middle  
 
       4               of a rural area is growth management.  I  
 
       5               thought they were supposed to attach it to the  
 
       6               cities where the infrastructure is presumably  
 
       7               already in place.  You put it out here and  
 
       8               everything rural around it, they have to pave  
 
       9               it all to get these people back and forth.  
 
      10                    MR. BROCK:  Uh-huh.  Yeah, the little  
 
      11               pockets that they're creating like they did in  
 
      12               North Bend is an interesting way around the --  
 
      13                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  Well, it's a way around  
 
      14               the law, but it does not do what it's supposed  
 
      15               to do.  
 
      16                    MR. BROCK:  Right.  
 
      17                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  And I'm just afraid  
 
      18               that's going to happen to our valley.  
 
      19                    MR. BROCK:  Anything's possible.  A lot of  
 
      20               your points are well taken.  I think the  
 
      21               document, if you haven't read the entire  
 
      22               document, some of the things were  
 
      23               specifically --   
 
      24                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  I went to the library.   
 
      25               I spent about an hour and a half.  Obviously, I  
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       1               did not read the whole thing bit by bit.  But  
 
       2               just in reading the front part of it, nobody  
 
       3               seems to worry about the aquifer except me and  
 
       4               Ruth Keys.  And I don't know why they don't.    
 
       5                    MR. BROCK:  Well, with regards to runoff  
 
       6               from the road, there are ponds with  
 
       7               biofiltration.  It's not like it's going to run  
 
       8               off into the wetlands directly.  
 
       9                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  Yeah, but what can live  
 
      10               in that?  
 
      11                    MR. BROCK:  Within the pond itself?  
 
      12                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  Yes.  
 
      13                    MR. BROCK:  Well, I don't know that  
 
      14               anything was intended to live, other than  
 
      15               plants.    
 
      16                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  This is a biosystem.   
 
      17               It's going.  
 
      18                    MR. BROCK:  Uh-huh.  
 
      19                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  We're tearing it up for  
 
      20               what?  To take care of a bunch of commuters who  
 
      21               are too lazy to drive around?  My point is that  
 
      22               those of us who live here for years and years  
 
      23               and years, nobody cares about us.  Pave it  
 
      24               over.  We don't care.  We'll get growth, more  
 
      25               taxes, more money in the coffers.  
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       1                    MR. BROCK:  Not for Issaquah.  Maybe Maple  
 
       2               Valley.    
 
       3                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  Maple Valley is worse.   
 
       4               It really is.  
 
       5                    MR. BROCK:  Well, that's the root of the  
 
       6               problem, too many people living there without  
 
       7               places to work close to home.  If we could get  
 
       8               jobs closer to home, that would be the solution  
 
       9               to many of the problems.  
 
      10                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  I don't know.  I've got  
 
      11               to go listen to what other people have to say.  
 
      12                    MR. BROCK:  I'm sure there's much more  
 
      13               interesting comments being made in there than  
 
      14               mine.    
 
      15                    CONSTANCE LEAHY:  Well, I'm sorry you  
 
      16               haven't been around for a while.  You don't  
 
      17               remember what it was like having garbage  
 
      18               trucks.  
 
      19                    MR. BROCK:  Yeah, but I know what they  
 
      20               sound like empty, very noisy.  
 
      21      
 
      22                     STATEMENT OF DAVID LUTZ  
 
      23                    DAVID LUTZ:  Well, I guess, I'm not sure I  
 
      24               have anything specific about the technical part  
 
      25               of that.  It's sounds, you know, like it was a  
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       1               forum to at least express thoughts.  And mainly  
 
       2               my impression was there are a variety of  
 
       3               different bypass alternatives or no bypass at  
 
       4               all, and I'm not sure that that's practical.   
 
       5               In any event, if the bypass does get  
 
       6               constructed, I guess, my preference is that --  
 
       7               my understanding is there are a variety of  
 
       8               either routes or sizes.  And it sounds like one  
 
       9               of those choices is sort of a two-lane road  
 
      10               that's not, a little more meandering, a little  
 
      11               less impactive, without stoplights along its  
 
      12               length, maybe a slower speed, but without the  
 
      13               stoplights.  And that would be my preference, I  
 
      14               think.  It just seems like 50 miles an hour  
 
      15               with a stoplight isn't really any better than  
 
      16               35 without stoplights.    
 
      17                    In fact, I have no idea how it would  
 
      18               impact air quality; but I would expect that  
 
      19               noise would be somewhat less, just because you  
 
      20               don't have the starting and stopping going on  
 
      21               and probably a little less impact  
 
      22               environmentally, as well, just because you're  
 
      23               not building a four-lane road, it's a narrower  
 
      24               two-lane corridor and hopefully protects a  
 
      25               little bit of the nature of the city or what's  
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       1               left it of it, anyway, because I get the  
 
       2               impression 18 ultimately, will hopefully be the  
 
       3               real bulk of what takes the major traffic  
 
       4               coming out of the Maple Valley and that area.    
 
       5                    You don't hear a lot of discussion about  
 
       6               18 as being the major thoroughfare or directing  
 
       7               traffic to that; but it seems like that's  
 
       8               really, ultimately, when this is done, will be  
 
       9               the, a corridor for the majority of the traffic  
 
      10               coming up 18.  Instead getting off on Hobart,  
 
      11               stay on 18 and get back onto 90 there.  So that  
 
      12               was really all I had to add, nothing specific  
 
      13               about the technical nature of the EIS.  I just  
 
      14               wanted to, for what's it's worth, throw my two  
 
      15               cents in --  
 
      16                    MR. BROCK:  Absolutely.    
 
      17                    DAVID LUTZ:  -- which of the choices, I  
 
      18               guess.  
 
      19                    MR. BROCK:  Absolutely.  The intent is to  
 
      20               have all comments; but if they're not of a  
 
      21               technical nature, the response to the comments,  
 
      22               basically, would be an acknowledgment that  
 
      23               you've made the comment.  And certainly, if  
 
      24               there was a technical point to be addressed,  
 
      25               then there would have to be a response to that.  
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       1                    DAVID LUTZ:  I understand.  Okay.  
 
       2                    MR. BROCK:  I appreciate the comments,  
 
       3               certainly, whether it's made here or out there.   
 
       4               Or if you have additional things you think of,  
 
       5               feel free that you do have until August 15th to  
 
       6               submit them in writing.  But it sounds like you  
 
       7               basically said the basics.    
 
       8                    DAVID LUTZ:  That will work.  Thank you.   
 
       9               I'll join the anti-bypass love fest out there  
 
      10               right now.  Have a good day.  
 
      11                    MR. BROCK:  Thank you.  
 
      12      
 
      13                   STATEMENT OF KRISTINE ADAIR  
 
      14                    KRISTINE ADAIR:  My name is Kristine  
 
      15               Adair.  I live at 1276 Front Street South, and  
 
      16               I've lived there since 1989.  I'm the wife of  
 
      17               Michael Paul Adair, who has lived there since  
 
      18               he was born, 48 years ago.    
 
      19                    I'm speaking for a family because I  
 
      20               believe this is a part of your social impact in  
 
      21               this draft EIS that needs to be more clearly  
 
      22               understood, perhaps.  The six families that you  
 
      23               are looking to displace, two of them, directly,  
 
      24               are our family.  We're neighbors.  My husband's  
 
      25               mother, who would not be potentially bought out  
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       1               or it is not shown that she would be gone,  
 
       2               whichever way this bypass goes, it's going to  
 
       3               leave her facing the intersection that you're  
 
       4               creating, along with her neighbor, my husband's  
 
       5               uncle.  So you're dealing on a social level  
 
       6               with a very, very deep-rooted family background  
 
       7               in an area.    
 
       8                    And whereas, if you were looking to  
 
       9               eliminate maybe one member of a family, you  
 
      10               would trust that they have a circle that can  
 
      11               support them.  But what's happening -- and it's  
 
      12               going to happen -- is that an entire family,  
 
      13               old people, young people -- I consider myself  
 
      14               still a young people -- the whole family is not  
 
      15               going.  They're going to be at the mercy of a  
 
      16               very strong, strong stressor in their life.   
 
      17               This can not be easily overlooked in the  
 
      18               decision on where the weight or where the  
 
      19               weight of price pays into the decision between  
 
      20               alternative A or alternative B, I mean  
 
      21               alternative 4 or not.  
 
      22                    MR. BROCK:  Right.  
 
      23                    KRISTINE ADAIR:  The other thing that I  
 
      24               want to make a comment on here is the fact that  
 
      25               what a healthy neighborhood is made up of is a  
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       1               healthy blend of families:  Different income  
 
       2               levels, different age levels.  And you really  
 
       3               seek that to have a real copacetic community.   
 
       4               And we're trying to build our new developments  
 
       5               to enhance that and encourage that.  And down  
 
       6               in this Southeast Sixth neighborhood, you  
 
       7               already have that.    
 
       8                    You have a community of young people who  
 
       9               bought there, because they wanted a quiet place  
 
      10               to begin raising their families, because it was  
 
      11               a little bit more like rural-town America that  
 
      12               they had seen.  There were real primary reasons  
 
      13               why they chose to live in these places.  If you  
 
      14               take alternative A, some of these young  
 
      15               families are going to be gone.  I mean, there's  
 
      16               one family that they just had a new baby, and  
 
      17               they'll be out of there.  And then their  
 
      18               neighbors, right across the fence, will be  
 
      19               faced with -- they already have asthma  
 
      20               problems, and they're going to be faced with  
 
      21               years and years of ongoing real construction,  
 
      22               right in their area and then the pollution.   
 
      23               And they never would have bought, because of  
 
      24               those health concerns, that close.  I mean,  
 
      25               they were very specific.    
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       1                    So I'm just saying you can't take lightly  
 
       2               the impact that taking that South A SPAR, South  
 
       3               A route, would have on a community.  And I can  
 
       4               tell you from the bottom of my heart, I will  
 
       5               not be bought out cheaply, not with what I know  
 
       6               we're going to have to deal with with my  
 
       7               family.  So it's not going to be a cheap buyout  
 
       8               for anybody if they choose to take that.    
 
       9                    But I believe that the suggestion not to  
 
      10               go route B, shows that there is a good heart  
 
      11               towards us.  I'm just trying to emphasize it.  
 
      12                    MR. BROCK:  Absolutely.  
 
      13                    KRISTINE ADAIR:  Okay.  It just feels like  
 
      14               that deals with the social impacts.  
 
      15                    MR. BROCK:  That sounds like the crux of  
 
      16               the comments are really to make sure that the  
 
      17               issues about the alignment that would impact  
 
      18               you, the social impacts, are addressed.    
 
      19                    KRISTINE ADAIR:  That's right.  And that  
 
      20               they realizes that isn't the one, you know,  
 
      21               that is not -- it's different when a whole  
 
      22               goes.  I mean, it's a whole family.  
 
      23                    MR. BROCK:  Right.   
 
      24                    KRISTINE ADAIR:  That's very different  
 
      25               than one member or one portion of a family, you  
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       1               know.  A purge feels more like it.  
 
       2                    MR. BROCK:  Sure.  Absolutely.    
 
       3                    KRISTINE ADAIR:  Okay.  That's all.  
 
       4                    MR. BROCK:  Okay.  That's great.  
 
       5                    KRISTINE ADAIR:  Thank you very much.  
 
       6                    MR. BROCK:  I appreciate it.  
 
       7                      
 
       8                    STATEMENT OF DAVID EDFELDT  
 
       9                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Hi.  
 
      10                    MR. BROCK:  Hi.  
 
      11                    DAVID EDFELDT:  I'm Dave Edfeldt.  Okay.   
 
      12               I'm long-time Issaquah resident.  I've lived  
 
      13               here for 22 years and have watched a number of  
 
      14               projects go afoul around here:  Everything  
 
      15               from, you know, the development where the  
 
      16               skyport used to be to the residence  
 
      17               developments up on the plateau.    
 
      18                    I'm gravely concerned that is not going to  
 
      19               meet the needs that it's supposed to be  
 
      20               fulfilling.  I live down Hobart Road.  I'm, you  
 
      21               know, fully familiar with the traffic situation  
 
      22               on Hobart Road.  It is something that has ebbed  
 
      23               and flowed in density.  It has been, actually,  
 
      24               much better since a couple of summers ago when  
 
      25               people's behaviors changed and they discovered  
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       1               how much faster it was to go around.  It was  
 
       2               really pretty bad.  Things got backed up when  
 
       3               you were building the bridge.    
 
       4                    MR. BROCK:  Right.  
 
       5                    DAVID EDFELDT:  People started finding  
 
       6               other routes.  Things have been better since  
 
       7               then.  So it's convinced me that there are  
 
       8               people that now know, well, the road's open  
 
       9               through town.  But they haven't chosen to go  
 
      10               back that way.  They've chosen to continue  
 
      11               using another route, because it's been open for  
 
      12               quite a long time now.    
 
      13                    So I'm not convinced that it's going to  
 
      14               make that improvement.  I think it's going to  
 
      15               make some horrendous differences in the fabric  
 
      16               of this community.  I've seen what's happened  
 
      17               to the plateau.  It's basically destroyed the  
 
      18               plateau.  I think the way this thing is going  
 
      19               to happen, it's going separate town from, you  
 
      20               know, Tiger Mountain resource, which I think is  
 
      21               one of the features that people still feel like  
 
      22               it is unique in this community.  This is going  
 
      23               to be a schism that I don't how you're going to  
 
      24               be able to fix.    
 
      25                    I recognize that there's a development  
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       1               plan to be put on that hill; but, you know,  
 
       2               putting this road that's going to end up being  
 
       3               four lanes wide to accommodate traffic in  
 
       4               there, you might as well as just say, okay,  
 
       5               Issaquah's no longer connected to this  
 
       6               mountain.    
 
       7                    It's one of the few really good wetlands  
 
       8               left in that part of the valley.  You know what  
 
       9               happens to the flood issues around here if  
 
      10               there's not a place that acts like a sponge.   
 
      11               So you've already seen that development problem  
 
      12               happen on, you know, the north fork of Issaquah  
 
      13               Creek as it runs along the interstate.  Now,  
 
      14               that creek, I know, that they're talking about  
 
      15               this year it's going up and down.  It went up  
 
      16               and down when they built the interstate, if you  
 
      17               remember.  That's when it first got screwed up.   
 
      18               It took tons of money and time and effort to  
 
      19               try to recover there.  And it's just gotten  
 
      20               better, and now it's going to get trashed  
 
      21               again, because what's happening with the  
 
      22               development on the side.    
 
      23                    I'm just deeply concerned about what's  
 
      24               going to happen, even if you put in retention  
 
      25               ponds.  It's not the same sort of thing as a  
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       1               real live wetland that absorbs water the way  
 
       2               it's supposed to.  If you look at that valley,  
 
       3               once you've put this thing in place and  
 
       4               encourage people to try that as an avenue to  
 
       5               get to 90 again and encourage development  
 
       6               downstream Issaquah Creek currently is still in  
 
       7               relatively pristine condition.  It actually  
 
       8               would be a great salmon river if they do  
 
       9               something about the hatchery and let the fish  
 
      10               through.  When they do let the fish through, I  
 
      11               can tell, they just go up and do well  
 
      12               naturally, because I've seen them up there.    
 
      13                    But I realize that that's a slightly  
 
      14               unrelated issue, but it's key as far as I'm  
 
      15               concerned, because as soon as you start  
 
      16               allowing that development down there, you'll  
 
      17               end up with even more of a fluctuation in water  
 
      18               level.  It's just going to destroy what's left  
 
      19               of that estuary or that water drainage system.    
 
      20                    I don't know that the people on Squak  
 
      21               Mountain are aware that if they build this  
 
      22               thing over there, that it's a basin there.   
 
      23               It's basically a parabola that's going to be  
 
      24               reflecting noise up towards the people that  
 
      25               live on Squak Mountain.  Now, traffic through  
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       1               the middle of the valley, you know, it's 180  
 
       2               degrees dissipation.  This is going to be a  
 
       3               reflector, you know, up to the people who live  
 
       4               on the hillside now.  I don't think they've  
 
       5               tuned in to what that's going to do.    
 
       6                    And I'm deeply concerned about, you know,  
 
       7               I-90 now is already beginning to back up from,  
 
       8               you know, further uphill.  When you hit three,  
 
       9               any time you get three exits in a row as close  
 
      10               as these three are put together, you get the  
 
      11               back baffling that occurs.  And you're already  
 
      12               going to see that with what's coming off the  
 
      13               hill.  You know, it's not going to be a good  
 
      14               exit.  What people will do, if they're like me,  
 
      15               they're going to go the furthest upstream they  
 
      16               can to enter into the clog.  They don't want to  
 
      17               sit on the freeway.  So you do arterials as far  
 
      18               up as you can.  So you're still going to have  
 
      19               people going around up as far on Newport as  
 
      20               they can, because that's the best way to get on  
 
      21               the freeway.  So I don't think it's going solve  
 
      22               the problem downtown.    
 
      23                    I realize my time's up.  In terms of cross  
 
      24               flow traffic, I really don't understand.  I  
 
      25               understand that the City owns the, beside the  
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       1               Mexican restaurant, where there's a stub road  
 
       2               there and there's an underpass under the  
 
       3               freeway.  I don't understand why the City  
 
       4               hasn't pursued opening that up as an avenue  
 
       5               across town, you know.  Basically, you could  
 
       6               take Front Street, turn Front Street into the  
 
       7               thoroughfare through, into the route that cars  
 
       8               that want to get up onto the freeway, you know,  
 
       9               cycle that way.  It would be a better way to  
 
      10               handle and manage the traffic.    
 
      11                    Last meeting with everybody, the idea came  
 
      12               up of filtering cars coming off of 18.  I think  
 
      13               a simple reminder there of, it's going to take  
 
      14               you this long if you go down Hobart Road, it's  
 
      15               going to take you this long if you go around  
 
      16               18, would be enough to help those people make  
 
      17               an intelligent decision.  That could easily be  
 
      18               done, like the guys do with the traffic reports  
 
      19               now.  It's, you know, that's something that can  
 
      20               be computerized and easily picked up with some  
 
      21               simple monitors.    
 
      22                    I'm very against this project.  I really  
 
      23               feel like we're about to destroy the last  
 
      24               vestige of what's good in this town.  I can't  
 
      25               believe that, you know, some people in this  
 
                       Van Pelt, Corbett & Associates 
               101 Yesler Way 505 * Seattle, WA * 206-682-9339 

 

 
                                                                     24 
                         Draft EIS HEARING, 8/1/99  
 
       1               council that I like are the ones that are on  
 
       2               the council when this is happening.  It's just,  
 
       3               this is a horrible thing.  And that's my  
 
       4               comments.  
 
       5                    MR. BROCK:  Okay.  Great.  We are studying  
 
       6               next year the undercrossing, and it isn't  
 
       7               actually a City right of way under there.  
 
       8                    DAVID EDFELDT:  It isn't?  
 
       9                    MR. BROCK:  It potentially could be.  We  
 
      10               own the railroad right of way up to Gilman but  
 
      11               not between Gilman and the freeway yet.   
 
      12               Potentially it is something we could do.  
 
      13                    DAVID EDFELDT:  There are businesses on  
 
      14               the other side.  
 
      15                    MR. BROCK:  But we are proposing to study  
 
      16               to see if that's a viable alternative.    
 
      17                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Good.  It seems like such  
 
      18               a no-brainer.  You could get three lanes under  
 
      19               there without doing any construction work.    
 
      20                    MR. BROCK:  We're not necessarily looking  
 
      21               at that in the context of the bypass or the  
 
      22               interchange.  It's mostly because we need a  
 
      23               third place to get across the freeway.  
 
      24                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Right.  You do.  But it  
 
      25               all ties in.  I mean, part of what's bad about  
 
                       Van Pelt, Corbett & Associates 
               101 Yesler Way 505 * Seattle, WA * 206-682-9339 

 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 174 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 
                                                                     25 
                         Draft EIS HEARING, 8/1/99  
 
       1               that one is people waiting get on and off 90,  
 
       2               that's what creating part of the flow problems  
 
       3               you've got.  To have another way across town  
 
       4               would make a huge difference.  
 
       5                    MR. BROCK:  It would.  Thanks for your  
 
       6               comments.  
 
       7                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Sure.    
 
       8                    There was a pretty big backlash reaction  
 
       9               by people when they heard we were going to this  
 
      10               Idaho format.  
 
      11                    MR. BROCK:  This is what it would have  
 
      12               been.  I don't know if it would have been this  
 
      13               room or another one, but certainly we would  
 
      14               have accommodated at least another two or three  
 
      15               chairs, so that somebody could come in and sit.   
 
      16               But the intent was not to have the, necessarily  
 
      17               inject the emotional side.  It's a  
 
      18               factual-based process.  
 
      19                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Well, it's factual based,  
 
      20               but the reality is, it's an emotional -- you  
 
      21               know, you are truly talking about the  
 
      22               community.  
 
      23                    MR. BROCK:  Absolutely and that's  
 
      24               something the council ultimately has to take  
 
      25               into account.  
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       1                    DAVID EDFELDT:  So when you say it's  
 
       2               factual, I think the emotion is a critical  
 
       3               fact.  
 
       4                    MR. BROCK:  But you're not picking up on  
 
       5               there are two separate issues here.  One is,  
 
       6               there is a draft environmental document.  
 
       7                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Right.  
 
       8                    MR. BROCK:  And the legal side to that  
 
       9               says that you must put the document out for a  
 
      10               public comment period and either have a verbal  
 
      11               or written opportunity to say, this is wrong,  
 
      12               you didn't address this issue or didn't address  
 
      13               this issue adequately.  And that's really what  
 
      14               -- I mean, what's going to happen is, your  
 
      15               comments will somehow get translated into two  
 
      16               or three key issues that you addressed.  And  
 
      17               those will be responded to in the document.  
 
      18                    I mean, somebody could just sit here and  
 
      19               say, I'm opposed to the project.  And the  
 
      20               comment back in the final document is going to  
 
      21               say, your comments are acknowledged.  But if  
 
      22               you say, I oppose it because you haven't  
 
      23               addressed adequately social/economic issues,  
 
      24               then that has to be addressed and indicated how  
 
      25               that issue is or is not addressed in it.  
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       1                    DAVID EDFELDT:  So is that part of what's  
 
       2               dealt with in the impact statement is the  
 
       3               impact on community and community treasures?  
 
       4                    MR. BROCK:  Whether or not that's  
 
       5               adequately addressed -- there are comments, I  
 
       6               believe, in the document that address that; but  
 
       7               whether or not they're adequate, is subject to,  
 
       8               you know, input.  
 
       9                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Well, but if they're not,  
 
      10               if those are not addressed in the final thing  
 
      11               is something of concern.  They need to be.  And  
 
      12               what I'm hearing you say is that that's not  
 
      13               what's being considered here.  It's just the  
 
      14               facts.  
 
      15                    MR. BROCK:  But that is a fact.  That's a  
 
      16               fact-based statement.  I'm just saying that an  
 
      17               emotional person getting up and speaking very,  
 
      18               very emotionally in a public hearing like is  
 
      19               going on in the other room, you're indication  
 
      20               was that the council needs to hear that.  And  
 
      21               maybe they do, but from the context of what  
 
      22               we're trying to do here, draft environmental  
 
      23               statement, factual comments that are either  
 
      24               adequately or not adequate, that's what that  
 
      25               whole process is about.  
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       1                    Then the council is supposed to take the  
 
       2               emotional and economic and social issues into  
 
       3               account before they make a decision to build  
 
       4               the project.  That's all pieces of the puzzle.    
 
       5                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Right.  
 
       6                    MR. BROCK:  And I think there's a tendency  
 
       7               to intermix the two.    
 
       8                    DAVID EDFELDT:  One of the critical things  
 
       9               that a community, in a community is  
 
      10               understanding the other members of your  
 
      11               community's feelings about issues.  
 
      12                    MR. BROCK:  Right.  
 
      13                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Okay?  If I'm talking to  
 
      14               you in here and what I say is distilled down to  
 
      15               only a statistic as part of one line, how does  
 
      16               my community know what I feel on that?    
 
      17                    MR. BROCK:  Well, your entire transcribed  
 
      18               comment's in the record.  And then it's up to  
 
      19               the respondents, meaning the staff that we have  
 
      20               and the consultants, to distill those comments  
 
      21               down to those that are relevant to the draft  
 
      22               document.    
 
      23                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Right.  
 
      24                    MR. BROCK:  And they have to do that.   
 
      25               That's the only way --  
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       1                    DAVID EDFELDT:  So my community, for them  
 
       2               to get the way I personally feel, emotionally,  
 
       3               about how this is going to impact my life,  
 
       4               being a long-time citizen of Issaquah, is  
 
       5               filtered through the person who takes this  
 
       6               transcription?  I don't think that's valid.   
 
       7               You know, I think that, I want my peers to hear  
 
       8               my feelings.  Okay?  You know, so I think that  
 
       9               a public hearing of what your community feels  
 
      10               about an issue is an extremely important part  
 
      11               of what's going on.  Okay?  And what other  
 
      12               forum is there?  We had a meeting at the high  
 
      13               school that, you know, I don't think was  
 
      14               particularly well advertised.  I don't think  
 
      15               this was particularly well advertised.    
 
      16                    MR. BROCK:  Really?  
 
      17                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Really.  I don't.  I  
 
      18               picked it up through --  
 
      19                    MR. BROCK:  Weren't you on the mailing  
 
      20               list?  
 
      21                    DAVID EDFELDT:  On your mailing list?  I  
 
      22               should be.  I didn't receive a thing from you  
 
      23               guys, and I've spoken at the Issaquah hearing  
 
      24               and wrote my name down there.  I didn't get a  
 
      25               thing from you guys.  I mean, I heard because  
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       1               my neighbor told me about it.    
 
       2                    MR. BROCK:  We sent out some 2300  
 
       3               postcards.  
 
       4                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Okay.  What I'm telling  
 
       5               you is --  
 
       6                    MR. BROCK:  I know.  That's a valid  
 
       7               comment.  But I know they went out in the mail.   
 
       8               And if they got delivered or not or if they,  
 
       9               you know -- I'm not saying it happened in your  
 
      10               case, but I know I've had cases where things  
 
      11               are just a postcard in the mail and you get a  
 
      12               lot of mail and you may have missed it.  I've  
 
      13               done it before myself.    
 
      14                    DAVID EDFELDT:  I understand.  But what  
 
      15               I'm saying is, that -- and I appreciate the  
 
      16               postcards.  But in terms of public -- you know,  
 
      17               I didn't see this heavily advertised in the  
 
      18               press --  
 
      19                    MR. BROCK:  You didn't read the newspaper  
 
      20               articles?    
 
      21                    DAVID EDFELDT:  I've read newspaper  
 
      22               articles, but I didn't read them in that  
 
      23               context.  I read them more in terms of the  
 
      24               letters from the editors and things like that.   
 
      25               We all filter things our own ways.  So, I mean,  
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       1               I'm reading that, you know, I'm looking at one  
 
       2               set of articles and not the other.    
 
       3                    MR. BROCK:  I can't respond other than the  
 
       4               fact that I know how many we mailed, and we've  
 
       5               had a very high response of E-mails, letters,  
 
       6               and responses.  And for whatever reasons, there  
 
       7               are going to be those who either didn't pick up  
 
       8               on it or didn't get the postcard.    
 
       9                    Anyway, it's important to have both sides,  
 
      10               the emotional and the factual stuff.  The real  
 
      11               basis -- and I can tell you, the intermingling  
 
      12               of the two things, the intent of this process  
 
      13               is to --   
 
      14                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Another thing, that's  
 
      15               created a bit of a problem for the community,  
 
      16               too, is that things seem to shift over time,  
 
      17               you know.  Impacts, the initial drawings go up,  
 
      18               and then they're modified.  And this latest set  
 
      19               of drawings seems pretty different from what we  
 
      20               originally talked about, you know.  The  
 
      21               original idea was just this, you know, go  
 
      22               around town.  And now I'm looking at the three  
 
      23               lights.  It's got a very different feel to me.   
 
      24               I mean, it's looking like another major  
 
      25               thoroughfare that will someday be four lanes  
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       1               wide with, you know, 7-11's and the whole nine  
 
       2               yards.  It's got that feel to it, you know.   
 
       3               And it didn't have that feel before.  Before,  
 
       4               it looked a little bit more like the, whatever,  
 
       5               Westlake Boulevard that just zips up the hill.   
 
       6                    MR. BROCK:  Lakemont?    
 
       7                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Lakemont, yeah, where it's  
 
       8               just simple -- that's what it looked like  
 
       9               before.  
 
      10                    MR. BROCK:  Yeah.    
 
      11                    DAVID EDFELDT:  For those of us who, the  
 
      12               first time around, looked at this and reasoned  
 
      13               and tried to consider and, you know, this is  
 
      14               looking like a shift that wasn't in the first  
 
      15               discussion that's suddenly in the second  
 
      16               discussion.  If you're not paying attention all  
 
      17               the time, suddenly you end up with a beast  
 
      18               that's not even close to what you started with.  
 
      19                    MR. BROCK:  It kind of depends on how far  
 
      20               back you go.  I know that the four  
 
      21               alternatives, the two A, B, AB, AA, BB, and BA,  
 
      22               were around for several years.  
 
      23                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Oh, the path --  
 
      24                    MR. BROCK:  The SS thing, the pass was  
 
      25               there, the twist was there with the signals and  
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       1               what have you.  There's only really one.   
 
       2               There's a signal at the south end.  There's a  
 
       3               signal where, if and when Park Point goes in.   
 
       4               And then, of course, there has to be a signal  
 
       5               at the interchange.    
 
       6                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Well, I'll tell you when  
 
       7               Park Point will go in:  When that signal's  
 
       8               there, they'll be there.  
 
       9                    MR. BROCK:  Well, we're not putting the  
 
      10               signal in -- the project.  
 
      11                    DAVID EDFELDT:  I understand that.  But if  
 
      12               it's, you know, laid out for that signal to be  
 
      13               there, they'll put it there.  
 
      14                    MR. BROCK:  If they build, they will have  
 
      15               to put it there.  You get to a point building a  
 
      16               road, that if the road's build, Park Point goes  
 
      17               in.  They'll build the signal, and all the  
 
      18               signals are going to be coordinated.  I know  
 
      19               what you're saying.  And I totally agree from  
 
      20               that standpoint that it looks like something,  
 
      21               but you can make it more like a bypass by  
 
      22               coordinating the signals to where, if you're  
 
      23               driving in the morning, 35 miles an hour, and  
 
      24               you're in a queue of cars, you're going to make  
 
      25               it.  And there will be --  
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       1                    DAVID EDFELDT:  When you get to the  
 
       2               freeway, you're backed up because you can't get  
 
       3               on the freeway because it's backed up.  
 
       4                    MR. BROCK:  And if the freeway's backed  
 
       5               up, that's --  
 
       6                    DAVID EDFELDT:  Which is what the  
 
       7               situation is on Front Street right now.    
 
       8                    MR. BROCK:  Right.    
 
       9                    DAVID EDFELDT:  If the Front Street lights  
 
      10               worked and everybody could turn on and away you  
 
      11               go, it wouldn't be a problem.  But you're going  
 
      12               to have the same problem on this road, you  
 
      13               know.  So it's not going to make the change you  
 
      14               want.    
 
      15                    Well, I hope you listen.  Take care.  
 
      16                    MR. BROCK:  Thank you.  
 
      17      
 
      18                    STATEMENT OF CLAIRE HAYES  
 
      19                    CLARE HAYES:  Clare Hayes, 16610 246th  
 
      20               Place Southeast, Issaquah, 98027.  
 
      21                    And I guess one of the main things that I  
 
      22               feel, in the EIS, it gave all the bypass things  
 
      23               that were looked at before the bypass was  
 
      24               chosen as the alternative to follow.  And they  
 
      25               looked at all different types of roads and  
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       1               different areas, but route 18 was not mentioned  
 
       2               as proposing that the state be urged to  
 
       3               complete this soon as possible as a method of  
 
       4               getting commuter traffic through to where  
 
       5               they're trying to get to, which is obviously  
 
       6               I-90.    
 
       7                    Being a part of the water quality tests  
 
       8               that were done about seven years ago in the  
 
       9               aquifer area, my property was tested by the  
 
      10               state and by the city at regular intervals.   
 
      11               And I'm very well aware of the water quality  
 
      12               concerns of many of the people that have spoken  
 
      13               and that the EIS I don't believe has addressed  
 
      14               correctly or entirely in regards to pollutants  
 
      15               that would be impacting the wetlands, plus the  
 
      16               wetlands that will be changed by covering them,  
 
      17               filling in parts of them.  You can build new  
 
      18               wetlands, but a new wetland is not going to  
 
      19               react the same way.  This is my business, and I  
 
      20               understand how they work.  A new one takes  
 
      21               many, many years to be able to accomplish the  
 
      22               function of an existing first-class wetland,  
 
      23               which this area is.    
 
      24                    The noise mitigation in the EIS on the  
 
      25               proposed routes that most obviously, at least  
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       1               at this point, look like they might be the BB  
 
       2               routes, the mitigation on the noise level was  
 
       3               not addressed well.  In fact, they said there's  
 
       4               no mitigation.  I don't feel the EIS is compete  
 
       5               without addressing this completely, because the  
 
       6               schools are affected, the neighborhoods are  
 
       7               affected.  And you know, to just ignore it, it  
 
       8               does not seem to be a complete EIS.    
 
       9                    The steep slope issue, when you go into  
 
      10               what is called "a forest land," and you're  
 
      11               cutting into what they have stated in the EIS  
 
      12               are areas where there are springs and things  
 
      13               like that, living in an area that has the same  
 
      14               type of thing and watching the results of that,  
 
      15               I know that this has not been addressed well.   
 
      16               And I don't feel that at this point the EIS is  
 
      17               complete enough to be able to say that, you  
 
      18               know, all of the things have been mitigated,  
 
      19               that this should be a go.    
 
      20                    I feel that this should not be a go.  I  
 
      21               don't think you can address the fact that once  
 
      22               you take away the frontage of the mountain and  
 
      23               turn it into pavement, that you can ever have  
 
      24               that same natural function for the wildlife and  
 
      25               for the water.  And just I think that this  
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       1               should be a no-build alternative.  And you  
 
       2               know, it's hard sitting across from you saying  
 
       3               that.    
 
       4                    MR. BROCK:  No.  That's fine.  
 
       5                    CLARE HAYES:  But these are my feelings.   
 
       6               You can't undo what is taken apart, and these  
 
       7               are too important to our area.  We're screaming  
 
       8               about other lands taking away their forests,  
 
       9               their natural resources.  And yet here we're  
 
      10               doing something for somebody that is not even a  
 
      11               part of the city, and that's the commuter.    
 
      12                    I also feel that the impact of the money  
 
      13               is too great a use for money for the citizens  
 
      14               of Issaquah to be putting out for commuters.   
 
      15               So that basically is my feeling on it.  
 
      16                    MR. BROCK:  That's great.  I didn't get a  
 
      17               chance to do what I normally do up front; and  
 
      18               that was just to basically to indicate that  
 
      19               we're doing the same thing in here that you've  
 
      20               heard going on out there.  And this is just an  
 
      21               opportunity to do it on a little less formal --   
 
      22                    CLARE HAYES:  I felt that I'd rather state  
 
      23               it here.  
 
      24                    MR. BROCK:  And that really was what the  
 
      25               original intent was, because people can be  
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       1               somewhat intimidated in that forum.  And even  
 
       2               those that are in favor or opposed could be  
 
       3               inspired to speak if they felt somewhat  
 
       4               intimidated.    
 
       5                    Not everybody feels that they want to take  
 
       6               the time and write all their things out into  
 
       7               a --   
 
       8                    CLARE HAYES:  I went through the EIS.  And  
 
       9               I wrote down the things, but I neglected to get  
 
      10               the pages.  Then I realized that you were  
 
      11               supposed to have the pages.  
 
      12                    MR. BROCK:  Yeah.    
 
      13                    CLARE HAYES:  And then I couldn't go back  
 
      14               and get the EIS again, because it was only a  
 
      15               five-day limit.  So I'm on my way out of town  
 
      16               now.  
 
      17                    MR. BROCK:  Well, this is only the first.   
 
      18               There's still two additional weeks.  If you  
 
      19               feel --   
 
      20                    CLARE HAYES:  I don't feel that that's  
 
      21               going to change.  
 
      22                    MR. BROCK:  If you felt the need of some  
 
      23               other comments came up that you felt like you  
 
      24               wanted to submit, this is not the only  
 
      25               opportunity.  There is still the additional  
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       1               timeframe to submit anything in writing.  Don't  
 
       2               hesitate.    
 
       3                    CLARE HAYES:  I was originally for it.  
 
       4                    MR. BROCK:  I thought so.  I knew you came  
 
       5               and changed over the last few months.   
 
       6               Certainly this is obviously an emotional issue,  
 
       7               and the council has very a difficult decision  
 
       8               when they get to the point --   
 
       9                    CLARE HAYES:  I'm aware of that.    
 
      10                    MR. BROCK:  -- of deciding whether to  
 
      11               build the project.  And obviously, if they  
 
      12               decide to build it, whatever route they take  
 
      13               has to have the appropriate, you know,  
 
      14               mitigations for it; or I think it will be  
 
      15               challenged.  That's the bottom line.  It has to  
 
      16               be appropriately mitigated.  
 
      17                    CLARE HAYES:  Right.  
 
      18                    MR. BROCK:  But getting to that point of  
 
      19               decision will be something that they will be  
 
      20               significantly challenged with.  
 
      21                    CLARE HAYES:  Well, I'll still be here,  
 
      22               you know, whatever the decision is.  I just  
 
      23               hope that's it's -- if it's go ahead, it's the  
 
      24               best that can be done, even if takes putting it  
 
      25               off for a number of years.  Lakemont took years  
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       1               to get done.    
 
       2                    MR. BROCK:  Yeah, it did.  
 
       3                    CLARE HAYES:  But when they did it, it  
 
       4               took care of a lot of problems that probably  
 
       5               would have not been taken care of.  
 
       6                    MR. BROCK:  Not having lived here, I've  
 
       7               driven it several times.  It looks very nice.   
 
       8               I don't know --  
 
       9                    CLARE HAYES:  There were so many wetland  
 
      10               issues and lake issues and things like that,  
 
      11               you know, they finally did address in a very  
 
      12               good way, I think.    
 
      13                    MR. BROCK:  It cost them a lot more money,  
 
      14               I think.  
 
      15                    CLARE HAYES:  You know, sometimes there  
 
      16               are irreplaceable things.    
 
      17                    MR. BROCK:  That's true.  
 
      18                    CLARE HAYES:  Do you have a heart  
 
      19               transplant or do you say, die, because you  
 
      20               don't have the money?    
 
      21                    MR. BROCK:  Yeah, absolutely.  
 
      22                    CLARE HAYES:  You find the money if you  
 
      23               really feel it's important.  
 
      24                    MR. BROCK:  Yeah, and that's part of the  
 
      25               council's decision.  They will do, knowing  
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       1               that, if they come back later and build it, it  
 
       2               will cost, you know, maybe two or three times  
 
       3               as much.  
 
       4                    CLARE HAYES:   Maybe that wouldn't be bad.  
 
       5                    MR. BROCK:  Maybe it wouldn't.  It will be  
 
       6               interesting to hear how they reason out and  
 
       7               rationalize the decision.  
 
       8                    CLARE HAYES:  Yes.  When will that be?    
 
       9                    MR. BROCK:  Right now, it's looking like  
 
      10               maybe January.  All these comments will be  
 
      11               transcribed, responded to by the staff.  Then  
 
      12               we'll come probably after the holidays.  I  
 
      13               don't think we want to try and do this until  
 
      14               maybe early January.    
 
      15                    CLARE HAYES:  I'll be at the meetings.   
 
      16               I'll be at the transportation meeting, too.  
 
      17                    MR. BROCK:  You'll get updates there, but  
 
      18               there will certainly be some opportunities to  
 
      19               have some additional input prior to then.  I  
 
      20               don't know for a fact, but the council  
 
      21               certainly has the option of calling an  
 
      22               additional meeting if they feel like they want  
 
      23               to secure some additional input.  
 
      24                    CLARE HAYES:  If they have the strength  
 
      25               and stamina for it.  I really, I feel for the  
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       1               people that are working on this as their job,  
 
       2               you know, because that's their job.  
 
       3                    MR. BROCK:  Right.  And we have to sort of  
 
       4               try to put that aside and say, okay, we just  
 
       5               focus on trying to do what we were charged to  
 
       6               do.  And that is do it the best we can; and if  
 
       7               the council chooses to build it, fine.  If not,  
 
       8               we'll feel like we spent a lot of time for  
 
       9               naught, but on the other hand, we're still  
 
      10               doing our job.  
 
      11                    CLARE HAYES:  That's what you're supposed  
 
      12               to be doing.    
 
      13                    MR. BROCK:  Absolutely.  
 
      14                    CLARE HAYES:  Thank you very much.  
 
      15                    MR. BROCK:  Thanks, Clare.  
 
      16      
 
      17                    STATEMENT OF JACKIE THOMAS  
 
      18                    JACKIE THOMAS:  Thank you.  I've been a  
 
      19               resident of Issaquah since the early 1990's.   
 
      20               And I don't know too much about the bypass, but  
 
      21               just from reading and listening to people --  
 
      22               and I enjoyed sitting in the open forum area.    
 
      23                    My concern with the bypass is I understand  
 
      24               that two thirds of the traffic that will use  
 

25 Front Street is pass-through traffic, and the  
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       1               bypass is 1.3 miles long and is going to have  
 
       2               at least three stop lights.  And I think this  
 
       3               defeats the very purpose of a bypass, to have  
 
       4               the stop lights.  I mean, they're going to  
 
       5               impede the flow-through traffic.  So I don't  
 
       6               feel it's a true bypass.  I don't feel it is  
 
       7               succeeding in its original purpose, by virtue  
 
       8               of having these.  If additional development  
 
       9               comes in, I mean, where is the valley?    
 
      10                    That's what I wanted to say.  I think it  
 
      11               should be farther east.  I think 18 should be  
 
      12               expanded to four lanes.  There should be  
 
      13               signage at the bypass area, i.e., Front Street  
 
      14               and Hobart, indicating that it's faster to go  
 
      15               over to 18.  That might encourage people to do  
 
      16               it.  People adapt very easily.  They are  
 
      17               learning.  With the 520 bridge out, 20,000  
 
      18               vehicles dropped off the commute in just a  
 
      19               matter of a day or two.  So people will adjust,  
 
      20               and I think we should encourage them to go to  
 
      21               18, where it is a regional problem.  
 
      22                    MR. BROCK:  Absolutely.  
 
      23                    JACKIE THOMAS:  That's what I wanted to  
 
      24               say.  
 
      25                    MR. BROCK:  Okay.  You have quite a bit  
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       1               more time if you want to keep talking.    
 
       2                    JACKIE THOMAS:  No, that's it.  Thank you  
 
       3               very much for the opportunity.    
 
       4      
 
       5                     STATEMENT OF KAYE GATES  
 
       6                    KAYE GATES:  I haven't studied the EIS, so  
 
       7               I have to say right up front, I'm here to go on  
 
       8               the record as I have done many times and  
 
       9               places.  I just would like to say that I feel  
 
      10               very strongly that the public is against this  
 
      11               bypass and myself included is against it  
 
      12               because they feel that it is a quantitative  
 
      13               leap.  There are times, you know, in the  
 
      14               development of an area where something happens,  
 
      15               like a quantitative leap, like I-90 going in.   
 
      16               I grew up here sans highway.  I remember when  
 
      17               they were studying how to put, you know, an  
 
      18               overpass over by Eastgate before there was one.    
 
      19                    This is a leap in the wrong direction, and  
 
      20               the reason for that I feel is that it serves  
 
      21               more the needs of through traffic.  I feel very  
 
      22               strongly that it has not, no one has proven to  
 
      23               me that this will, in the long run, solve  
 
      24               Issaquah's traffic problems.  Issaquah has seen  
 
      25               nothing compared to what we're going to see.   
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       1               If you go try to go shopping in Issaquah on a  
 
       2               Saturday morning, it's almost impossible to get  
 
       3               around.    
 
       4                    The bypass is going to fix only rush hour  
 
       5               at certain times of the morning; and on Front  
 
       6               Street it's going to increase noise, incredible  
 
       7               pollution, garbage trucks.  It's a major, major  
 
       8               issue, garbage trucks.  I want that in writing  
 
       9               to the whole community, how they're going to  
 
      10               mitigate garbage trucks stopping at how many  
 
      11               lights and starting again.  The garbage trucks  
 
      12               stopping and starting are heavy-duty pollution.    
 
      13                    So I feel, yes, very strongly about there  
 
      14               should not be a bypass.  And it's mainly  
 
      15               because I don't see it serving the needs of  
 
      16               Issaquah.  I see Issaquah eventually sandwiched  
 
      17               between I-90 and whatever they're going call  
 
      18               it.  We're going to be this little village with  
 
      19               incredible smog problems because of the  
 
      20               topography of the land.  I have no idea how  
 
      21               they are going to mitigate that.    
 
      22                    The other thing is that I really believe  
 
      23               what's going to happen is, indeed, they will be  
 
      24               able to document, after the bypass comes in,  
 
      25               more traffic.  I guess what they'll do is a  
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       1               traffic study documenting that it needs to be a  
 
       2               bigger road.  Have you ever seen a documented  
 
       3               need for a bigger road when a bigger road  
 
       4               hasn't gone in?  Then, when they will have the  
 
       5               documentation, they will probably make Hobart  
 
       6               Road bigger.  It's all part of this plan.  And  
 
       7               I feel like, I feel very sad.  I think for  
 
       8               Issaquah, basically, this is it.  This is going  
 
       9               to be where, you know, it all -- if it does  
 
      10               everything that people are talking about.    
 
      11                    I also want to say, just as a citizen now,  
 
      12               why I didn't speak up in front, that I have  
 
      13               been really insulted by some of the ways this  
 
      14               has been handled.  I have come to these things  
 
      15               and talked to these people front of maps, you  
 
      16               know, a lot of these little open houses.  And  
 
      17               they look straight at you and they say, we just  
 
      18               guarantee that this will not bring more traffic  
 
      19               into this valley.  I know we've documented that  
 
      20               there will be no more further traffic.  That  
 
      21               will not happen.  It just won't happen.  They  
 
      22               look you straight in the eye.  This is an  
 
      23               insult.  This is a real insult.  These people  
 
      24               know the writing is on the wall.  That's why  
 
      25               they are here.    
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       1                    So I want to hear about the noise  
 
       2               mitigation.  I want to hear about the pollution  
 
       3               mitigation.  I want it to be really specific as  
 
       4               to garbage trucks.  
 
       5                    MR. BROCK:  Very good.  Thank you.  Just  
 
       6               one last thing, I think you owe it to yourself  
 
       7               to check the draft document and review those  
 
       8               sections.  This is not to comment or anything  
 
       9               on whatever comments you've made.  You've made  
 
      10               valid comments.  It's just so you can be an  
 
      11               informed citizen.  
 
      12                    KAYE GATES:  All right.  
 
      13                    MR. BROCK:  I think you owe it to yourself  
 
      14               to at least peruse the document as to the level  
 
      15               of detail which is there.  There is a lot of  
 
      16               information in there addressing your concerns  
 
      17               about fully mitigating noise and pollution.  
 
      18                    KAYE GATES:  Thank you.  
 
      19      
 
      20                    STATEMENT BY DOUGLAS PATER  
 
      21                    DOUGLAS PATER:  I'm hear to support the  
 
      22               south bypass project.  I'm Douglas Pater, 120  
 
      23               Sunset Way West, apartment 203, Issaquah  
 
      24               Washington 980277.  Do you need a phone number?  
 
      25                    MR. BROCK:  If you signed the sheet,  
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       1               that's fine.  
 
       2                    DOUGLAS PATER:  I strongly support the  
 
       3               southeast bypass project.  
 
       4                    MR. BROCK:  Great.    
 
       5                    DOUGLAS PATER:  It would eliminate some of  
 
       6               the traffic on Front Street.  The traffic is  
 
       7               real bad where I'm standing on the corner  
 
       8               waiting for the light, pressing the button for  
 
       9               the light to change.  You know, I notice.  
 
      10                    MR. BROCK:  It takes a while.  
 
      11                    DOUGLAS PATER:  I mean, as I'm waiting,  
 
      12               you know, I watch.  I see the size, how many  
 
      13               vehicles there are on Front Street and how they  
 
      14               are, especially during the rush hour,  
 
      15               especially where I cross near the salmon  
 
      16               hatchery, especially when school's in session.   
 
      17               Traffic is even heavier when they're out of  
 
      18               school for summer.  It's worse at that time.  
 
      19                    MR. BROCK:  Is it really?    
 
      20                    DOUGLAS PATER:  Well, school gets out at  
 
      21               2:20 in the afternoon, and the traffic just  
 
      22               keeps getting heavy.  And also I think it will  
 
      23               be nice to have the Southeast Bypass when they  
 
      24               start construction on it in 2000.  
 
      25                    MR. BROCK:  Well, it depends.  We have to  
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       1               get to a point of decision; and when it starts,  
 
       2               if the final choice is to build it, it will not  
 
       3               start until probably 2001.  It still has some  
 
       4               funding issues that have to be resolved.  
 
       5                    DOUGLAS PATER:  I've lived here in  
 
       6               Issaquah for 11 years, April of 1989, since I  
 
       7               lived at that address, I never seen traffic  
 
       8               this bad in downtown Issaquah.  
 
       9                    MR. BROCK:  Getting worse?    
 
      10                    DOUGLAS PATER:  Getting worse as more new  
 
      11               people drive, drive vehicles, buy new cars and  
 
      12               everything.  Especially when you're going to  
 
      13               the grocery store, you see them line up  
 
      14               sometimes when they go shopping.  The traffic,  
 
      15               just especially on the other side of Front  
 
      16               Street, going toward Gilman, becomes heavy,  
 
      17               sometimes when I take my walks in downtown  
 
      18               Issaquah here to go to up to Target.  And then  
 
      19               as I take the bus on other side to go to  
 
      20               Costco, the traffic is even heavier over in  
 
      21               that area, too.  And I've seen it, sometimes  
 
      22               when I've gone up on the plateau to Pine Lake,  
 
      23               up by the Pine Lake Shopping Center and up to  
 
      24               the Highland Shopping Center, when I'm on Metro  
 
      25               or the DART bus.  That's, the situation will be  
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       1               better when the new bypass is built.  Traffic,  
 
       2               I think, will be much better.  There won't be  
 
       3               so much traffic on Front Street as it is right  
 
       4               now.  So those are my comments.  
 
       5                    MR. BROCK:  We appreciate them.    
 
       6                    DOUGLAS PATER:  Did I speak five minutes?    
 
       7                    MR. BROCK:  You probably still have a  
 
       8               couple minutes.    
 
       9                    DOUGLAS PATER:  I'll make best of it.   
 
      10               Also that our town of Issaquah is growing, as  
 
      11               far as population growth.  So when the people,  
 
      12               when there is more traffic, it increases in the  
 
      13               downtown area.  And that I feel that more roads  
 
      14               should be built to eliminate, handle more of  
 
      15               the traffic, handle more of the traffic  
 
      16               situation, than we have right now, in downtown  
 
      17               Issaquah, in Gilman Boulevard and from here to  
 
      18               the, all the way to the Highland Shopping  
 
      19               Center and the plateau.    
 
      20                    MR. BROCK:  Thank you.  
 
      21      
 
      22                                   
 
      23                                   
 
      24                                   
 
      25                                   
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       1                    STATEMENT OF JOHN KOEHLER  
 
       2                    JOHN KOEHLER:  I'm John Koehler.  I  
 
       3               haven't read the whole document.  I live just  
 
       4               off the Issaquah-Hobart Road off of 132nd at  
 
       5               the dead end, up a little bit up there.     
 
       6                    I guess my concern is that I understand  
 
       7               the bypass will alleviate some of the traffic  
 
       8               congestion on Front Street.  My concern,  
 
       9               though, is that we're just going be inviting  
 
      10               more traffic on Issaquah-Hobart Road; and I  
 
      11               don't think that road is adequate, even now, to  
 
      12               handle the capacity that it has right now.  So  
 
      13               if we're going to be throwing more traffic on  
 
      14               Issaquah-Hobart Road, I want to know what the  
 
      15               EIS statement is saying about the additional  
 
      16               traffic on an already congested road.  I don't  
 
      17               know if that's been addressed or not.  I guess  
 
      18               that's my, one of my major concerns.    
 
      19                    The other concern that I have, one of the  
 
      20               reasons I moved to Issaquah about five, six  
 
      21               years ago, was I like the environment that we  
 
      22               have already.  And I think it would be a major  
 
      23               detraction from the community by putting  
 
      24               through the bypass as proposed behind the high  
 
      25               school, because it's a very beautiful area and  
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       1               all that kind of stuff.    
 
       2                    But I know, the issue to me is that, if  
 
       3               the, what is causing most of the traffic  
 
       4               through the city of Issaquah?  Is it Issaquah  
 
       5               residents only, or is it more than that?  My  
 
       6               guess is, when they did that survey that -- I  
 
       7               haven't seen the results of that survey, but my  
 
       8               guess is that there would be a lot more people  
 
       9               coming from Auburn, Kent, Maple Valley,  
 
      10               which -- there was a survey that they stopped  
 
      11               traffic.  They passed that around.  I don't  
 
      12               know what the results of that survey were, was;  
 
      13               but I mean, my guess was it would confirm the  
 
      14               fact that most of the traffic coming through  
 
      15               Issaquah isn't coming from the main valley,  
 
      16               Issaquah-Hobart residents.    
 
      17                    It's coming from people outside of that,  
 
      18               which tells me that it's really a county issue.   
 
      19               They should be addressing some kind of  
 
      20               alternative route, other then Issaquah-Hobart  
 
      21               Road, which, again, I do not think is designed,  
 
      22               especially when you get the windiness further  
 
      23               south of where I live, it's not designed for  
 
      24               the type of traffic capacity that's going to be  
 
      25               coming through there if you build a bypass.  So  
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       1               those are my comments.  
 
       2                    MR. BROCK:  Okay.  Great.  
 
       3                    JOHN KOEHLER:  Thanks.  
 
       4                    MR. BROCK:  Thanks for taking the time.  
 
       5      
 
       6                   STATEMENT OF MARTHA WILLERD  
 
       7                    MARTH WILLERD:  My name is Martha Willerd.   
 
       8               I live at 885 Second Avenue Southeast, so I  
 
       9               live right across the street from the high  
 
      10               school; and I don't want the bypass.  One of my  
 
      11               major concerns as a citizen is that, with the  
 
      12               interchange going through, all that, if the  
 
      13               bypass isn't built and maybe even if it is  
 
      14               built, you're going to have a lot of traffic  
 
      15               coming onto Second to get to the interchange.   
 
      16               And I'm also a school bus driver and am  
 
      17               concerned about the volume of traffic on Second  
 
      18               Avenue.  It's a safety issue, I think with high  
 
      19               school kids driving.  And there's Clark just  
 
      20               right down the road and the Tiger Mountain High  
 
      21               School.  It's just too much traffic.  So I'm  
 
      22               hoping the City will be able to do something  
 
      23               about that.    
 
      24                    And other than that, I'm just one of those  
 
      25               people who would really rather not have the  
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       1               bypass.  I do lot of hiking up there with my  
 
       2               son.  He's a high school student, and he does  
 
       3               cross country in the fall.  There are some  
 
       4               great running trails up there that look like  
 
       5               they will be severely impacted.  Also I'm  
 
       6               concerned about the cost of the whole project.   
 
       7               I don't know exactly who is going to pay for  
 
       8               it; and if they run into problems with the  
 
       9               aquifer or something and they have to figure  
 
      10               out that they can't take out a bunch of trees,  
 
      11               they have to go up and over, how would that be  
 
      12               paid for.  
 
      13                    MR. BROCK:  Up and over?  
 
      14                    MARTH WILLERD:  Well, like Tiger Mountain  
 
      15               is so steep, what I'm wondering is, are they  
 
      16               just going to really build, they're either  
 
      17               going to have to build up or take out a lot of  
 
      18               dirt.  And so if, by any chance, they run into  
 
      19               some sort of stream or something, does that  
 
      20               mean on the steep hillside that they'll just  
 
      21               end up have to build, like, this huge viaduct  
 
      22               or something over the mountain?  I'm sure it  
 
      23               won't come to that.  
 
      24                    MR. BROCK:  In any case, it would be,  
 
      25               there is documents available; and even if it's  
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       1               just reading the executive summary, I think you  
 
       2               could help yourself understand a little bit  
 
       3               more about the alignments that are being  
 
       4               chosen.  And they've been surveyed, and there's  
 
       5               a lot of work that's been done already to  
 
       6               identify the kinds of issues that you have  
 
       7               brought up.  Certainly, if the project is  
 
       8               built -- it doesn't have the funding in place  
 
       9               yet.  It has to have the funding, and it's not  
 
      10               necessarily the City's intent at this point to  
 
      11               do anything other than trying to secure grant  
 
      12               funding or funding from other sources.  We've  
 
      13               spent some money on it, obviously.    
 
      14                    MARTH WILLERD:  Yes.  
 
      15                    MR. BROCK:  You need to do that just to  
 
      16               get to the point of deciding is it a viable  
 
      17               project and to the point of build/no build,  
 
      18               which is the next step from here.    
 
      19                    MARTH WILLERD:  How much?  Do you know?  
 
      20                    MR. BROCK:  There's a ranges of numbers  
 
      21               from 21 or 22 million to in the 30's, depending  
 
      22               on the alternative and the all the mitigations,  
 
      23               some of which haven't been decided on because  
 
      24               that's somewhat of a council decision, for  
 
      25               example, noise.  There's a federal level that's  
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       1               the minimum; and there's a lot of proponents or  
 
       2               opponents that say that, if you do that, you  
 
       3               should raise to the next level up above that,  
 
       4               which would obviously cost a little bit more  
 
       5               money.  So those are all decisions the council  
 
       6               will have to make when they get to the point of  
 
       7               do we build and, if so, how.    
 
       8                    MARTH WILLERD:  All right.  Thank you.  
 
       9                    MR. BROCK:  Tough, hot seats to be in.   
 
      10                    MARTH WILLERD:  Yeah.  No fun.  
 
      11                    MR. BROCK:  Thanks.  
 
      12      
 
      13                     STATEMENT OF BOB FAUCETT  
 
      14                    BOB FAUCETT:  Hello.  My name is Bob  
 
      15               Faucett, and I live at 305 Second Avenue  
 
      16               Northeast, Issaquah, about two blocks north of  
 
      17               the city hall.  I'm here because I'm strongly  
 
      18               opposed to the bypass.  And I'm going to throw  
 
      19               a little editorial comment out here.  I really  
 
      20               think the bypass is misnamed, because I don't  
 
      21               believe the bypass bypasses Issaquah.  In fact,  
 
      22               the analogy I see with bypass is the Alaska Way  
 
      23               Viaduct.  I see the relationship between the  
 
      24               bypass and Tiger Mountain and Issaquah is very  
 
      25               similar to the waterfront and the downtown area  
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       1               of Seattle in its relationship to Alaska Way.   
 
       2               I see that very clearly.  In fact, I think we  
 
       3               should, if we were really honest, I think we  
 
       4               should rename the bypass, quite frankly, the  
 
       5               Tiger Way Viaduct, because that's exactly what  
 
       6               my impression of what this highway will be.    
 
       7                    What is real tragedy, apart from all the  
 
       8               environmental issues -- and by environmental,  
 
       9               I'll be very specific.  I think noise is going  
 
      10               to be a major element.  There will be probably  
 
      11               more air pollution, and there will be visual  
 
      12               impacts, as well as cut off access, at least to  
 
      13               my private walk up Tiger Mountain on Saturdays  
 
      14               and Sunday mornings, which is unfortunate.   
 
      15               It's a selfish thing, but I still feel that's  
 
      16               important.    
 
      17                    What I think the real tragedy is here, in  
 
      18               my opinion, it is not going to reduce the  
 
      19               congestion on Front Street, because at the  
 
      20               times when I drive Front Street in the morning,  
 
      21               I'm not held up by Front Street so much as I'm  
 
      22               held up by I-90.  And in fact, there's a little  
 
      23               light.  As you leave Front Street and approach  
 
      24               I-90 towards the west, you've got this light.   
 
      25               A red and green light stops you if you're going  
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       1               fast on Front Street or slow on Front Street.   
 
       2               So the real bottleneck, the real choke point is  
 
       3               I-90 in the morning.  And in the evening, I  
 
       4               can't speak to that as well, because I don't  
 
       5               drive south of here; but I can only imagine  
 
       6               Issaquah-Hobart Road being a major choke point.   
 
       7               I see that what's going happen, certainly with  
 
       8               the bypass relationship to I-90, it's going to  
 
       9               put more traffic onto I-90 quicker and actually  
 
      10               increase congestion on I-90.  So unless you  
 
      11               address I-90, it's a fallacy to even consider  
 
      12               Front Street.    
 
      13                    The other factor is that in the evening  
 
      14               times, if one just observes the problem, more  
 
      15               than 50 percent of the traffic is lined up on  
 
      16               I-90, waiting to go north up on the Lake  
 
      17               Sammamish plateau.  This is not going to do  
 
      18               anything for that type of traffic.  So it's  
 
      19               unfortunate, your children, your grandchildren  
 
      20               are not going to appreciate it.  I think  
 
      21               they're going to look back on that and say it  
 
      22               was a tragedy.  I think Tiger Mountain is a  
 
      23               really special place.    
 
      24                    So I would hope that the council and the  
 
      25               politicians would give some due consideration  
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       1               to these.  I would like to see the engineering  
 
       2               report, the EIS, demonstrate to me that,  
 
       3               indeed, this thing will not cause additional  
 
       4               congestion on I-90.  That's about it.  That's  
 
       5               all I have to say.  
 
       6                    MR. BROCK:  That's fine.  Those comments  
 
       7               will be addressed to the extent that they can.   
 
       8               I think that your closing comment is a good  
 
       9               one, because I think that addresses a specific  
 
      10               concern, whether it's already addressed in  
 
      11               there or not.  
 
      12                    BOB FAUCETT:  I don't know if it is or  
 
      13               not.   
 
      14                    MR. BROCK:  There's a multitude of things  
 
      15               there are addressed.  
 
      16                    BOB FAUCETT:  I am sure there is.  
 
      17                    MR. BROCK:  And there's several others.   
 
      18               If you have the time, it's August 15th.  So  
 
      19               you've got two weeks to still peruse that  
 
      20               document.  It's available at the library or  
 
      21               city hall; and if you have the time, you should  
 
      22               do it.  In any case the comments --  
 
      23                    BOB FAUCETT:  I should run for office,  
 
      24               sometimes I feel.    
 
      25                                   
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       1                    STATEMENT OF MARY CHIRKIS  
 
       2                    MARY CHIRKIS:  Marry Chirkis.  It's  
 
       3               spelled C-H-I-R-K-I-S. I live at 4152  
 
       4               Providence Point Drive Southeast.  I have lived  
 
       5               in the area since May a year ago.  I came to  
 
       6               the area primarily because my children are  
 
       7               here, but I considered it to be one of the  
 
       8               loveliest places I've ever seen.    
 
       9                    I'm very disturbed by the construction and  
 
      10               what's going on with the gravel pit, et cetera.   
 
      11               In listening to the other peoples' comments  
 
      12               this evening, I understand their concerns.  I  
 
      13               can see where they're coming from, but I'm not  
 
      14               seeing them come up with good alternatives to  
 
      15               what is being proposed.  They're saying that  
 
      16               Highway 18 is there for people's use, and  
 
      17               that's a good thing and a viable point.  The  
 
      18               hard thing is to get people to use it, and  
 
      19               knowing people as much as I do in the time I've  
 
      20               lived, they're going to go to something that  
 
      21               they consider to be faster and quicker, rather  
 
      22               than going down the road a little bit further  
 
      23               and then crossing over.  The citizens of  
 
      24               Issaquah, I think, they have to do something to  
 
      25               force them to use it.    
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       1                    And when I moved up here, I moved up from  
 
       2               Oklahoma.  Oklahoma has what they call "toll  
 
       3               roads."  You want to ride on my road, you pay.   
 
       4               Okay?  I think if they instituted some kind of  
 
       5               a system whereby people wanting to go down  
 
       6               Front Street to Hobart Road had to pay for the  
 
       7               privilege of going through, that might  
 
       8               alleviate the problems somewhat.  I don't think  
 
       9               it's fair for the taxpayers in this area to  
 
      10               have to pay for a bypass, because it's going to  
 
      11               be the taxpayers in the city of Issaquah that  
 
      12               are going to be hit hardest to pay for this  
 
      13               road, which they obviously don't want.    
 
      14                    Back in Oklahoma, when you hit the toll  
 
      15               road, if you had a pass or something, you  
 
      16               could, you don't have to stop.  You can just,  
 
      17               you can go through.  The machine reads it, and  
 
      18               you pass on.  If you were an out-of-towner or,  
 
      19               you know, just traveling through the country,  
 
      20               you had to pay your toll to get there.  And I  
 
      21               think, it's always been my experience that  
 
      22               money talks, that something like this might do  
 
      23               it.  I don't know.    
 
      24                    But I mean, I'm just throwing this out to  
 
      25               see if this is a possibility.  I mean, I don't  
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       1               know how much brainstorming they've done for  
 
       2               alternative things to this situation.  But I  
 
       3               agree with everything that they're saying about  
 
       4               the road is bad, as far as being close to the  
 
       5               school.  I don't think it's really going to  
 
       6               help congestion that much, especially when  
 
       7               you're talking about all the traffic lights  
 
       8               that are going to be on it.    
 
       9                    And I was just listening to the gentlemen  
 
      10               building the road, I think, talk to somebody  
 
      11               else.  I think a newspaper reporter.  He said  
 
      12               he hasn't heard anything new.  I'm wondering if  
 
      13               he's really hearing what he has heard in the  
 
      14               past that these people really, genuinely don't  
 
      15               want this.  I think he's just, you know, that's  
 
      16               not what I want to hear.  It's not my job.  You  
 
      17               know, his job is building that road.  He makes  
 
      18               his money that way.    
 
      19                    But that's how I feel at this time.  If I  
 
      20               can come up with anything, any other ideas, I  
 
      21               would like to share them.  
 
      22                    MR. BROCK:  Well, the comment period is  
 
      23               August 15th.  So you have plenty of time.  If  
 
      24               you haven't taken a look at the draft  
 
      25               documents, the points you brought up are  
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       1               addressed in there in terms of whether they're  
 
       2               reasonable or not.  So you know, you may or may  
 
       3               not have the time to do that.  But certainly if  
 
       4               you want to be fully informed, taking a little  
 
       5               bit of time to stop by the library or the city  
 
       6               hall and pick up a copy and check it out.  
 
       7                    MARY CHIRKIS:  Those are available?    
 
       8                    MR. BROCK:  Yes, they are.    
 
       9                    MARY CHIRKIS:  No charge?    
 
      10                    MR. BROCK:  You can buy one, but you can  
 
      11               also check one out at no charge.  You can pick  
 
      12               one up from our Public Works Office next to the  
 
      13               Holiday Inn there on, behind Eagle hardware.    
 
      14                    MARY CHIRKIS:  Okay.  It's a beautiful  
 
      15               area, and I would like to see it maintained as  
 
      16               close to -- I'd hate to see it become, like,  
 
      17               another Factoria.  I'm sure that what they're  
 
      18               saying is true, the developers are pushing for  
 
      19               these roads so that they can develop the area  
 
      20               more.  Then you're going to have house on top  
 
      21               of house.  You're not going to have the beauty  
 
      22               that you have now.  Who needs another San  
 
      23               Francisco?  We have enough big cities.  
 
      24                    MR. BROCK:  That's true.  Okay.  Great.   
 
      25               That was it?  
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       1                    MARY CHIRKIS:  Yes.    
 
       2                    MR. BROCK:  Okay.  Again, we're open  
 
       3               Monday through Friday.  Feel free, if you have  
 
       4               few minutes, to stop by and check the document  
 
       5               out.  And we have a number of people that have  
 
       6               taken advantage of that.  It's a big document,  
 
       7               but there's also a summary section that might  
 
       8               help you understand it a little more.  It's  
 
       9               always good to be as informed as you can.   
 
      10               Thanks for stopping by.  
 
      11                                
 
      12                              [Hearing concluded at 8:10 p.m.]  
 
      13     
 
      14     
 
      15     
 
      16     
 
      17     
 
      18     
 
      19     
 
      20     
 
      21     
 
      22     
 
      23     
 
      24     
 
      25     
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       1                      C E R T I F I C A T E  
 
       2    STATE OF WASHINGTON  )  
                                 )  SS  
       3    COUNTY OF KING       )  
              
       4              I, Jacqueline L. Bellows, a Notary Public in   
              
       5    and for the State of Washington, do hereby certify:  
              
       6              That the foregoing hearing was taken before   
              
       7    me at the time and place therein set forth;  
              
       8              That the statements of the witnesses and all   
              
       9    remarks made at the time of the hearing were recorded   
              
      10    stenographically by me, and thereafter transcribed   
              
      11    under my direction;  
              
      12              That the foregoing transcript is a true   
              
      13    record of the statements given by the witnesses and of   
              
      14    all remarks made at the time of the hearing, to the   
              
      15    best of my ability.  
              
      16              Witness my hand and seal this 14th day of   
              
      17    August, 2000.  
              
      18      
              
      19      
              
      20                             ______________________________  
                                     Jacqueline L. Bellows, Notary  
      21                             Public in and for the State   
                                     of Washington, residing at   
      22                             Arlington.  Commission   
                                     expires October 17, 2002.    
      23     
 
      24     
 
      25     
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        1            MR. HAFF:  Good evening.  My name is Lou Haff.  I'm  
 
         2            the project manager of the Southeast Issaquah  
 
         3            Bypass.  I work for the City of Issaquah.  I'd like  
 
         4            to introduce a couple of people up front with me.  
 
         5            On my immediate right is Sean.  Sean is an employee  
 
         6            of the Public Works Department.  He's going to be  
 
         7            operating a timer for us.  
 
         8                  Next to Sean is Nancy.  Nancy is a court  
 
         9            reporter who is going to be taking a verbatim  
 
        10            transcript of the proceedings tonight. 
 
        11                  I'd like to get into the hearing, please, as  
 
        12            quickly as possible, but I need to share a couple 

of  
 
        13            things with you first.  
 
        14                  First of all, this is an official hearing  
 
        15            being conducted for the purpose of receiving 

public  
 
        16            comment on a Drafted Environmental Impact 

Statement.  
 
        17            We expect a fairly large crowd tonight and a lot 

of  
 
        18            people desiring to give input.  We are using the  
 
        19            City of Issaquah council rules and have put a  
 
        20            five-minute time limit on speakers. 
 
        21                  There's a sign-up sheet.  I'd like to ask  
 
        22            anybody who wishes to speak at this hearing to 

sign  
 
        23            up.  We are working concurrently another hearing 

in  
 

      24            a smaller room in the back for folks who might like  

 
        25            to give oral testimony in a slightly different and  
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         1            less pressured environment. 
 
         2                  There's a smaller room with a court reporter  

 
3            and a hearing official, Mr. Bob Brock.       The 

rules of  
 
         4            that hearing format is that the person who's  
 

 5            speaking has the discretion of deciding whether 
they  

 
         6            want any audience at all or none. 
 
         7                  The purpose, of course, is to give people an  
 
         8            opportunity to speak if they wish without any  
 

9            feelings of intimidation, if that's how they 
choose.  

 
        10            You have your choice of speaking here or there.   
 

11                  We would respectfully request that you not 
try  

 
        12            to do both because, after all, we have three hours  
 
        13            tonight for this hearing, and if you give five  
 
        14            minutes, that's a relatively small number of  
 
        15            speaking windows that we have. 
 
        16                  I would also like to request that we all be  
 
        17            civil to each other tonight.  And I don't say that  
 
        18            in a derogatory manner to anybody.  I think 

there's  
 
        19            room enough in the world for people to have  
 
        20            different opinions on any subject, particularly 

this  
 
        21            one. 
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        22                  Folks who have strong feelings and strong  
 
        23            emotions are to be respected.  Please don't 

disrupt  
 
        24            speakers when they are speaking.  I think 

everybody  
 
        25            has a right to speak without any type of 

disruption  
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         1            to their speaking. 
 
         2                  So having said that, then you'll have five  
 
         3            minutes.  We'll give you a one-minute warning 

blast  
 
         4            when you're approaching the end of your five  
 
         5            minutes.  
 
         6                  Pam from the back of the room will call the  
 
         7            speakers one at a time.  I'd like you to come  
 
         8            forward.  Use the lectern and use the microphone 

so  
 
         9            everyone can hear.  She will call the speaker's 

name  
 
        10            and then call the next person on deck, and if that  
 
        11            person could come forward and be ready, we'll try 

to  
 
        12            keep people moving in that manner.  
 
        13                  Having said that, it's my pleasure to 

welcome  
 
        14            you again and get on with the hearing.  Pam, would  
 
        15            you please call the first speaker and the next in  
 
        16            line? 
 
        17                     
 
        18                         STATEMENT OF BROOK THACKER 

 
        19                    BROOK THACKER:  My name is Brook Thacker,  
 
        20            and I've lived in Issaquah for 14 years, and I've  
 
        21            taught for 14 years in Lake Washington School  
 
        22            District.  
 
        23                  My concern with the DEIS is that it doesn't  
 
        24            seem to address the effects of noise on students'  
 
        25            health, on their attention, or on their 

performance. 
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         1                  In Table 4-A in the DEIS, it says that the  
 
         2            abatement measures couldn't be used for Issaquah  
 
         3            High School, and I don't really understand why 

they  
 
         4            can't be.  
 

5                  I also don't understand the term "constrain 
by  

 
         6            local access" in reference to what seems to be an  
 
         7            inadvertent failure to protect a learning  
 
         8            environment.  It's probably just an oversight.  
 
         9                  In this week's Issaquah Press, there's a  
 
        10            letter by a former Issaquah High student named  
 
        11            Allisa Bick, and I'm quoting from her letter:  
 
        12                   "When teachers open windows to relieve  
 
        13            stuffiness in the crowded classrooms, they have to  
 
        14            compete for attention against the backdrop of the  
 
        15            rural trucks.  It's already hard enough to pay  
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        16            attention in class without that added 
distraction."  

 
        17                 Where I teach, we have a large lawn mower 

that  
 

18            for years interrupted instruction, and this year 
the  

 
        19            lawn mower now does all the mowing around the  
 
        20            classrooms before 7:00 a.m. so as to not to  
 
        21            interfere with instruction.  So we have one power  
 
        22            lawn mower versus 125 garbage trucks.  
 
        23                  If the county uses this proposed bypass to  
 
        24            access the landfill -- and I mean a lawn mower, 

125  
 
        25            garbage trucks, not to mention other trucks,  
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         1            motorcycles -- should stoplights be put in, then  
 
         2            these garbage trucks are going to grind through  
 
         3            first gear, second gear.  This just seems like an  
 
         4            error to me.  
 
         5                  In her letter Allisa also mentions that her  
 
         6            sister has asthma.  And all teachers have known 

that  
 
         7            asthma has been on the rise for the past five to 

ten  
 
         8            years, and health reports are coming out now tying   
 
         9            the increase in asthma to poor air quality.  And 

in  
 
        10            King County, it's either 80 or 90 percent of the 
air  
 
        11            quality's pollution is contributed to cars, motor  
 

        12            vehicles.  
 
        13                  Putting a steady stream of motor vehicles by  
 
        14            students who are already suffering an increase in  
 
        15            asthma and other respiratory problems just doesn't  
 
        16            seem like a good proposal.  
 
        17                  Some of the studies regarding performance,  
 
        18            behavior, responsibility, I'm going back to 1975.   
 
        19            I'll be very brief here.  
 
        20                  It's only because our population has 
ballooned  
 
        21            and development has increased incompetently that  
 
        22            we're thinking of putting freeways by the schools,  
 
        23            so in this study, in 1975 from New York, and it  
 
        24            involves elevated trains.  
 
        25                  The school was close to the trains, and they  
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         1            compared part of the school that faced the 
elevated  
 
         2            trains versus the part that was farthest away.  By  
 
         3            the time the students had reached 6th grade, there  
 
         4            was a year's difference in reading ability and  
 
         5            significant percentage-point differences in all 
test  
 
         6            scores with noise abatement, the noisy part of the  
 
         7            school.  
 
         8                  There's a study by Theodore Waths, W-a-t-h-
s.   
 
         9            In 1993 he cataloged poor social interaction when  

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 200 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 
        10            there's noise pollution in the environment, and 

when  
 
        11            I was a teacher, what I found most disturbing is  
 
        12            that the adults who were in charge also had lower  
 
        13            levels of responsibility and poorer interaction 

with  
 
        14            their students.  
 
        15                  The most recent study I found was out of  
 
        16            Cornell University.  It compared schools in the  
 
        17            airport flight paths with schools out of the 

flight  
 
        18            paths, and it was no surprise to anybody, there's 

a  
 
        19            huge difference in their performance and in their  
 
        20            test scores. 
 
        21                  So I'll conclude with a bibliography.  I've  
 
        22            made copies for the mayor and for the councilmen 

and  
 
        23            women.  I have 12 copies here.  Could I leave them  
 
        24            with the stenographer?  They explore noise 

pollution  
 
        25            and its effect on students. 
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         1                       STATEMENT OF RON ALLISON 
 
         2                    RON ALLISON:  My name is Ron Allison, 
 
         3            10124-238th Way SE, Issaquah.  I would like to 
point  
 
         4            out several conditions I have regarding the DEIS  
 
         5            that deals with the geology and seismic hazards.  
 
         6            I will read it because I'm making specific  

 
         7            references to pages.   
 
         8                  Reference one, Page 4-2630, sensitive areas:   
 
         9            "Portions of the project on the north end are  
 
        10            classified as steep slopes, erosion hazard areas,  
 
        11            and landslide hazard areas, all of which are near 
or  
 
        12            adjacent to seismic hazard areas.  However, the  
 
        13            Icicle Creek engineers removed the regional  
 
        14            landslide hazard areas designation."  Why?  
 
        15                  It must be explained how a private company 
or  
 
        16            individual can undesignate sensitive areas.  Who 
is  
 
        17            liable if it proves to be incorrect?  
 
        18                  This problem must be covered in more detail.   
 
        19            A risk analysis of the landslide hazards must be  
 
        20            compared for the final DEIS.  
 
        21                  Reference Page 4-22, structural geology: 
 
        22                  "The DEIS states that a two-and-a-half  
 
        23            mile-wide fault zone of the Seattle fault has been  
 
        24            mapped, and that it can be projected through the  
 
        25            project corridor area."  
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         1                  Reference page 4-31, seismic hazard: 
 
         2                  "The significance of the fault zone must be  
 
         3            discussed in detail.  And a risk analysis must be  
 
         4            prepared to properly evaluate citizens' safety and  
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         5            construction costs.  The risk assessment and  
 
         6            potential mitigation associated with the Seattle  
 
         7            fault must be prepared for the final DEIS and not  
 
         8            postponed until design settings are conducted." 
 

         9                  The DEIS does not 
address the fact of seismic  

 
        10            hazards adequately.  Reference Figure 4-6 shows, 

and  
 
        11            Page 4-35 states that 70 percent of Alternate 4, 

the  
 
        12            preferred route, would be built on either steep  
 
        13            slopes or in seismic hazard areas.  
 
        14                  To give you an example, King County's DEIS  
 
        15            would not allow any construction in the area of  
 
        16            Alternate 4 because of the steep slopes.  Why 

should  
 
        17            the City of Issaquah?  
 
        18                  Repeatedly we read that a major earthquake  
 
        19            will strike.  It is my position that the drafted  
 
        20            DEIS does not adequately address these problems.   
 
        21            Thank you.  
 
        22                     
 
        23                         STATEMENT OF TERENCE AGNEW 
 
        24                    TERENCE AGNEW:  Thank you.  My name is  
 
        25            Terence Agnew and I live in Issaquah,  I've lived  
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         1            here since 1943, and I've seen obviously a lot of  
 

         2            changes since that time.  I'm talking about the  
 
         3            Seattle area.  
 
         4                  I was also assigned back in 1968 to a 
forward  
 
         5            thrust project by the organization that I worked  
 
         6            with, and I remember at that time everyone said,  
 
         7            Traffic problems?  We have no traffic problems.  
 
         8            We'll never have traffic problems.  
 
         9                  You try to tell our friends and neighbors 
and  
 
        10            those people who could vote for it at that time, 
you  
 
        11            could get the 55 percent, you couldn't get the 60  
 
        12            percent, and all the money that was set aside went  
 
        13            down to Atlanta, Georgia.  
 
        14                  I wish we had that same decision to make now  
 
        15            when we try and travel around our state.  
Especially  
 
        16            around our area. 
 
        17                  Now, the other thing is, the point I'm 
getting  
 
        18            at, you can't hold back the tide.  You try and 
work  
 
        19            with the tide.  
 
        20                  I remember a friend years ago talking about  
 
        21            North Bend and the traffic problem there.  She 
said,  
 
        22            No, there should be no bypass for North Bend.  You  
 
        23            should continue going right through town as you  
 
        24            always have, why should we change?  
 
        25                  Well, I don't think we can go right through  
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         1            downtown North Bend. 
 
         2                  The other factor that I'm trying to bring up  
 
         3            again is compromise.  The bypass.  A lot of people  
 
         4            think it should be, a lot of people think it  
 
         5            shouldn't be.  A lot of people are concerned that  
 
         6            this might turn into 605, and I think that could 

be  
 
         7            a tragedy for this area.  
 
         8                  The other thing I think I'm worried about 

are  
 
         9            friends of mine, because you know it's an echo  
 
        10            chamber between Tiger and Issaquah.  Somehow there  
 
        11            has to be some appreciation of noise, and if you  
 
        12            allow garbage trucks to go through, you aggravate 

a  
 
        13            situation. 
 
        14                  Now, we're trying to relieve traffic, yes, 

but  
 
        15            we're not trying to aggravate a situation.  But  
 
        16            we've all lived with the elastic-band period.  You  
 
        17            develop it, you build it, and it's wonderful for  
 
        18            about three to five years, and then you have a  
 
        19            traffic mess. 
 
        20                  Now, the thing I'm trying to get at, and we  
 
        21            all need assurances and reassurances that if it's  
 
        22            going to be put through as it is being told, two  
 
        23            lanes, and I've heard back there the two lanes 
would  
 

        24            be an assurance.  We don't need 605 and it should  
 
        25            never be 605.  
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         1                  But somehow we've got to alleviate the 
traffic  
 
         2            problems.  I've talked to people who try and come 
in  
 
         3            from Mirrormont.  They said they can be tied up 30  
 
         4            to 35 minutes just to get from Mirrormont down to  
 
         5            Sycamore.  Now, that doesn't make sense.  
 
         6                  And yet again, it doesn't make sense not to 
do  
 
         7            anything, but it does make sense, I think, to not  
 
         8            overdo the project.  So I think that's basically  
 
         9            what I'm trying to get across.  
 
        10                                       
 
        11                         STATEMENT OF ERIC ERICKSON 
 
        12                    ERIC ERICKSON:  I'm Eric Erickson.   
 
        13            13040-189th Avenue SE, Renton.  I have formally  
 
        14            submitted my written comments on technical issues  
 
        15            with regard to the DEIS, but there are a couple of  
 
        16            points that I feel I need to make that we've  
 
        17            overlooked completely within the document. 
 
        18                  AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Could you speak up, 

please?   
 
        19            It's difficult to hear with all the noise in the  
 
        20            back. 
 
        21                  ERIC ERICKSON:  There is no mitigation for 

the  
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        22            increased traffic on Issaquah-Hobart Road south of  
 
        23            the city limits.  In fact, there's no 

documentation  
 
        24            in this draft document at all.  The road is 

already  
 
        25            at capacity and beyond, typically, in the 

northbound  
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         1            direction in the morning and the southbound  
 
         2            direction in the evening.  
 
         3                  Incidentally, the bypass will aggravate that  
 
         4            situation with the return of large trucks, garbage  
 
         5            and others.  And there's no mitigation in there 

for  
 
         6            the increase in air pollution south of the city  
 
         7            limits, either. 
 
         8                  There are a couple other alternatives that 

did  
 
         9            not get looked at in the DEIS related to  
 
        10            development, particularly at Park Pointe.  It did  
 
        11            not look at the extension of the proposed trolley  
 
        12            system to Park Pointe to end part of their 
traffic,  
 
        13            or the extent of the proposed trolley system to  
 
        14            Issaquah Highlands or Grand Ridge to take care of  
 
        15            part of their traffic, or the extent of the 
proposed  
 
        16            trolley system to the Lake Sammamish boat ramp. 
 

        17                  Those projects each are something like $1.5  
 
        18            million from Grand Ridge, potentially  
 
        19            $2 million from Park Pointe.  And the county's $5  
 
        20            million contribution to the projects could be  
 
        21            well-spent on another park-and-ride lot on the 
north  
 
        22            side tying into the trolley line and tying into 
the  
 
        23            bus line to alleviate the mitigation for traffic 
on  
 

24            Front Street.  There's other projects.  Thank you.        
25             
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         1                         STATEMENT OF SUZANNE SUTHER 
 
         2                    SUZANNE SUTHER:  Good evening.  My name is  
 
         3            Suzanne Suther.  I represent The Greater Issaquah  
 
         4            Chamber of Commerce.  I do have a letter for the  
 
         5            record that I would like to read for you.  It is  
 
         6            addressed to Bob Brock, and he's the public works  
 
         7            director as directed from the Draft EIS.  
 
         8                   "The Greater Issaquah Chamber of Commerce 

on  
 
         9            behalf of its membership is committed to the  
 
        10            enhancement of our ability to move people, goods,  
 
        11            and services efficiently through, within, and 

around  
 
        12            the City of Issaquah.  
 
        13                  "The local transportation network has  
 
        14            substantial impact on the Issaquah community in  
 
        15            terms of the economic well-being of the area and 

the  
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        16            quality of life of Issaquah residents, therefore,  
 
        17            the Chamber continues to support local and 

regional  
 
        18            efforts directed at resolving our transportation  
 
        19            issues.  
 
        20                  "More specifically, the Board of Directors 

of  
 
        21            The Greater Issaquah Chamber of Commerce and the  
 
        22            Chamber's transportation committee continue to  
 
        23            support the design, funding, and construction of a  
 
        24            new Issaquah arterial accessed from the I-

90/Sunset  
 
        25            Interchange, commonly referred to as Southeast  
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         1            Bypass.  
 
         2                  "The Chamber gives qualified support to the  
 
         3            recommended Alternative 5 as a result of our 
review  
 
         4            of the Southeast Issaquah Bypass Draft 
Environmental  
 
         5            Impact Statement dated June 2000.  
 
         6                  "Our concerns with the recommended  
 
         7            Alternative 4 focuses on noise impact, vegetation  
 
         8            taking, water pollution, wetland taking, and  
 
         9            proposed mitigation.  
 
        10                  "We believe a chart comparing positive or  
 
        11            negative impact of each proposed alternative as a  
 
        12            major against the status quo situation, no bypass,  

 
        13            will be an invaluable aid to the decision making  
 
        14            process of our chamber members. 
 
        15                  "Regarding the noise impact, a severe 
increase  
 
        16            would result near the high school.  How do these  
 
        17            noise levels compare to other Issaquah and Seattle  
 
        18            schools?  What are generally accepted noise levels  
 
        19            in school settings?  Are there relative real-life  
 
        20            examples of areas in the region that have a DBA  
 
        21            level along the proposed route consistent with the  
 
        22            new levels after the bypass is in? 
 
        23                  "Is there potential mitigation in this area 
or  
 
        24            is it simply unreasonable or not feasible? 
 
        25                  "Regarding vegetation and wetland impact, 

are  
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         1            there ways to exceed best management practices, 

and  
 
         2            at what cost?  How will we ensure that the 

clearing  
 
         3            or taking will be minimized to the extent 

possible?   
 
         4            What are the standards to ensure that compliance,  
 
         5            and at what cost can we set higher standards in an  
 
         6            effort to reduce impact? 
 
         7                  "The Greater Issaquah Chamber of Commerce  
 
         8            appreciates the opportunity to be involved in this  
 
         9            Southeast Issaquah Bypass process and will 

continue  
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        10            to provide its input as the process evolves.  
 
        11            Sincerely, The Greater Issaquah Chamber of 

Commerce." 
 
        12            Thank you.  
 
        13                                       
 
        14                         STATEMENT OF LARRY FRANKS  
 
        15                    LARRY FRANKS:  Larry Franks, 29 year  
 
        16            resident at 24001 SE 103rd Street, Issaquah.  
 
        17                  The problem with traffic congestion on  
 
        18            Front Street is regional in nature.  The solutions  
 
        19            proposed by the Southeast Bypass Alternatives are  
 
        20            local in scope and cannot fix the problem.  It 
will  
 
        21            only delay the recognition for need of a regional  
 
        22            solution. 
 
        23                  Alternatives that have been examined to date  
 
        24            have not been designed to resolve the regional  
 
        25            problem.  The City of Issaquah would be much 
better  
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         1            served putting the energy, the time, the money, 
the  
 
         2            research in the participating in the design of a  
 
         3            regional solution. 
 
         4                  Brief review of the alternatives that have  
 
         5            been examined over the last 10 years brings out a  
 
         6            very local bias.  
 

         7                  1989 the Parsons-Breaker half-study focused 
on  
 
         8            five interchanges on I-90.  They examined ways to  
 
         9            serve the transportation needs of Issaquah.  No  
 
        10            regional mentioned.  
 
        11                  They concluded that improvements and a 
bypass  
 
        12            were called for.  You ask a small question, you 
get  
 
        13            a small answer. 
 
        14                  The same firm did the research in 1997, and  
 
        15            again accepted that Issaquah's only constraint  
 
        16            identified nine corridors to examine again 

strictly  
 
        17            within the Issaquah confines.  
 
        18                  Project goal number two even went so far as 

to  
 

        19            state that it was to provide 
a bypass of the city of  

 
        20            Issaquah's central business district.  No regional  
 
        21            consideration.  They eliminated eight of the nine  
 
        22            corridors with identifiable cause, no larger scope  
 
        23            alternatives were apparently examined other than  
 
        24            adding a park-and-ride or possibly another HOV 

lane.  
 
        25                  They concluded that the corridors 

essentially  
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         1            within the city limits warranted additional study.   
 
         2            If you ask a small question, you'll get a small  
 
         3            answer.  
 
         4                  Again in '98, the same firm acknowledged,   
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         5            "The accommodation of regional travel demand has  
 
         6            overwhelmed the existing transportation system's  
 
         7            ability."  Any resident will say "Dah."  
 
         8                  It goes on to analyze the range of 

solutions,  
 
         9            but again, it's limited to just within Issaquah.   
 
        10            The recurring theme is one of posing small  
 
        11            questions, we're doomed to get small answers.  
 
        12                  I see no evidence of thinking outside the  
 
        13            bounds of this community other than the  
 
        14            park-and-ride implementation.  A regional traffic          11                 11            I believe and have said for the past five-plus  
 
        15            solution must greatly reduce the motivation for  
 
        16            individual car trips.  Whether this takes the form  
 
        17            of rail or whatever, I don't know.  
 
        18                  I do know that the time, energy, and dollars  
 
        19            spent in fine tuning this kind of small solution  
 
        20            would be far better spent in analyzing and solving  
 
        21            the larger regional problem.  We've asked the 
wrong  
 
        22            question, we'll get a wrong answer.  
 
        23                                       
 
        24                    STATEMENT OF KRISTIN PEARSON-FRANKS  
 
        25            KRISTIN PEARSON-FRANKS:  Resident, 29 years,  
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         1            24001 SE 103rd street, Issaquah. 
 
         2                  My question is the same one I've asked  
 

         3            officials for the last five years without 
receiving  

 
         4            an adequate answer.  
 
         5                  In the evening commute, how can you take  
 
         6            traffic on the southbound bypass and add a stream 

of  
 
         7            cars heading south on Front Street, many which 

have  
 
         8            merged from Second Avenue, and squeeze all of 

these  
 
         9            cars into one southbound lane on Issaquah-Hobart  
 
        10            Road without creating a recipe for disaster?  
 

 
        12            years that you are only moving the bottle neck 

from  
 
        13            the center of the city to the county boundary  
 
        14            without solving the problem.  
 
        15                  The increased congestion will seriously 
impact  
 
        16            all the county residents living on and near the  
 
        17            Issaquah-Hobart Road, creating serious air and 
noise  
 
        18            quality problems due to pollution being captured 
in  
 
        19            the valley of Tiger and Squak Mountains.  
 
        20                                       
 
        21                          STATEMENT OF TERRY JESKE  
 
        22                    TERRY JESKE:  Hi.  My name is Terry Jeske  
 
        23            and I live on 10011-238th Way SE and I'm going to  
 
        24            speak directly to some of the noise issues in the  
 
        25            Draft EIS. 
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         1                  On Table 4-6 it has a chart that shows 
changes  
 
         2            in the amount of DBA at different receptors and  
 
         3            locations throughout the Issaquah area.  And one  
 
         4            thing that wasn't brought up was a ten DBA 
increase  
 
         5            in noise actually doubles the amount of noise.  
And  
 
         6            it would be a very helpful tidbit for DIS for the  
 
         7            common person to read that.  
 
         8                    And actually it would even be better if 
they  
 
         9            put every single, what they call a receptor, and 
had  
 
        10            a percentage change or decrease due to the 
proposed  
 
        11            bypass, and what that could mean.  Because most  
 
        12            people don't understand what a DBA is and what the  
 
        13            increase in a DBA is. 
 
        14                  Also, I believe not enough information was  
 
        15            given to forecast the two-twenty-fifteen traffic  
 
        16            other than there's a development of the southeast  
 
        17            bypass.  Final DIS transportation technical 
report,  
 
        18            but it didn't really talk about if a road from the  
 
        19            county was taken into consideration due to the  
 
        20            increase in traffic that would then allow more  
 
        21            development into the county as well.  
 
        22                  In fact, the county was completely left out 
of  
 

        23            this entire DIS, and I'm running the board with 
the  
 
        24            county and it's going to have some traffic  
 
        25            conditions and air pollution concerns with the  
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         1            county.  And if we don't work with the county and  
 
         2            the city, I think we can all agree there's going 
to  
 
         3            be a big problem there. 
 
         4                  Also, on page 4-11, the Draft EIS states 
that  
 
         5            the FH noise abatement criteria are noise 
guidelines  
 
         6            as specified as exterior noise levels for various  
 
         7            land activity categories.  For receptors where  
 
         8            serenity and quiet are of extraordinary 
significance  
 
         9            the noise criteria is 57 DBA.  For residences,  
 
        10            parks, schools, churches and similar areas the 
noise  
 
        11            criteria is 67 DBA and for other developed lands  
 
        12            it's set at 72 DBA. 
 
        13                  Well, when you look at Table 4-6 in the 
Draft  
 
        14            Environmental Impact Statement, it shows that 
almost  
 
        15            every alternative has significant noise concerns  
 
        16            that either approach or exceed these DBA levels.   
 
        17            And I was wondering why it wasn't mentioned in 
there  
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        18            how we're going to, while we're building the 
bypass,  
 
        19            when these noise levels are bypassing the FHWA  
 
        20            standards.  
 
        21                  One major concern is that the Draft EIS does  
 
        22            not really talk about the effect of noise on both  
 
        23            physical health and mental health.  It was not  
 
        24            discussed at all and there are definitely impacts 
on  
 
        25            noise with that.  Also, there was no discussion at  
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         1            all on the effects of the increased noise on the  
 
         2            students and their concentration, test scores or  
 
         3            anything like that.  And also the effect of noise 
on  
 
         4            wildlife in the area.  That area is very rich in  
 
         5            wildlife, I live near there and we've seen bears 
and  
 
         6            there's been reports of even cougars coming down,  
 
         7            and of course numerous deer.  And if the bypass 
were  
 
         8            to take that away there would be a very big debt  
 
         9            remit, in my opinion, to Issaquah.  
 
        10                  And lastly, I find it odd that only 9 of the  
 
        11            16 noise receptors were actually measured and all  
 
        12            the remaining ones were only modeled with 
software.   
 
        13            And I would like to see them actually measured so 
we  

 
        14            know what the current noise levels are.  And also,  
 
        15            just again, if we build the bypass it's just going  
 
        16            to increase more traffic.  And I do believe the  
 
        17            genie's already out of the bottle and we can't 
cork  
 
        18            it, and if we build it it's just going to get 
worse.   
 
        19            Thank you.  
 
        20                                       
 
        21                          STATEMENT OF SARA AGASSIZ 
 
        22                    SARA AGASSIZ:  Hi.  May name is Sara 
Agassiz  
 
        23            and I'm an eleven-year resident of Issaquah.  My  
 
        24            concerns today address the impact on this area  
 
        25            regarding recreation, aesthetics and natural 
areas.  
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         1                  This DEIS makes no mention of wildlife  
 
         2            corridors.  The abundance of wildlife on Tiger  
 
         3            Mountain including, bears, cougar, deer and small  
 
         4            mammals that travel and live in this area would be  
 
         5            cut off from their natural habitat and displaced.  
 
         6                  This Draft EIS should address means of  
 
         7            allowing and enhancing movement from the city 
across  
 
         8            or under the roadway to Tiger Mountain for 
wildlife.  
 
         9                  The Draft EIS speaks only briefly of 
providing  
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        10            new trail connections, pages 4-113 to 4-115.  It  
 
        11            does not address whether there would be temporary  
 
        12            access during construction, how connection would 
be  
 
        13            designed, and if and how trail users would be  
 
        14            involved in their design. 
 
        15                  New trail connections would need to be at  
 
        16            least as convenient as they currently are 
regarding  
 
        17            location and parking. 
 
        18                  Bike lanes and sidewalks would be included  
 
        19            only at the north end of the proposed bypass.  
That  
 
        20            would only further discourage alternative modes of  
 
        21            transportation.  The proposed 500 residents of 
Park  
 
        22            Pointe would have no other alternative but to 
drive  
 
        23            out of their development, adding to bypass traffic  
 
        24            and downtown congestion.  
 
        25                  According to the city's master 
transportation  
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         1            plan, new projects should encourage alternative 
uses  
 
         2            other than the car. 
 
         3                  The newly discussed raised viaduct at the  
 
         4            north-end of the project, along with concrete  
 
         5            containment walls, would be an eyesore to 
residents  
 

         6            traveling or looking to the east of Issaquah.  
These  
 
         7            are my concerns.  
 
         8                                       
 
         9                         STATEMENT OF LAURA FOREMAN 
 
        10                    LAURA FOREMAN:   I'm Laura Foreman.  I'm a  
 
        11            twenty-year resident of Issaquah and I have three  
 
        12            points I'd like to bring up.  One is kind of to 
echo  
 
        13            what Larry Franks has said, which is the Draft EIS  
 
        14            was created with the bias that the Southeast 
Bypass  
 
        15            would be built.  It is based on an outdated and  
 
        16            nonfunctional model which is the increased  
 
        17            population needs more motor vehicles, and 
therefore  
 
        18            the only solution is to build more roads.  
 
        19                  However, the EDA states, "We have found that  
 
        20            road building as a solution to transportation  
 
        21            problems is often treated as a foregone 
conclusion,  
 
        22            as in this Draft EIS. 
 
        23                  "There are other solutions to many of our  
 
        24            transportation needs, solutions that are  
 
        25            sustainable.  Minimize or eliminate the  
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         1            environmental impact intrinsic to road building,  
 
         2            meet the transportation needs of the affected  
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         3            communities, and do not require the construction 
of  
 
         4            new roads." 
 
         5                  Within the Draft EIS, the No-Build 
Alternative  
 
         6            was given scant attention.  No consideration was  
 
         7            given to the creative solutions to the traffic  
 
         8            congestion problems Issaquah faces.  
 
         9                  Again the EDA stresses that creative 
solutions  
 
        10            can emerge from public thinking.  When citizens 
are  
 
        11            actively engaged and there is partnership with  
 
        12            participating agencies and decision makers, I 
think  
 
        13            the Issaquah Environmental Council is very anxious  
 
        14            to be one of these groups that would actively  
 
        15            participate. 
 
        16                  Additionally, I would like to point out that  
 
        17            the City of Issaquah has a consistent record of  
 
        18            underestimating the cost of projects.  Most 
recently  
 
        19            the new city police station was projected to cost  
 
        20            7.5 million.  It is now, with overruns, projected 
to  
 
        21            cost 14.5 million.  That's almost twice as much.  
 
        22                  Alternatives for the preferred alternative 
is  
 
        23            projected to cost $27 million.  Given the track  
 
        24            record of the City of Issaquah that would be  
 
        25            $54 million.  In the Draft EIS, this is figure 4-
24,  
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         1            view six.  Conceptual alternative south.  Looking 
NW  
 
         2            at Issaquah High School ball field, this is going 
to  
 
         3            be very difficult to see, but here is the ball  
 
         4            field.  Here is the fence of the ball field and 
here  
 
         5            is the bypass.  It's designated or shown as a two  
 
         6            lane road.  There is one automobile.  Why are we  
 
         7            spending $54 million for one automobile?  
 
         8                  I just have a few other points about 
wildlife.   
 
         9            In the Draft EIS on page 485 it says large mammals  
 
        10            such as deer, bear, and cougar have large range  
 
        11            requirements.  Therefore, it's likely that the 
same  
 
        12            area makes up only a small portion of the range 
for  
 
        13            these species, and these mammals primarily occupy  
 
        14            the adjacent natural resource conservation area.  
 
        15                  My response to that is, there is evidence of  
 
        16            black bear habitation on both the South A through  
 
        17            tunnels, and blackberries which are used by 
feeding  
 
        18            black bears, and on the South B there are recent 
paw  
 
        19            marks on trees near the northeast corner of the 
LDS  
 
        20            Church.  And this is all on the south portion of 
the  
 
        21            Southeast Bypass.  
 
        22                  Cougars are known to inhabit Squak Mountain,  
 
        23            which we're on right now.  Behind my house there 
are  
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        24            five trees.  There's cats, and a young male was  
 
        25            killed last summer.  These animals require  
 
 
                      Van Pelt, Corbett & Associates, Court Reporters 
                     

 
                                 

 Draft EIS Hearing, 8/1/00              30 
 
 
         1            tremendous ranges and the increased sightings are  
 
         2            not a result of increased animal population.  They  
 
         3            are a result of increased human population.  If we  
 
         4            destroy the bear and the cougar the result will be  
 
         5            that the deer will increase.  If the deer 
increase,  
 
         6            then that will result in habitation destruction 
from  
 
         7            overgrazing, also there will be an increase in the  
 
         8            number of lyme disease which is caused by deer  
 
         9            ticks.  Thank you.  
 
        10                                       
 
        11                          STATEMENT OF TOM MECHLIER 
 
        12                    TOM MECHLIER:  I'm Tom Mechlier.  I am  
 
        13            representing the Issaquah Sportsmen's Club.  I  
 
        14            prefer the north portion because that is the only  
 
        15            area where we're impacted.  However, if it is 
built,  
 
        16            the north pass is our preferred route, and we'd 
like  
 
        17            to see that stay two lanes.  
 
        18                  North B is the worst of all plans as it 
splits  
 
        19            the Sportsmen's Club in two, and the EIS didn't 
take  
 
        20            into the case all ramifications it creates.  

 
        21                  It also destroys a large portion of the DNR  
 
        22            bumper that is now forest reserved, so it would be  
 
        23            taking out a large portion of the forest there.  
We  
 
        24            need to maintain the urban growth lying south of  
 
        25            town.  When folks get off the interchange and head  
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         1            south, it's imperative that they get the message  
 
         2            that the urban growth line is about to be crossed.  
 
         3                  Rural nature needs to be maintained with  
 
         4            traffic barriers such as curbs and a canopy of  
 
         5            trees.  You want to let people know that the 
freeway  
 
         6            has ended.  
 
         7                  About 20 years from now Highway 18 hopefully  
 
         8            will be the best route for people south of that  
 
         9            highway.  
 
        10                  And I believe also that the bypass will  
 
        11            encourage more traffic through Issaquah, and 
within  
 
        12            a short time there will be just as much traffic on  
 
        13            Front Street because you're getting all the people  
 
        14            from south and southwest.  They come around this  
 
        15            point rather than going the 900 route.  
 
        16                  There's a number of omissions and errors in  
 
        17            the EIS which I'm not going to cover at this  
 
        18            meeting.  We've written up a detailed report which  
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        19            will be mailed for your consideration.  It would  
 
        20            take too long to read through everything and it  
 
        21            would exceed the five minutes I'm allowed.  Thank  
 
        22            you.  
 
        23                         STATEMENT OF ROBERT FOREMAN 
 
        24                    ROBERT FOREMAN:  I'm Robert Foreman.  I've  
 
        25            lived in Issaquah for 19 years.  I live up on  
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         1            Greenwood Boulevard SW.  I'd just like to point 
out  
 
         2            that as far as geology and soils, that once again,  
 
         3            like the second speaker said tonight, I had 
planned  
 
         4            to say about the same things so I'll summarize it.  
 
         5                  Figure 4-6 shows, and Figure 4-35 states 
that  
 
         6            70 percent of the alternative for the preferred  
 
         7            route would be built on either steep slopes or in  
 
         8            seismic hazard areas.  
 
         9                  There's that two-and-a-half mile fault zone  
 
        10            that's oriented north to south that's part of the  
 
        11            Seattle fault.  So I just want to question how can  
 
        12            the Southeast Bypass project team consider 
building  
 
        13            a major four or five lane project right on land 
that  
 
        14            contains two-and-a-half mile long fault zone? 
 
        15                  I just want to give a little personal  
 

        16            observation.  Over the past several years I've  
 
        17            noticed from my house, as far as noise, just to 
say,  
 
        18            that at our house on Greenwood Boulevard we can 
hear  
 
        19            the announcer at Issaquah High School football 
games  
 
        20            clearly and very loudly down to the most minute  
 
        21            detail of what they're saying, up at our house.  
 
        22                  I know for sure that a road going through  
 
        23            there with trucks are going to be extremely 
audible  
 
        24            to us, and that's going to be a big detriment.  
And  
 
        25            then the last thing I wanted to point out,  
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         1            specifically about the EIS, Table 2-4 shows that 
by  
 
         2            2005 many of the intersections within the city of  
 
         3            Issaquah will perform at D or F levels, these are  
 
         4            basically failing levels.  
 
         5                  Must we waste 27 to, you know, double the 
cost  
 
         6            of overrun potential, $54 million on a project  
 
         7            doomed to fail.  You must explore the No-Build  
 
         8            Alternative and actively initiate new methods of  
 
         9            commuting in the 21st century.  That's all. 
 
        10                                       
 
        11                          STATEMENT OF ROD AGASSIZ  
 
        12                    ROD AGASSIZ:   I'm an eleven-year resident  
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        13            of Issaquah at 979 Highwood Drive.  I want to 
speak  
 
        14            basically on behalf of the salmon.  I think a lot 
of  
 
        15            you realize what a great resource we have here 
with  
 
        16            the salmon coming back each year, and salmon days  
 
        17            and all that.  
 
        18                  It's my feeling that the Southeast Bypass 
will  
 
        19            be really detrimental along with the build-up of  
 
        20            Park Pointe, which a lot of people aren't aware 
of,  
 
        21            which is a 500-unit project with some commercial  
 
        22            property, also.  That will easily access that  
 
        23            Southeast Bypass, which all this build-up can take 
a  
 
        24            lot of trees out, and I think that's going to 
really  
 
        25            harm our environment as far as providing for a 
safe  
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        19            make it to the streams generally runs beneath the  

        20            surface.  It's important, and can take weeks or  
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         1            environment for salmon. 
 
         2                  I just want to read a couple of things here  
 
         3            and hopefully it will make some sense to some 
folks  
 
         4            here.  
 
         5                  Patrick Mazza, a private solutions writer 
and  
 
         6            researcher and another author write, Private 
change  
 
         7            to which all driven auto pollution -- which we're  
 

         8            going to get more of -- is one of the greatest  
 
         9            single contributors, stands to further intensify 
the  
 
        10            impact of sprawl on water flows and to get salmon 
in  
 
        11            the ocean and their birthplace in the springs.  It  
 
        12            could be the new straw that broke the salmon's 
back.   
 
        13            A natural forest changes the flow of water through  
 
        14            it, and rain from the sky, as rainfall, much  
 
        15            moisture is caught in trees and layer of debris  
 
        16            covering the forest floor.  
 
        17                  The process of evaporation returns almost 
half  
 
        18            the moisture directly to the sky.  Water that does  
 

 

 
        21            months to get there.  For salmon down the streams,  
 
        22            that steady subsurface supply is ideal and we 
teach  
 
        23            this.  We teach about habitat and what are ideal  
 
        24            conditions.  
 
        25                    It keeps waterways from drying up and 
limits  
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         1            flood surges -- does that ring a bell with anybody  
 
         2            here?  -- that scour gravels for the deposit of  
 
         3            their eggs.  It's carrying little sediment that 
can  
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         4            clog these gravels and makes successful 
reproduction  
 
         5            possible.  The forest also shades waters from 
salmon  
 
         6            killing heat and provides a steady supply of dead  
 
         7            branches and logs, building the trails for pools  
 
         8            where many salmon, primarily coho and other 
species  
 
         9            take shelter. 
 
        10                  With increased impervious surfaces, which 
are  
 
        11            roads from building and road projects, trees and  
 
        12            stuff are no longer present to sponge up rainfall.  
 
        13                  Water that might have been gracefully 
sweeping  
 
        14            into the streams over the months instead lies in 
our  
 
        15            roads.  Two to five times more water rolls off  
 
        16            during peak rain run-off.  Flow magnifies 
generally  
 
        17            ten times larger amounts.  Flows powerful enough 
to  
 
        18            carry sediment and disturb habitat come ten times  
 
        19            more frequently. 

        21            I've been here 11 years, I think we've had it five  

        22            times.  There's a double whammy.  Since water 
flows  

        23            out instead of recharging ground water, it is no  

        24            longer available to fill those larger channels  

        25            during the summer dry spells.  

 

         1                  That sets up salmon killing conditions for  

         2            salmon, which one year of dry spring beds is an  

         3            extinction threat.  And ironically, if you read 
the  

         4            press, in last week's press, the mystery creek,  

         5            there's always cause and effect, right?  North 
Fork  

         6            rises up again.  It says here, when King County  

         7            officials show up for the kokanee salmon count 
this  

         8            week, they may find the major spawning stream has  

         9            once again dried up.  

        11            North Fork it is often a dramatic surge with  

 
        20                  Now, we've had the hundred-year flood here.   
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        10                  They say here, when water does return to the  
 

 
        12            dramatic water levels at unpredictable times.  The  
 
        13            creek has gone dry more than ten times since the  
 
        14            first of June with the latest dry up lasting as 
long  
 
        15            as a week.  
 
        16                  George Cameron states, a lot of you may know  
 
        17            him, he's a long term resident, he states, "If it  
 
        18            keeps going dry, then developers will try to say  
 
        19            that this part of the Issaquah Creek is no longer  
 
        20            important for fish spawning and endagered species.   
 
        21            We're concerned that developers will just put in a  
 
        22            culvert, pave it over, and build huge apartment  
 
        23            complexes.  We don't want to see that happen.  
 
        24                  Because the creek is a habitat for 
threatened  
 
        25            or endangered species, it will likely act as a  
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         1            catalyst for numerous fish and wildlife experts  

         2            looking for solutions to this.  Cameron says, this  

         3            is his quote, "It's about time.  We have contacted  

         4            every agency and have done everything we can.   

         5            They're making promises they just don't follow  

         6            through with.  It's like they just don't care.  If  

         7            it happened here and nobody's willing to do 
anything  

         8            about it, then where will it happen next.  If they  

         9            don't come up with an answer a lot more than the  

        11                  And the last thing I want to say is the  
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         1            the ground.  It is therefore impossible for the  

         2            public, much less the decision makers, to 
determine  

         3            and properly evaluate the various alternatives.  

         4                  The center line, grade, and clearing limits  

         5            must be marked on the ground.  And the authors and  

         6            principle contributors to this project must  

         7            reconfirm that their observations and conclusion 
are  

         8            still accurate. 

         9                  The comment period for the DEIS must be  

        11            this work is completed to allow proper evaluation 
of  
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        10            North Fork is at risk."  
 

 
        12            Endangered Species Acts Numerable 4-D states it's  
 
        13            effective January 1, 2001 leaves communities  
 
        14            vulnerable to lawsuits if their actions could be  
 
        15            considered threatening to salmon.  And I believe  
 
        16            this project is.  Thank you.  
 
        17                                       
 
        18                           STATEMENT OF JIM BRADY  
 
        19                    JIM BRADY:  Hi.  My name is Jim Brady.  
I've  
 
        20            lived for over thirty years at 530 SE Bush Street 
in  
 
        21            Issaquah.  
 
        22                  The Southeast Issaquah Bypass DEIS refers to 
a  
 
        23            proposed roadway somewhere along the east side of  
 

        24            Issaquah, Washington.  The locations of the  
 
        25            alternative routes of this roadway are not marked 
on  
 
 

                    101 Yesler Way, #505 * Seattle, WA * (206) 682-9339 

 
                                 Draft EIS Hearing, 8/1/00               
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        10            extended a minimum of 45 days beyond the date that  
 

 
        12            DEIS. 
 
        13                  The DEIS states on page 486 that, quote, 
"The  
 
        14            extent and magnitude of impacts on wildlife and  
 
        15            vegetation that would result from the Southeast  
 
        16            Issaquah Bypass would not be significant because  
 
        17            extensive habitat disturbances already occurred in  
 
        18            the project area." 
 
        19                    It is explained that lawns, domination by  
 
        20            non-native shrubs, permanent growth, trails in the  
 
        21            proximity of urban wildlife have all contributed 
to  
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         1            cause additional damage.  This simply isn't true.  

         2                  Deer, bear, and numerous species of birds 
have  

         3            been observed in my neighborhood.  The project 
area,  

         4            for the most part, provides a rich eco-tone for  

         5            wildlife.  

         6                  Under visual quality in the DEIS the second  

         7            paragraph of page 4-147 states that, quote, "The  

         8            existing views are dominated by forested 
conditions  

         9            throughout the proposed project corridor."  Which 
is  

        12            wildlife consultants and visual foliage 
consultants  

        13            were looking at different properties.  This points  

        14            up the need for road locations and clearing limits  

        15            to be marked on the ground. 

        16                  The right-of-way clearing will change the 
wind  

        17            patterns in the area increasing the possibility of  

        19            hazard for drivers, bikers and hikers; and perhaps          22            an overall loss of wildlife habitat throughout 
large  
 
        23            portions of the project area. 
 
        24                  This seemed to imply that the area is 
already  
 
        25            devastated so a two or four lane highway would not  
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        10            it?  An extensive habitat disturbance or dominated  
 
        11            by forest and conditions?  It appears that the  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        18            the remaining trees blowing down creating a safety  

 

 
        20            nearby homes.  Such an occurrence may also lead to  
 
        21            increase mass movement of soils and additional  
 
        22            hazards to those in the landslide area.  It would  
 
        23            also change the visual quality analysis.  Douglas  
 
        24            Fir is the primary species in the project area.  
It   
 
        25            is shallow rooted and is susceptible to wind throe  
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         1            especially if an area is opened up to clearing and  
 
         2            edges are exposed.  
 
         3            Additional analysis is required to evaluate these  
 
         4            factors.  
 
         5                  My last point is kind of hard to describe.   
 
         6            The freedom of a natural connection to Issaquah to  
 
         7            the Issaquah Lake Tradition watershed is a 
cultural  
 
         8            resource that has not been considered in the DEIS.   
 
         9            This access is a priceless asset to the citizens 
of  
 
        10            Issaquah that would be destroyed by construction 
of  
 
        11            the Southeast Bypass.  I recommend that you select  
 
        12            Alternative 7, the No-Action Alternative.  Thank  
 
        13            you.  
 
        14                                       
 
        15                           STATEMENT OF PAT DUKE  
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        16                    PAT DUKE:  My name is Pat Duke.  I live on  
 
        17            375 SE Croston Lane.  I've been an Issaquah 
resident  
 
        18            for 14 years.  
 
        19                  I would like to address my concerns about 
the  
 
        20            impact of the proposed bypass on the drinking 
water,  
 
        21            and on the continued fight that we have with  
 
        22            flooding in this area.  
 
        23                  At a time when we're being asked to think  
 
        24            globally and act locally, I want to bring some 
scope  
 
        25            to this.  
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         1                  Mexico City is out of water.  Mexico City 
used  
 
         2            to be a jungle and is so paved over now that water  
 
         3            cannot get into the aquifer.  Northern China's  
 
         4            aquifer has dropped eight feet.  Now what is it  
 
         5            going to be like when northern China is out of  
 
         6            water?  Eastern Europe's water problems are  
 
         7            everywhere.  The Baltic Sea has retreated its 
shores  
 
         8            greatly, leaving farmers pumping salt water into 
the  
 
         9            fields and all kinds of things, and the same thing  
 
        10            is happening all over Africa.  
 
        11                  I want to bring that now to the state level  
 
        12            because it's so easy to say it can't happen here,  
 
        13            but remember that Mexico City used to be a jungle.   

 
        14            The Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources  
 
        15            has a wonderful publication called, "Our Changing  
 
        16            Nature", and it states, the State Department of  
 
        17            Ecology has determined that about half the state's  
 
        18            area now has insufficient water to support all the  

        19            needs of the people, plants and animals.  The 
water  

 

 
        20            in 250 streams is already over allocated.  
 
        21                  Now approximately 50 lakes and streams close  
 
        22            to further withdrawals.  And 100 are closed part 
of  
 
        23            the year particularly in the summer.  And this is 
in  
 
        24            the state of Washington.  It continues.  "A 
variety  
 
        25            of human activities such as filling wetlands and  
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         1            covering land with impervious surface, that means  
 
         2            roads, can lead to increased surface runoff and  
 
         3            flooding.  When water is not allowed to percolate  
 
         4            the soil, ground water sources are not adequately  
 
         5            recharged.  This can contribute to a shortage of  
 
         6            available water for domestic uses." 
 
         7                  Now I'd like to come to the point of the  
 
         8            proposed Issaquah Bypass, and I'm going to quote  
 
         9            some sections here from the Draft Environmental  
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        10            Impact Statement because I think most of the 
public  
 
        11            has not had a chance to go and delve into that  
 
        12            document. 
 
        13                  Page S-13:  Water quality.  Greater overland  
 
        14            run-off volumes would result from the proposed  
 
        15            project under all development alternatives 
resulting  
 
        16            in increased vehicular pollutant loads in surface  
 
        17            and ground water.  Now, this is turning our 
drinking  
 
        18            water into something like this. 

        19                    The Sammamish, page 439:  The Sammamish  

        18            gradual one meter, three-foot average decline in  

 

 
        20            Plateau Water and Sewer District operates a Class 
A  
 
        21            water supply system and uses the lower Issaquah  
 
        22            Valley aquifer as its main water source with  
 
        23            production wells north of I-90 near the Front 
Street  
 
        24            interchange.  The City of Issaquah also operates a  
 
        25            Class A water system that uses the lower Issaquah  
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         1            Valley aquifer as its sole source of water. 
 
         2                  The recharge area, this is on page 439, the  
 
         3            recharge area for the lower Issaquah Valley 
aquifer  
 
         4            is extensive covering much of the lower Issaquah  
 
         5            Valley Creek and uplands on the Lake Tradition  
 
         6            Plateau and Ground Ridge to the east.  Most of the  

 
         7            Southeast Issaquah Bypass project site lies within  
 
         8            the mapped recharge area for the aquifer.  
Recharge  
 
         9            meaning that that's how water gets back into our  
 
        10            aquifer.  In general, the available soil mapping  
 
        11            supports the understanding that most of the  
 
        12            undeveloped areas within the project limits 
provide  
 
        13            recharge for the lower Issaquah Valley aquifer. 
 
        14                  On page 439, also, in recent years a trend 
of  
 
        15            declining lower Issaquah Valley aquifer levels has  
 
        16            been observed.  Static water measurments in the 
city  
 
        17            of Issaquah wells from 1981 to 1994 indicates that 
a  
 

 
        19            water levels elevation occurred in the lower  
 
        20            Issaquah Valley aquifer over that period.  
 
        21                  Property losses from flooding in the lower  
 
        22            Issaquah Creek, and another quote from this  
 
        23            statement, are among the most extensive in the  
 
        24            county.  Flooding conditions are projected to 
worsen  
 
        25            as development continues.  And I want to say that  
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         1            we're taking our drinking water and changing that  
 
         2            into flood water.   
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         3                  I have another quote from that document from  
 
         4            the state.  "The runoff from a one-acre meadow  
 
         5            during a one-inch rainstorm would fill an office 
to  
 
         6            a depth of 2' 8".  If the meadow were paved, the  
 
         7            run-off would fill six offices floor to ceiling."  
 
         8                  Once or drinkable water is gone, would we 
ever  
 
         9            be able to get it back?  I would like to challenge  
 
        10            those who are here tonight and anyone involved at  
 
        11            any level with this project or with the community,  
 
        12            to establish in the light that all I'm discovering  
 
        13            about the proposed Southeast Bypass should be our  
 
        14            choice. 
 
        15                    I find interesting the word "alternative" 
in  
 
        16            describing versions of the bypass because I see 
the  
 
        17            bypass itself as one alternative, and I fail to 
see  
 
        18            in anything I've read how other viable 
alternatives  
 
        19            have been seriously considered. 
 
        20                     I ask that everyone capable of having a  
 
        21            voice, in any way, consider the consequences and  
 
        22            please make your thoughts known by August 15th.   
 
        23            Thank you very much.  
 
        24                                       
 
        25                                       
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         1                          STATEMENT OF JOHN MACDUFF 

 
         2                    JOHN MACDUFF:  Hello, I'm John MacDuff.   
 
         3            I've lived here in Issaquah at 620 SE Bush Street  
 
         4            for the past 27 years.  I'd like to discuss a 
little  
 
         5            bit about what shows up in Chapter Two of the 
Draft  
 
         6            EIS.  There, in one place it's quoted, and I would  
 
         7            like you to keep this in mind when you're thinking  
 
         8            of everything else, it says, "should the No-Action  
 
         9            Alternative provide the greatest balance to 
benefit  
 
        10            to impact; it would be selected over the Build  
 
        11            Alternatives."  Keep that in mind.  
 
        12                  Okay, also in Chapter Two, there's the  
 
        13            discussion of Fatal Clause that would invalidate 
an  
 
        14            alternative from being considered.  Four of them I  
 
        15            think are extra important; Item No. 3, Residential  
 
        16            Displacement.  Of the Alternatives, 1, 3, and 5 
have  

        17            a minimum of six families displaced.  Alternative 
2,  

        19            The only Alternative that has none is No-Build.  

        21            and 6 again, have a long bridge over the wetlands 
at  

        22            the south end creating new shade that will impact  

        23            the present wetland ecology.  

        24                  Alternative 1, 3, and 5 will be adding fill 
to  

        25            the wetland to the width of the road and will  

 

 
        18            4, and 6 have a minimum of two families displaced.   
 

 
        20                  Item 6; Wetland Impacts.  Alternatives 2, 4,  
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         1            drastically impact the present water flow and  

         2            ecology.  Again, the only alternative that has no  

         3            impact on the wetlands is No-Build.  

         4                  Item No. 8, Steep Slope Impacts.  There is 
an  

         5            area on all of the northern alternatives where the  

         6            slope must be close to 100 percent.  It's at a  

         7            45-degree angle.  At that location, the current  

         8            railroad bed is about a 20-foot wide step in the  

        10            120-feet wide at that location.  This will  
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         1            intersections.  It shows that at Front and Sunset 
in  

         2            the morning, if you do a full build-out of the  

         3            bypass, there is a reduction in the delay getting  

         4            through that intersection in the morning.  
However,  

         5            the evening it doesn't really matter if you build 
it  

         6            or not.  You're going to have about the same kind 
of  

         7            delay getting through that intersection.  

         8                  Front Street and I-90 in the morning is just  

        10            what you do, whether you build it or not.  In the  
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         9            side of the hill.  The proposed Southeast Bypass 
is  
 

 
        11            drastically impact the steep slope in that area.   
 
        12            Again, the only alternative that doesn't have 
steep  
 
        13            slope impact is No-Build.  
 
        14                  Another item is No. 10, Failure to Decrease  
 
        15            Congestion.  If you look at what is shown in 
Chapter  
 
        16            2, at Table 2-3, 2-4, 2-5 is data that they have  
 
        17            from their model for the year 2005.  That's three  
 
        18            years after the bypass should be complete.   
 
        19                  There are two intersections in the study 
which  
 
        20            directly show the downtown impact congestion, 
those  
 
        21            are Front Street and Sunset, and Front Street at 
the  
 
        22            I-90 freeway ramps. 

        23                  The data in their tables show at Front and  
 
        24            Sunset in the morning and their data is showing  
 
        25            delay, extra delay getting through the  
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         9            terrible.  It's over 180 seconds delay, no matter  
 

 
        11            evening it's not quite that bad, but it gets 
worse.  
 
        12                  Out of all of this, they're not really  
 
        13            decreasing the congestion at all.  None of the  
 
        14            alternatives really solve the problem.  The  
 
        15            conclusion of the final EIS must acknowledge that  
 
        16            they don't have an alternative that solves the  
 
        17            problem.  Thank you.         
 
        18                                       
 
        19                           STATEMENT OF AL SOUMA  
 
        20                    AL SOUMA:  My name is Al Souma.  I live at  
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        21            975 Greenwood Boulevard in Issaquah.  I've lived  
 
        22            here for 10 years.  
 
        23                  First have a question.  Will someone please  
 
        24            show me the nice drawing of the No-Build  
 
        25            Alternative?  Where is that No-Build Alternative  
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        17            rail, the metro, and other ideas that people have,  

        20            truly round table discussion and come up with some  

        21            alternatives.  

        22                  There are many people who are willing to 
work  

        23            many hours to do this.  I know that for a fact.  

        24                  I want to say something about traffic, 
induced  

        25            traffic.  Induced traffic is a term that is used 
by  

                                  

 

         1            people to mean that if you build a road, people 
will  

         2            fill it up.  I want to quote from one article 
here.   

         3            It's entitled, "Do New Roads Cause Congestion?"  
And  

         4            it comes from a magazine called Progress, March 
'98,  

         5            and here's what it says:  

         6                   "If you spend enough time around people 
whose  

         7            business is transportation, sooner or later you 
will  

         9            congestion, and the era of road building is over.   

                     

 
                                  

 
 
         1            drawing that shows the light rail, metro?  I can't  
 
         2            find it.  
 
         3                  Can someone show me that?  What is that  
 
         4            telling us?  I think what it's telling us is what  
 
         5            everyone's been telling me at the Front Street  
 
         6            Market and different places where they've been  
 
         7            handing out fliers.  They say to me, It's a done  
 
         8            deal. 
 
         9                  How do they know?  Do they know something 
that  
 
        10            we don't know?  I'm very curious about this.  
There  
 
        11            are no alternative plans here, just what somebody  
 
        12            wants us to do with the bypass. 
 
        13                  So I invite you to think about that and give  
 
        14            us an opportunity, the citizens of Issaquah who 
want  
 
        15            to get involved.  Many of us do look at the  
 
        16            alternatives, the true alternatives.  The light  
 

 
        18            and maybe take this level of conversation to a  
 

        19            different level where we can discuss this in a 
more  
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         8            get two truisms:  You can't build your way out of  
 

 
        10            It's now time to manage what we've got."  
 
        11                  Common sense supports both statements, after  
 
        12            all, we have more roads per capita than any  
 
        13            developed nation and more congestion.   
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        14                  The Draft EIS report, Chapter Two of the  
 
        15            charts there, talk about what would happen if the  
 
        16            Southeast Bypass is built.  In a few years down 
the  
 
        17            road, we'll go back to like the rest of the 
nation,  
 
        18            which is totally built-up.  So it makes no sense 
to  
 
        19            do that.  
 
        20                  The EPA, the Environmental Protection 
Agency,  
 
        21            says this, and by the way, I understand they do 
not  
 
        22            support this bypass.  That's my understanding.  
They  
 
        23            say this:  
 
        24                   "Road building and expansion often result 
in  
 
        25            induced gruel effects, sprawl, and stimulate  
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         1            increased use of privately-owned vehicles and  

         2            vehicle-miles traveled.  This, in turn, tends to  

         3            increase auto dependency and the demand for more  

         4            roads."  

         5                  So, the research is here.  If we build it,  

         6            people will use it, and it will get filled up.  
And  

         8            Front Street come from south of Issaquah; I think  
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         7            we all know that two-thirds of the people 
congesting  
 

 
         9            people know that.  And so we're really getting us  

 
        10            back to some of the other speakers.  People who  
 
        11            talked about a regional solution.  So I want to  
 
        12            reiterate the regional solution.  People in 
Issaquah  
 
        13            community need to be involved to talk about this  
 
        14            issue.  
 
        15                  And one last thing I want to say is this:   
 
        16            it's curious that we have the south spur, the 
north  
 
        17            spur, the Sunset interchange, and the bypass all  
 
        18            being discussed, but yet they're being discussed 
in  
 
        19            a segmented way, so we don't see the cumulative  
 
        20            effects of all those projects.  We see the small  
 
        21            effects -- well, actually there are larger 
effects,  
 
        22            the bypass proposal, and then the SPAR.  But 
really,  
 
        23            if you look at it, it's one major project.  And I  
 
        24            believe that's unfair to the citizens of Issaquah 
to  
 
        25            segment these and then to give us these reports on  
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         1            each one but not show us the cumulative effect.  
 
         2                  Anybody produce the pictures of the No-build  
 
         3            Alternative?  Thank you.  
 
         4                                       
 
         5                        STATEMENT OF ROGER JOHANSEN  
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         6             ROGER JOHANSEN:  Good evening.  I'm Roger 
Johansen.   
 
         7            I live at 10410 Issaquah-Hobart Road SE, which is,  

         9            by my driveway.  

        10                  This is the fist time I've been to one of  

        11            these meetings.  Of all the things that I've even  

        12            read in the Issaquah Press, one thing I would like  

        13            to bring up is the city hasn't even considered in  

        14            putting in a one-way street system.   

        16            evenings so people can shop in town.  Okay.  At  

        18            Newport southbound to Newport to Newport Way.   

        19                  Now, they could have tried a pilot program 
on  

        20            doing this.  That, I don't know if they even  

        21            considered it or not, but at least people who 
drive  

        22            around here, they must think everybody is 
ignorant.   

        23            Because they know how to get around town.  We have  

        24            cross streets.  We know how to use lights.  We 
can't  

        25            take anymore traffic on Hobart Road that's there  

         1            already. 

         2                  We're going to have to put a truck 
moratorium  

         3            on Hobart Road if the bypass goes through.  We 
just  

         4            had a fatality last week on the south end out 
there  

         5            because somebody -- and we can't have that.  We  

         7                  I don't have to have an alarm clock.  My 
house  

 
         8            if you come into town, the city limit sign is 
right  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        15                  They want to free up downtown Issaquah in 
the  
 

 
        17            Front Street, one-way northbound from Sunset.   
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         6            can't have that.  
 

 
         8            is about 70 feet off the Hobart Road.  At five  
 
         9            o'clock in the morning, I'm woke up.  Trucks are  
 
        10            coming down there, they're running their jake  
 
        11            brakes.  Now, that's senseless.   
 
        12                  We have a beautiful valley.  We're going to  
 
        13            lose the whole thing.  We lost the Sky Park down 
in  
 
        14            Issaquah at Pickering Place because of I-90.  
We're  
 
        15            going to lose Poo Poo Point because of the bypass.   
 
        16            Somebody's going to get killed out there and 
they're  
 
        17            going to say, no more.  Can't have it.  
 
        18                  Last year I called King County Animal 
Control  
 
        19            nine times because deer were killed right in front  
 
        20            of my house.  There are fox, there are bear, there  
 
        21            are all kinds of animals out here.   
 
        22                  You know, folks, we have to try to figure 
out  
 
        23            one way to do it, but I would wish that the City 
of  
 
        24            Issaquah would even try to put in a pilot program 
on  
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        25            a one-way system in town.  You know, basically 
they  
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         1            want the people out of downtown in the afternoon, 
so  

         2            let's do a one-way street system.  Try it.  That  

         3            would be a great project.  Just do it.  Please.   

         4            Thank you.  

         5                                       

         7                  CHARLOTTE McCLAIN:  Hello.  I'm Charlotte  

         9            resident of Issaquah for seven years now.  One of  

        10            the many reasons we cherish living in Issaquah is  

        11            the good air quality.  The Southeast Bypass is a  

        12            definite threat to our air quality.   

        13                  It is vitally important that we're aware 
that  

        14            the Draft EIS page S-8 on air quality determines,  

        16            Significant new impacts would not occur to our air  

        17            quality here in Issaquah?  With the various  

         7            a bit further over where the purported Southeast  

         9            it will still settle in our Issaquah Valley, but  

        10            it's not going to impact our air quality.  Really?  

        11                  The Draft EIS said that O-zone measurements  

        12            and projections were not necessary.  Regarding air  

        13            quality in Section S-8, Summary Table S-2 of the  

        14            Draft EIS air quality, mitigation not required for  

        16            were used to create the Draft EIS that determined  

        17            significant new impacts would not occur in that  
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         6                       STATEMENT OF CHARLOTTE MCCLAIN  
 

 
         8            McClain.  I live on Squak mountain.  I've been a  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        15            quote, "Significant new impacts would not occur."   
 

 

 
        18            alternatives looked at including the Southeast  
 
        19            Bypass?  Really?  The Southeast Bypass is 
purported  
 
        20            to improve air quality and field conservation in  
 
        21            Issaquah by leaning to fewer cars backed up on 
Front  
 
        22            Street. 
 

        23                  Well, Issaquah is nestled at the basin of  
 
        24            three mountains.  We're at the bottom of the bowl.   
 
        25            Ken Swiegert of Puget Sound Air Pollution Control  
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         1            said in the Issaquah Press article dated May 23rd,  
 
         2            1990, quote, "Small areas between mountains such 
as  
 
         3            Issaquah Valley can collect particularly high 
levels  
 
         4            of O-zone." End quote.  
 
         5                    Now, whether those high levels of O-zones  
 
         6            are cumulated along Front Street as they are now, 
or  
 

 
         8            Bypass will intersect with the Issaquah-Hobart 
Road,  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        15            all alternatives.  Really?  I question what 
studies  
 

 

 
        18            mitigation not required for all.  How old is the  
 
        19            data that these studies were based on?  
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        20                  I challenge the final EIS to include the 
most  
 
        21            recent research that reflect its impacts of air  
 
        22            pollution on human health in the surrounding  
 
        23            environment.  Did the model used to determine the  
 
        24            impacts of the Southeast Bypass on air pollution  
 
        25            consider the extreme topography of the narrow  
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         1            Issaquah Valley? 
 
         2                    How can the EIS state significant new  
 
         3            impacts would not occur to our air quality?  The  
 
         4            developers are waiting for the Southeast Bypass so  
 
         5            they can build 500-plus new residents that will  
 
         6            utilize the bypass, with the addition of the  
 
         7            Highlands and Calcary developments yet to come.  
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        14            lying in wait for the Southeast Bypass to be  

 
         8                  With additional traffic flow to and from  
 
         9            several million square feet of new commercial and  
 
        10            retail businesses to be built within those  
 
        11            residential developments, how can these not impact  
 
        12            our air quality?  
 
        13                  Here are a few other concerns not addressed 
by  
 
        14            the Draft EIS hazards to air quality.  The county 
is  
 
        15            contributing $5 million to the Southeast Bypass  
 
        16            construction so they can utilize the bypass for  
 
        17            garbage trucks.  Cedar Hills Landfill states they  
 
        18            currently operate a fleet of 100 trucks, each of  
 
        19            which makes five or more trips to the landfill a  

        20            day. 
 
        21                    The Draft EIS grossly underestimates the  
 
        22            number of daily truck trips.  The Draft EIS makes 
no  
 
        23            mention of resanding gravel trucks.  Don't they 
use  
 
        24            the Southeast Bypass to access Highway 18.  If 
not,  
 
        25            the final EIS must include mitigation measures to  
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         1            prevent this. 
 
         2                  The Draft EIS makes no mention of other 
trucks  
 
         3            traveling east on I-90 who might use the Southeast  
 
         4            Bypass to access Highway 18.  The final EIS must  
 
         5            include mitigation measures to prevent this.  
 
         6                  As previously stated, the Draft EIS grossly  
 
         7            underestimates the number of daily truck trips on  
 
         8            the Southeast Bypass.  These trucks are diesel  
 
         9            fueled.  This fuel creates greater amounts of 
carbon  
 
        10            monoxide and particulate matter.  The final EIS 
must  
 
        11            include mitigation to control this increased 
amount  
 
        12            of air pollution. 
 
        13                  Residential and commercial developers are 
just  
 

 
        15            completed so they can build, build, build.  The  
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        16            county is waiting for the Southeast Bypass so they  

        17            can truck, truck, truck.  The final EIS must 
address  

        14                  SHARON DUCLOS:  This is rather awkward 
because  

        16            have to say, but I assume that Mr. Haff has 
already  

        17            heard my comments.  A couple of months ago a 
friend  

         4            Point in a hang glider is going to be dead before 
he  

         6                  Please have the courage to say no.  There  

         7            aren't many politicians who will.  I hope we have  

         8            some in Issaquah.  

         9                                       

        10                          STATEMENT OF LINDA HIELM 

 

 
        18            these issues regarding the impact of air quality 
and  
 
        19            mitigate, mitigate, mitigate. 
 
        20                  Remember the saying, build it and they will  
 
        21            come?  Oh yeah, they'll come, along with all the 
air  
 
        22            pollution.  Thank you. 
 
        23             
 
        24            MR. HAFF:  Before Linda speaks, I'd like to remind  
 
        25            the audience of two things:  One, you can leave  
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         1            written comments on the table in the back and you  
 
         2            can also forward written comments, as all the  
 
         3            directions inform you, up to the 15th of this 
month.   
 
         4            And secondly, there's also another hearing room in  
 
         5            the back if you want to give statements in that 
room  
 
         6            instead of this one.  Go ahead, Linda.  And  
 
         7            following Linda will be in Sharon Duclos. 
 
         8             
 
         9            SHARON DUCLOS:  I'm Sharon. 
 
        10             
 
        11            MR. HAFF:  Oh, I'm sorry, Linda will be next. 
 
        12             
 

        13                         STATEMENT OF SHARON DUCLOS  
 

 
        15            I don't imagine the audience is interested in what 
I  
 

 

 
        18            of mine and I traveled all over the plateau.  She  
 
        19            spent seven years on a committee drafting controls  
 
        20            so that we didn't have a plateau like we've got. 
 
        21                  I used to stand in the parking lot of the  
 
        22            Holiday Inn and watch the eagles over the airport.   
 
        23            Stand in that parking lot now and look east.  
 
        24                  The bypass proposes a light at the south end  
 
        25            of the bypass regardless of which alternative it  
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         1            follows.  There's also a light at the Renton  
 
         2            Issaquah Road and Hobart Road.  With all the  
 
         3            additional traffic, the guy who jumps off Poo Poo  
 

 
         5            hits the ground anyway from the pollution.  
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        11                  LINDA HIELM:  I want to talk about visual  

        12            quality.  The visual quality analysis beginning on  

        13            page 4-146 is inadequate.  The visual resources of  

        15            asset.  The Vision Statement of the City of 
Issaquah  

        16            bears repeating at this time.  

         4            little or no discussion of middle or background  
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        14            Issaquah are perhaps the city's most important  
 

 

 
        17                  "The City of Issaquah is committed to 
quality  
 
        18            living through preservation and enhancement of the  
 
        19            community's unique human and natural resources."  
 
        20                  Furthermore, number one on the list of the  
 
        21            city's guiding principles and goals is 
environmental  
 
        22            excellence, and the first bullet in this category 
is  
 
        23            to establish and implement measures to preserve  
 
        24            Issaquah's natural beauty. 
 
        25                  Only three view sheds were used to evaluate  
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         1            visual quality and these were given a cursory  
 
         2            review.  The photographs are poor quality, there 
are  
 
         3            no visual quality object to relate to, there is  
 

         5            views, and there are no planimetric or perspective  
 
         6            views.  
 
         7                  The relationship of this project to the 
City's  

         8            vision statement and the guiding principles and  
 
         9            goals must be covered in the EIS.  The visual  
 
        10            quality section also mentions the roadway would be  
 
        11            screened with vegetation.  Are these existing 
trees?   
 
        12            What if the landowner decided to cut the trees?   
 
        13            Would there be some sort of easement where the 
city  
 
        14            maintains these trees if they are on private  
 
        15            property?  In the event of land and tree clearing,  
 
        16            who is responsible for the remaining trees left 
that  
 
        17            are blown over on to houses?  Or who is 
responsible  
 
        18            if land erosion and slides result from 
construction?   
 
        19            This should all be redressed in the EIS.  
 
        20                  The visual quality sections of the DEIS 
takes  
 
        21            up 14 pages, ten of which are useless full-page  
 
        22            photographs.  Out of four pages of text there are  
 
        23            four lines pertaining to the mitigation of visual  
 
        24            degradation.  These four lines are worth repeating  
 
        25            here in light of the City's vision statement.  
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         1                  Walls and other structures that may have  
 
         2            relatively high visibility could be painted to 
blend  
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         3            with existing vegetation and topography.  The use 
of  
 
         4            large concrete walls should be minimized and  
 
         5            materials for such walls should be compatible with  
 
         6            the surrounding environment to the extent 
possible.   
 
         7            In other words, the mitigations of visual quality  
 
         8            degradation could be zero.  
 
         9                  In addition, Figures 4-19 and 4-20, view 
nine  
 
        10            are conceptual changes at the corner of Bush and  
 
        11            Sixth Streets using Alternative B.  This is very  
 
        12            misleading due to not completing pictures of the  

         7                  SALLY GROMMON:  Thank you.  I would urge the  

        15                  As I understand it, the Northeast South 
Field  

        20            reasonable to construct.  Why is this the case?  I  

        23                  I'm wondering what noise studies were done 
to  

        24            cut considerably the great influx of garbage 
trucks  

 
        13            severe impact to that hillside with Alternatives A  
 
        14            and F.  The EIS should include conceptual pictures  
 
        15            for Alternatives A and F with the placement of a  
 
        16            retaining wall along this hillside.  
 
        17                  Another matter of utmost importance is in 
the  
 
        18            land use section.  Pages 4-111 to 4-115, Table  
 
        19            14-417 mentions acquisition of Parcel No. 9200.  
258  
 
        20            square feet for Alternatives 1 and 2 and 2486 
square  
 
        21            feet for Alternatives 5 and 6.  
 
        22                  However, there is no mention in the text of  
 
        23            north route single family properties being 
acquired  
 
        24            for these alternatives.  This should be addressed 
in  
 
        25            the EIS along with its implications.  
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         1                  The EIS must also include a plan and profile  
 
         2            the road to determine where retaining walls will 
be  
 
         3            located in the north-end area and how high they 
will  
 
         4            be.  Thank you.  
 
         5             
 
         6                         STATEMENT OF SALLY GROMMON  
 

 
         8            counsel to vote for Alternative 7 and just scrap 
all  
 
         9            these plans.  My main concern, among others, is  
 
        10            noise, as many have said already.  It says  
 
        11            repeatedly in the DEIS that Issaquah High School 
has  
 
        12            severe noise increase impact and yet there's only  
 
        13            mitigation as I understand for the North A  
 
        14            Alignment.  I don't understand why that's so.  
 

 
        16            Alignment is favored by the Council and if this 
plan  
 
        17            moves forward there will be no noise mitigation 
for  
 
        18            IHS or it's nearby residents.  
 
        19                  Page 417 describes it as not feasible or not  
 

 
        21            don't understand.  Also, what does constraint by  
 
        22            local access actually mean as noted on Table 4-8.  
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        25            and motorcycles and other vehicles that will be  
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         1            stopping and starting along the three lights.   
 
         2            Someone else mentioned, too, psychological or  
 
         3            academic studies for the students.  How will that  
 
         4            impact them?   
 
         5                  I work at Issaquah Middle School as an EA 
and  
 
         6            I can tell you that these kids need a quiet, good  
 
         7            environment.  We endured two years of construction  
 
         8            renovation projects and there were many, many  
 
         9            moments in time when everyone, teachers and staff  
 
        10            alike, were stopped and gazing out the window at 
the  
 
        11            source of noise.  It was just very distracting and  
 
        12            impossible to go on.  So I urge you to vote for  
 
        13            No. 7 of the Alternative plans.  Thank you.  
 
        14                     

        20                  SALLY GROMMON:  It was stated that at the  

        21            round table meeting it was stated that they did  

 
        15                  MR. HAFF:  Sally indicated that she had  
 
        16            interpreted the documents to the effect that the  
 
        17            Council had expressed a preference for an 
alignment.   
 
        18            That's not true.  The Council has taken no 
position  
 
        19            whatsoever on any of the alternatives.  
 

 

 
        22            prefer -- 
 

        23                  MR. HAFF:  I believe that was an erroneous  
 
        24            statement from whomever made it and, in fact,  
 
        25            they've taken no action whatsoever on any of the  
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         1            alternatives. 
 
         2                  SALLY GROMMON:  Somebody preferred it. 
 
         3                  AUDIENCE MEMBER:  That's the project team's  
 
         4            preference, right?  
 
         5                  MR. HAFF:  That's correct.  
 
         6             
 
         7                        STATEMENT OF BARBARA SHELTON  
 
         8                  BARBARA SHELTON:  The Draft EIS for the  
 
         9            Southeast Issaquah Bypass does not address all  
 
        10            possible alternatives nor accommodation of any of  
 
        11            them.  One project is not a solution.  The Draft 
EIS  
 
        12            also does not address all of the impact.  
 
        13                  What is the cause of Issaquah's traffic  
 
        14            congestion?  Traffic studies have found that  
 
        15            congestion was caused by a combination of  
 
        16            pass-through commuter traffic, school-related  
 
        17            traffic, meaning school buses, parents 
transporting  
 
        18            students and students transporting themselves, and  
 
        19            local truck trips within a geographically 
restricted  
 
        20            valley with only one north-south route. 
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        21                  Clearly, vehicle trips need to be diminished  
 
        22            not increased as the Southeast Issaquah Bypass 
would  
 
        23            encourage.  
 
        24                  No one alternative will solve Issaquah's  
 
        25            traffic problem.  The solution must be a 
combination  
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         2                  The DEIS did not consider a combination of  

         9            However, the City of Issaquah must make major 
routes  

        13            building a new road that will attract even more  

        19            the south-end and I-90 to the north indicating  

        10            schools could restrict parking to students with  

        12            could be prohibited.  Buses could be housed at  

                    101 Yesler Way, #505 * Seattle, WA * (206) 682-9339 

 
                                 Draft EIS Hearing, 8/1/00              
64 
 
 
         1            of regional and local approaches.  
 

 
         3            No-Build Alternatives, which is the only way this  
 
         4            problem will be dealt with in the long term.  The  
 
         5            following alternatives need to be examined as one  
 
         6            alternative.  
 
         7                  Local trips can be decreased with options 
for  
 
         8            alternative transit, buses, bicycles and walkers.   
 

 
        10            and arterials accessible and safe for these 
options  
 
        11            so people will stay out of their cars. 
 
        12                  Commuter traffic can be controlled without  
 

 
        14            vehicles.  Construction of the I-90 interchange 
and  
 
        15            north and south SPARs will mitigate some of the  
 
        16            current congestion without a need for a bypass. 
 
        17                  Commuter traffic could be managed with a  
 

        18            signal on Issaquah-Hobart Road and State Route 18 
at  
 

 
        20            faster commutes using SR 18 to I-90 and the 
reverse.  
 
        21                  Accelerating build-out of SR 18 to four 
lanes  
 
        22            as planned will entice commuters to that route.   
 
        23            Issaquah-Hobart Road could be metered at SR 18 and  
 
        24            Front Street could be metered at I-90.  
 
        25                  A long term complementary inevitable No-
Build  
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         1            Alternative would be to bring metro routes with  
 
         2            park-and-ride facilities through the Issaquah-
Hobart  
 
         3            Road corridor.   
 
         4                  School-related trips are a primary reason 
for  
 
         5            school bus delays and could be controlled with  
 
         6            several measures.  Incentives could be provided 
for  
 
         7            students who ride school buses or bikes or walk to  
 
         8            discourage parent drop-offs and pick-ups.  
Activity  
 
         9            buses could be available daily to all routes.  
High  
 

 
        11            demonstrated need.  Street parking near schools  
 

 
        13            satellite locations to the north and south of the  
 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 231 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



        14            district.  Please consider the most compelling  

        18            allowing for the deceleration of three lights, 
buses  

        21            not be a true bypass.  A true bypass has limited  

        23            1.5 miles makes this just another arterial.  

                                 Draft EIS Hearing, 8/1/00              
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        15            argument against the proposed bypass.  It wouldn't  
 
        16            work.  
 
        17                  With speeds of only 35 miles an hour and  
 

 
        19            would again be backed up and waiting in traffic,  
 
        20            this time on a new road.  The Southeast Bypass 
would  
 

 
        22            access and increased speed.  Three stoplights 
within  
 

 
        24                  Issaquah-Hobart Road would experience  
 
        25            increased traffic with no increase in capacity.  
In  
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         1            the morning more commuters would take  
 
         2            Issaquah-Hobart Road anticipating that the bypass  
 
         3            would move traffic more quickly.  In the evening  
 
         4            commute, five lanes of the bypass would merge with  
 
         5            three from Front Street into the existing two on  
 
         6            Issaquah-Hobart Road.  
 
         7                  DEIS managers claim that with this road  
 
         8            already at capacity, traffic could get no worse.   
 
         9            However, addition of truck traffic and more  
 
        10            commuters extending the peak hours would cause  
 

        11            safety lapses and incidents of road rage as well 
as  
 
        12            endangering children as they enter the school 
buses.  
 
        13                  Finally, this proposed project would have  
 
        14            ramifications outside of Issaquah.  As noted 
above,  
 
        15            the congestion would merely be moved one mile into  
 
        16            the county.  The DEIS does not address impacts to  
 
        17            the residents of Issaquah-Hobart Road or the  
 
        18            neighborhood on 238th Way SE where the proposed  
 
        19            bypass merges with Issaquah-Hobart Road.  These  
 
        20            impacts need to be clearly stated in the final 
EIS.  
 
        21                  According to the DEIS, trail heads on Tiger  
 
        22            Mountain would be destroyed during the 
construction  
 
        23            phase and relocated.  The DEIS does not indicate  
 
        24            what temporary measures would be taken to provide  
 
        25            access during construction, nor does it indicate 
to  
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         1            where the trail heads would be relocated and when  
 
         2            that would be completed.  
 
         3                  The DEIS notes that Tributary 0199, also 
known  
 
         4            as Keys Creek which runs off Tiger Mountain under  
 
         5            238th Way SE and Issaquah-Hobart Road would be  
 
         6            relocated and culverted.  The salmon-bearing 
streams  
 
         7            which merges with Issaquah Creek would be  
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         8            irreparably harmed which could cause flooding and  
 
         9            loss of salmon habitat and must be addressed in 
the  
 
        10            final EIS.  
 
        11                  Please consider a combination of local and  
 
        12            regional alternatives to addressing Issaquah's  
 
        13            traffic congestion rather than a new route. 
 
        14             
 
        15                          STATEMENT OF KARLA CRAIG  
 
        16                  KARLA CRAIG:  I have a great deal of  
 
        17            difficulty understanding how this, as people have  
 
        18            testified, questionable convenience can justify 
the  
 
        19            probable negative impact on a captive audience in  
 
        20            three Issaquah schools. 
 
        21                  What appears to be a very small increase in  
 
        22            voice, actually, when you look at the numbers as  
 
        23            people have testified, is not a small increase.  
It  
 
        24            could have a very significant impact on the 
hearing.  

        25                  In the April, 2000 issue of USA Today, Boris  

        14                                       

        15                         STATEMENT OF MIKE KUTCHEN  

        16                  MIKE KUTCHEN:  My name is Mike Kutchen.  
I've  

        17            been a resident of Issaquah since January of 1994.   

        18            I live up on 565 SW Ellerwood Street.  I really 
want  

        19            to talk today about two topics.  The first is 
about  

        20            the visual effects of the road for homeowners that  

        21            live either right next to the adjoining properties  

        22            or those who live on Squak Mountain.  

        24            view and I look out over the Cascade Range.  It's 
a  
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         1            Fest, Professor of Speech and Hearing Science  
 
         2            explains that sound bounces off hard surfaces.  
When  
 
         3            sound bounces around, it creates excessive noise 
and  
 

         4            interferes with understanding speech.  It only 
takes  
 
         5            a small change of speech-to-noise ratio for a 
child  
 
         6            to go from understanding almost everything to  
 
         7            understanding very little. 
 
         8                  This is not a small increase in noise.  This  
 
         9            needs to be considered even more seriously since 
IHS  
 
        10            and Tiger Mountain have always been open to noise.   
 
        11            And they need to open their windows if they want 
to  
 
        12            get any kind of air conditioning.  
 
        13                  Please reconsider this. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        23                  My property right now today has a 
territorial  
 

 
        25            beautiful, beautiful view. 
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         1                  If a new road was to be put in and the with  
 
         2            the addition of Park Pointe, the view from my home  
 
         3            out the front window is going to start looking  
 
         4            similar to the view of Bellevue when you're 
driving  
 
         5            eastbound on I-90 and you see nothing but homes 
all  
 
         6            the way across.  It reminds me of some of the 
places  
 
         7            in California that I've visited.  
 
         8                  What this means to me, besides the everyday  
 
         9            reminder of this blemish and everything else I've  
 
        10            heard bad, is going to reduce the value of my 
home.  
 
        11            I discovered from my realtor that territorial 
views  
 
        12            with no buildings or highways are worth a lot more  
 
        13            than if there's other homes or highways in your  
 
        14            view.  
 
        15                  On top of that, there's a noise issue.  
Noise  
 
        16            rises.  Today, living on Squak Mountain where I 
do,  
 
        17            I don't get a visual view of I-90, but I hear I-90  
 
        18            traffic.  In the evening I hear a very soft hum of  
 
        19            that traffic.  It's very clear that it's there.   
 
        20            With the bypass, that's going to get even worse.  
So  
 
        21            I'm looking at additional noise pollution. 
 
        22                  I did some checking today and they tell me  
 
        23            that a garbage truck driving by produces 100 DB of  
 
        24            noise.  A diesel truck driving by produces 84 DB 
of  
 

        25            noise.  I'll be greatly reduced because I'm living  
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         1            up the hill, but for those folks adjoining, this 
is  
 
         2            approaching 90 DB, which is a clear indicator,  
 
         3            anything over 90 DB over a long period of time  
 
         4            creates hearing loss.  
 
         5                  Since I've been involved in this project, 
and  
 
         6            I haven't been as good as some of my neighbors, 
but  
 
         7            all I ever hear are the negatives about this.   
 
         8                  Given all the negatives I hear about this, I  
 
         9            say well, where's the City Council learning about  
 
        10            all the positives.  Certainly not from any of the  
 
        11            meetings I've been to, so it makes me wonder.  Is  
 
        12            this being expressed behind closed doors 
somewhere,  
 
        13            or in restaurants or in nightclubs with some small  
 
        14            community.  Are there some folks that are getting  
 
        15            benefits here that don't want to share those with  
 
        16            the rest of the population?  
 
        17                  We've been real nice here today.  I haven't  
 
        18            heard anyone talk about what the ramifications, 
the  
 
        19            political ramifications of doing this might be.  I  
 
        20            can tell you myself I'm very happy to see some 
city  
 
        21            council members here.  I guess the mayor didn't  
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        22            think this was important enough to come to.  I 
don't  
 
        23            see her or some of the other city council members  
 
        24            here.  Oh, is she here?  Okay, then wonderful.  
 
        25                  The other thing I heard, too, about the 
people  
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         1            who are doing this is, it's a small group of local  
 
         2            people.  Nothing to worry about.  Small groups 
grow  
 
         3            into larger organizations and I guess the question  
 
         4            that I would tell all city council members today 
and  
 
         5            the mayor and all those folks is, come election 
time  
 
         6            there will be ramifications of this.  And 
certainly  
 
         7            this small group might grow into a much larger 
group  
 
         8            by that time, and the ramifications of all that 
come  
 
         9            from -- the next election may not be what you 
folks  
 
        10            envision today.  I will certainly remember and I  

        11            won't be voting for any city council member or the  

        13            heard anything positive about it.  And my 
perception  

        14            is we're getting railroaded here for the purpose 
of  

        15            big business, and I think our city council and 
mayor  

        16            ought to be concerned about the majority of the  

        17            little people and not big business.  Thank you. 

        18             

        19                       STATEMENT OF GEORGE COMSTOCK  

        20                  GEORGE COMSTOCK:  I sort of have two 
separate  

        21            statements to make that are really not connected.   

        22            One is associated with traffic and the other is  

        24                  Regarding traffic, I have basically very bad  

         1            audience.  The problem is that with the 
installation  

         2            of the four-way interchange at Exit 18, the 
Issaquah  

         4            increased levels of traffic, regardless of what  

 

 
        12            mayor if this bypass goes through, because I 
haven't  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        23            associated with flooding and flood plains.  
 

 
        25            news that may cost me some applause here with the  
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         3            High School is going to be experiencing 
dramatically  
 

 
         5            happens to the bypass.   
 
         6                  In fact, the bypass will probably reduce the  
 
         7            levels of traffic and will certainly make it safer  
 
         8            for high school students because the traffic 
that's  
 
         9            going to be drawn on Second Avenue if the bypass 
is  
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        10            not built is going to create a tremendous mess.  
And  
 
        11            you do see that at Second and Sunset, the level of  
 
        12            traffic increases dramatically when you see the  
 
        13            No-Build Alternative as opposed to the build  
 
        14            alternative.  
 
        15                  That point, basically, in my mind makes the  
 
        16            bypass the best of a lot of poor choices.  We 
should  
 
        17            have made the decision not to build that bypass or  
 
        18            not to build the interchange.  When that 
interchange  
 
        19            went in, it's simply not practical for the  
 
        20            neighborhood that lives there and the high school 
as  
 
        21            it is.  They're really not in a position where  
 
        22            they'll be able to function.  
 
        23                  So the No-Build Alternative sounds like it's  
 
        24            going to be status-quo but, in fact, it will not 
be.   
 
        25            That's my one point. 
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         1                  With respect to flooding, and I just wanted 
to  
 
         2            be more specific about some of the issues that are  
 
         3            bought up in the Draft EIS and some areas where  
 
         4            there may be some room for improvement.  
 
         5                  We notice that nowhere in there is there  
 
         6            actually a flood map shown delineating the 100-
year  
 
         7            flood area.  I'm speaking particularly of this 
South  

         8            A alignment.  
 
         9                  We would actually really like to have that  
 
        10            flood map identified and we understand that that's  
 
        11            based on pretty preliminary information.  I would  
 
        12            like to make sure that the flooding issues at the  
 
        13            south end are addressed quite conservatively until  
 
        14            other information can be found. 
 
        15                  Also, I suspect that the flooding issues are  
 
        16            treated as if -- they're down at the south end --  
 
        17            are treated as if it's a pure back water 
situation,  
 
        18            whereas in a situation where there's only really  
 
        19            standing water that needs to be basically the 
volume  
 
        20            that would be lost in any roadway alignment would  
 
        21            simply be replaced in time by, if not in volume,  
 
        22            someone else.  In fact, during flood events, 
really  
 
        23            the area on the South A Alignment of Sixth Avenue  
 
        24            serves as a secondary channel.  It's basically an  
 
        25            overflow that accepts water to the south end and  
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         1            then sends it out further north and so there 
really  
 
         2            is a conveyance issue that needs to be addressed.  
 
         3                  The third issue is the mitigation measures  
 
         4            that are described, and there really isn't much to  
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         5            describ in the mitigation measures, and I would 
like  
 
         6            to see more for flooding issues.  
 
         7                  There is shown a flood mitigation.  There is  
 
         8            an area for flood mitigation, but it really 
doesn't  
 
         9            appear to be appropriate for where the flooding  
 
        10            actually occurs.  It's actually considerably  

        12            where South A aligns it comes in close contact 
with  

        13            the main Issaquah Creek.  What's really needed as  

 

        23                  It's ridiculous.  Do we have to be sliced 
and  

        25            be, the most sliced and diced town?  What's the  

 
        11            downstream from the real choke points.  Flooding  
 

 

 
        14            far as I can tell is some flood mitigation that  
 
        15            would be upstream from where the choke point is.  
 
        16                  It may be possible to create a channel that  
 
        17            brings overflow water to the flood mitigation as  
 
        18            shown, but that's not identified and it will  
 
        19            probably end up taking more wetlands.  
 
        20                  The other issue is that it suggests that the  
 
        21            alternate that the Erickson property, which is a  
 
        22            park, a proposed park, be used for mitigation.  
But  
 
        23            I'm gathering that the park is really not 
interested  
 
        24            in having that property used as mitigation for  
 
        25            flooding.  And, so there really are very limited  
 
 
                      Van Pelt, Corbett & Associates, Court Reporters 
                    101 Yesler Way, #505 * Seattle, WA * (206) 682-9339 

 
                                 

 Draft EIS Hearing, 8/1/00              75 
 
 
         1            options for flooding mitigation on the South A  
 
         2            Alignment and I think it needs to be more clearly  

         3            identified.  Thank you.  
 
         4             
 
         5                         STATEMENT OF JOHN SHERIDAN 
 
         6                  JOHN SHERIDAN:  Thank you.  John Sheridan.  
I  
 
         7            live at 675 Jasmine Place NW here in Issaquah at 
the  
 
         8            base of Squak, and my wife and I are extremely  
 
         9            concerned about this project.   
 
        10                  I don't come from a science background, only  
 
        11            common sense, and when you have a 1.5 mile road 
with  
 
        12            three lights, and then the small print, future  
 
        13            involvement, it's advertised more as a bypass than  
 
        14            what it really should be called.  An access road 
for  
 
        15            future big development.   
 
        16                  Is that what we need?  Come on.  Come on.  
 
        17            Let's not sell our town out.  We don't even know 
the  
 
        18            impacts yet of East Cooper Village set to go in 
over  
 
        19            at SR 900.  1700 plus homes, commercial space.  
And  
 
        20            what are the impacts going to be when Issaquah  
 
        21            Highlands are built, also known as Berring Ridge,  
 
        22            thanks Ken Berring.   
 

 
        24            diced.  Is this competition?  What are we trying 
to  
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         1            reward, what's the prize?  

         3            no, no to Park Pointe development.  This is not a  
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         2                  We just can't have another development.  No,  
 

 
         4            bypass road.  Take out the lanes, just having the  
 
         5            bypass alone is enough development.   
 
         6                  More deer and pets will be killed on the 
road.   
 
         7            Hiking trails will be destroyed, the Sportsmen's  
 
         8            Club, the elementary school, Issaquah High School.   
 
         9            It's ridiculous, it's common sense.   
 
        10                  Remember, City Council, you represent us, 
our  
 
        11            futures.  You're very nice people, but you don't  
 
        12            have to be sold out by the big developers.  Whose  
 
        13            interests are being served?  Who kicked in  
 
        14            $1 million for this project?  Who?  Look it up  
 
        15            yourself.  
 
        16                  It's really frustrating.  Besides buses 
going  
 
        17            through and gravel trucks, dump trucks, there's 
480  
 
        18            homes.  There's not just one car per home.  At 
least  
 
        19            three, right, nowadays?  
 
        20                  As far as SR 18, why isn't that being looked  
 
        21            at more so with an extra commuter lane?  Why don't  
 
        22            we have more van pools, with the snow chains.  
This  
 
        23            might sound really outlandish, but you know what, 
if  
 

        24            we throw enough ideas together as a community, 
we're  
 
        25            intelligent people here, very intelligent.  Why 
not  
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         1            throw 150, 200 ideas together and we'll get a few  
 
         2            that stick rather than just one alternative to a  
 
         3            bypass.   
 
         4                  What about -- this might sound really  
 
         5            visionary or maybe farfetched, what about a little  
 
         6            snow tunnel through the peak of Tiger Mountain.  
For  
 
         7            those of us who are concerned about the snow, what  
 
         8            about a little tiny little tunnel along the upper  
 
         9            portion.  That could be done.  That could be done. 
 
        10                  There's a number of ways we could look at 
this  
 
        11            and I'm just trying to use common sense.  We don't  
 
        12            know the impacts of Issaquah Highlands, this East  
 
        13            Cooper Village and why have the town come to a  
 
        14            standstill?  And just, again, no to Park Pointe  
 
        15            development.  This really isn't a bypass, it's a 
raw  
 
        16            deal.  Thank you. 
 
        17             
 
        18                          STATEMENT OF ROWAN HINDS  
 
        19                  ROWAN HINDS:  Good evening.  Can you hear 
me?   
 
        20            My name is Rowan Hinds.  I live at 1571 Sycamore  
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        21            Drive here in Issaquah.  For those of you that 
don't  
 
        22            know me, I've been involved with the city for some  
 
        23            18 years up until 1997, so I do have some 
background  
 
        24            in how we got to this point.  I think it's rather  
 
        25            unfortunate but not all that unusual for the  
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         1            situation. 

         2                  I guess I would agree that Highway 18 is by  

         1            additional one or two homes, if that were 
necessary.  

         3            particularly as long as Hobart Road remains two  

         4            lanes.  I guarantee if there were a four lane 
Hobart  

         5            Road there is nothing that we could do to solve 
the  

         6            problem.  I think it's absolutely crucial that  

         7            Hobart Road remain two lanes, and one way of doing  

         8            that is to keep the bypass two lanes.  

         9                  I think we also then need to look at  

        10            addressing divisional impacts as were mentioned  

        11            earlier.  That's very important to the community 
and  

        12            I think that's very doable.  One of the lessons 
that  

        13            I learned in my many years in office, relative to 
a  

 

 
         3            far the preferred regional traffic route.   
 
         4            Unfortunately with human nature being what it is,  
 
         5            Hobart Road will always be seen as the shorter 
route  
 
         6            for a majority of people than Highway 18, so we're  
 
         7            stuck with that.  
 
         8                  The reason we got to this particular series 
of  
 
         9            route alternatives for a bypass is because there  
 
        10            were a lot of other ones that were looked at and  
 
        11            this was by far the preferable to those other  
 
        12            routes.  None of which made a lot of sense  
 
        13            environmentally if nothing else.  
 
        14                  I won't take the time to debate the many  
 
        15            traffic issues that have been raised.  I'd be more  
 
        16            than happy to talk about those with individuals at  
 
        17            other times but I guess to speak to the DEIS 
itself  
 
        18            tonight.   

 
        19                  I think it makes sense to locate the route 
as  
 
        20            far east as possible.  That would tend to minimize  
 
        21            the noise impact to begin with.  I think it's  
 
        22            necessary to look at additional noise mitigations.   
 
        23            I think there obviously will be some residents  
 
        24            dislocated and I think that also it would make 
some  
 
        25            sense to favor wetlands and flood plains to an  
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         2                  I firmly believe that two lanes is 
sufficient  
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        14            situation like this, is it's never easy, it's 
never  

        15            simple, and you could never solve it by just 
saying  

        16            no.  Thank you. 

        17             

        18                          STATEMENT OF KELLY SMITH  

        19                  KELLY SMITH:  Good evening.  Kelly Smith,  

        20            seven-year Squak Mountain resident.  Now, we've  

        22            disturbing conflicts in the EIS report and the 
many  

 

         2            damaging long-term environmental violations all  

         3            contributing to the degradation and destruction of  

         4            Issaquah's beauty and quality of life. 

         5                  I'd like to read to you from the City of  

         6            Issaquah's Vision Statement.  "The City of 
Issaquah  

         7            is committed to quality living and preservation 
and  

         8            enhancement of the communities unique human and  

         9            natural resources."  

        10                  My question is, how can the city proceed 
with  

        11            momentum on the Southeast Bypass when many of the  

        12            results of the EIS report are in direct conflict  

        13            with the city's statement of preserving and  

        14            enhancing our unique natural resources?  Thank 
you.  

        15                     

        16                  MR. HAFF:  I have no more signatures on the  

        17            sign-up page.  Would anybody like to speak who  

        18            hasn't spoken and did not sign up?  If so, please  

        19            come forward and give us your name.  

        21                         STATEMENT OF SHERILL GREGG  
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        21            heard here, and I certainly have many, many  
 

 
        23            negative effects the Southeast Bypass would have 
on  
 
        24            our community.  Increased noise and air pollution,  
 
        25            destruction of our wetlands and aquifers, the  
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         1            harmful effect on wildlife, and many more equally  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        20                                       
 

 
        22                  SHERILL GREGG:  Hi.  My name is Sherill 
Gregg.   
 
        23            I've lived in Issaquah for 40 years and I've seen  
 
        24            many, many, many, changes in this town.  I'm not  
 
        25            going to get into any details because everybody 
else  
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         1            has pretty much said it, but we need to go further  
 
         2            east.  Absolutely further east.  It's impacted so  
 
         3            many things by coming so close to town, and I live  
 
         4            just half a mile From Sunset Way and they've 
already  
 
         5            burned those houses down, and it kind of irritates  
 
         6            me.  
 
         7                  Is it pretty much all set up because they've  
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         1                  We talk, we talk, we talk and still all the  

         2            developments go.  Still the bypass feels like a 
done  

         3            deal.  It does feel like we're flapping our lips  

         4            here.  It feels like everything we say is still  

         5            going to just go on outside of our control, and I  

         6            wonder why that is because everyone is supposed to  

         7            represent us.  We live here.  

         8                  I own a store and I have hundreds of people  

         9            come in my store everyday that say, What is going  

        10            on?  Why aren't things changing and making our 
lives  

        11            more livable?  They're more livable for those  

        12            passing through, they're more livable for those  

        13            people moving into town, but for those people 
who've  

        14            lived here forever, it's way different.  For those  

        15            who've lived here for 10 years, every day, the  

        16            quality of our life degrades.  

        17                  Now, I look over Issaquah Highlands every 
day  

        18            and I see it getting barer and barer and barer and 
I  

        21            you have more loose water, no aquifers, we're just  

        22            going to pipe water from Bellevue, that will solve  

        23            the problem.  We'll just continue paving 
everything.   

        24            But then again, I love the trees.  I love the  

        25            animals.  I love the sense of community that parts  

         8            already burned the houses and everything?  Are we  
 
         9            just flapping our lips or what the heck is going 
on?   
 
        10            But anyway, I would just like to see a little 
change  
 
        11            in town and that does not mean we need another  
 
        12            bypass real close.  We need to go further out to 
18.   
 
        13            Thank you.   
 
        14                    MR. HAFF:  Would anyone else like to speak  
 
        15            who hasn't had an opportunity yet?  Going once,  
 
        16            going twice.  Yes, ma'am.  Come forward, please.  
 
        17             
 
        18                         STATEMENT OF CONNIE MARSH   
 
        19                  CONNIE MARSH:  My name is Connie Marsh and I  
 
        20            live up here on Squak Mountain, also.  I agree 
with  
 
        21            what people are saying today, but above and beyond  
 
        22            all of the details of this matter, the larger 
issue  
 
        23            is a lack of control of the local government by 
the  
 
        24            people, and I think that is where a lot of this  
 
        25            frustration comes from.  
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        19            say, you know, water goes down and they say we 
have  
 
        20            it under control.  If you build more over 
wetlands,  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
                      Van Pelt, Corbett & Associates, Court Reporters 
                    101 Yesler Way, #505 * Seattle, WA * (206) 682-9339 

 
 

Draft EIS Hearing, 8/1/00              83 
 

Southeast Issaquah Bypass Comment Letters page 241 
Draft Supplemental EIS 



 
         1            of Issaquah has and I wonder who's listening.  
I've  
 
         2            seen all of these people at different meetings all  
 
         3            talking and nothing ever happens in our direction. 
 
         4                  I have been to an Issaquah meeting in the 
past  
 
         5            where they say, No matter what the community 
thinks,  
 
         6            we are going to the year 2010, and we are going to  
 
         7            progress.  And I know perfectly well that the city  
 
         8            is mainly run by city management more than it is 
by  
 
         9            city council, and there's an underlying method of  
 
        10            making this city bigger, making it more 
substantial.  
 
        11                  It looks great on their resumés, but what 
does  
 
        12            it do for us?  It doesn't do a heck of a lot.  
What  
 
        13            does the bypass do for us?  Well for people who  
 
        14            would like to go south, it would probably help for 
a  
 
        15            while. 
 
        16                  But as I see it, pretty soon we're just 
going  
 
        17            to have three exits with cars stacked up on the  
 
        18            freeway, and then we're going to have Front Street  
 
        19            fill up, and Hobart will be full, and then 
Newport's  
 
        20            going to be full, and we're going to be sitting 
here  
 
        21            going, Now what do we do when we could have  
 
        22            addressed these issues now before spending all the  
 
        23            money and causing all the future development and 
the  
 

        24            noise, the pollution, the everything. 
 
        25                  I think maybe 20 people have said, we have  
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         1            many smart people here.  Listen to us, we can make 
a  
 
         2            solution that will be long term, very broad, and  
 
         3            maybe please us, too, and then we won't just be  
 
         4            frustrated all day long.  Somebody has to listen,  
 
         5            and how do we make you listen?  Do we have to sue?   
 
         6            What do we have to do?  
 
         7             
 
         8                        STATEMENT OF MARGARET ADARE   
 
         9                  MARGARET ADARE:  I didn't sign up because I  
 
        10            had no intentions of getting up today. 
 
        11                  AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Margaret, we can't hear 
you.  
 
        12                  MARGARET ADARE:  My name is Margaret Adare 
and  
 
        13            I live at 1275 Front Street South, Issaquah.  I 
have  
 
        14            been in my home for almost 53 years.  As many of 
you  
 
        15            probably know, 10 years ago I raised my home to 
save  
 
        16            it from the floods and I enjoy living there in the  
 
        17            neighborhood because of the neighborhood. 
 
        18            Three years ago I was attacked by a Rottweiler and  

        19            because of the neighborhood I live in, I am 
standing  

 

 
        20            here today, my life was saved. 
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        21                  I would like to let you know that I hope  
 
        22            whatever your decisions are, you will keep our  
 
        23            neighborhood in mind and keep it intact as-is.  I  
 
        24            thank you very much.  
 
        25                                       
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        18                  Studies completed since 1989 through 1997 
and  

        19            included in the DEIS have focused on the 
congestion  
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         1                         STATEMENT OF ROBERT RAKITA  
 
         2                  ROBERT RAKITA:  I live on the south end of  
 
         3            town.  I live at 24998 SE 155th Place, Issaquah,  
 
         4            Washington.  
 
         5                  The DEIS studies have been drafted to treat  
 
         6            the Southeast Bypass project solely as an Issaquah  
 
         7            problem while simultaneously identifying increased  
 
         8            traffic as the by-product of regional growth.   
 
         9            However, while identifying the causes, the DEIS  
 
        10            neglects to address regional solutions to traffic  
 
        11            management.  
 
        12                  The Issaquah Valley falls into this area.  
The  
 
        13            DEIS treats the bypass as an entity unto itself.   
 
        14            This is inaccurate and could be reasoned as an  
 
        15            attempt to obscure a long-term agenda for its  
 
        16            facilitating and eventual roof of the proposed I-
605  
 
        17            corridor. 
 

 

 
        20            at Front Street and I-90 as a core of the problem 
as  
 
        21            a massive of influx of commuters to Issaquah.   
 
        22            Obviously, this is not true because it has been  
 
        23            established that 80 percent of the traffic is  
 
        24            passing through.  
 
        25                  Using recent figures of transferring this,  
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         1            this turns into 36,000 daily trips passing through  
 
         2            Issaquah to somewhere else, leaving 9,000 daily  
 
         3            trips as necessary trips for residents within the  
 
         4            area of the valley with Issaquah as the 
destination. 
 
         5                  For all the studies completed, the issues 
that  
 
         6            impact the Issaquah Valley has not been addressed.   
 
         7            There appears to be no comprehensive study for the  
 
         8            effects of the Southeast Bypass on the Issaquah  
 
         9            Valley.  Although the bypass proposes to alleviate 
a  
 
        10            current 45,000 plus trips a day from going through  
 
        11            Front Street, those cars still travel along the  
 
        12            Issaquah Hobart Road, a two-lane road safely 
driven  
 
        13            at 45 miles per hour.  
 
        14                  How is this road supposed to sustain an  
 
        15            increase in traffic at 45 to southeast of a short  
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        16            cut?  In short, it cannot.  The projected increase  
 
        17            in daily truck trips is expected to rise to 125 
with  
 
        18            just King County sanitation trucks using the newly  

                      Van Pelt, Corbett & Associates, Court Reporters 

        22            will beach.  In actuality what will be created 
would  

        23            be ponds incapable of fulfilling their intended  

        24            purpose of distilling surface run off. 

 
        19            accessible truck road. 
 
        20                  No estimates are given for the daily usage 
by  
 
        21            private businesses.  If the increase in traffic 
the  
 
        22            road engenders, the back-ups created by slow 
moving  
 
        23            traffic, which is virtually inevitable due to the  
 
        24            existing curvatures of the road.  And what will be  
 
        25            six stoplights will, in all probability,  
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         1            necessitate, the addition of an additional 
stoplight  
 
         2            at Mirrormont permitting egress for residents of  
 
         3            that community.  
 
         4                  A total of seven stoplights, seven places to  
 
         5            slow down, brake, stop and accelerate.  This will  
 
         6            increase air pollution and noise in a valley that  
 
         7            can readily seem to stratify air layers and has a  
 
         8            steady increase in noise ricocheting off the  
 
         9            southeast Tiger Mountain. 
 
        10                  The Cedar Grove roads are projected to 
project  
 
        11            a cut-off of the bypass.  Issaquah-Hobart Road  
 
        12            passes over five creeks and parallels wetlands.   

 
        13            There have been no studies or mitigations 
designated  
 
        14            for the Issaquah-Hobart Road in the area that over  
 
        15            its length from Issaquah into SR 18, runs 
alongside  
 
        16            wetlands and creeks as well as over creeks that 
feed  
 
        17            into the salmon streams and the Issaquah aquifer.  
 
        18                  Any construction or run-off and catch basins  
 
        19            along the length of the Issaquah-Hobart Road would  
 
        20            be built at the level of the water take, in effect  
 
        21            opening up holes into which existing wetland water  
 

 

 

 
        25                  In a recent accident in which a mother died,  
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         1            her baby severely injured, bears testimony to the  
 
         2            limited capacities of the road.  Also, to note, 
was  
 
         3            an incident involving oil spillage from a truck  
 
         4            accident which was minor, but given its proximity 
to  
 
         5            an adjacent creek served as a warning for the  
 
         6            serious consequences possible for the project 
which  
 
         7            will be a short-time solution at best, in fact, 
it's  
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         8            stated in the DEIS. 
 
         9                  With increase of traffic, bicycle travel not  
 
        10            uncommonly present as a recreational tourist draw 
to  
 
        11            our area will be severely curtailed, if not become  
 
        12            wiped out.  As a parent with a teenaged son and a  
 
        13            daughter, this presents a definite concern.  
 
        14                  There are no studies for mitigations  
 
        15            pertaining to the effect on Issaquah Valley by the  
 
        16            Southeast Bypass.  I would note in closing that 
the  
 
        17            definition of mitigate is to make mild, soft, or  
 
        18            tender; to assuage or lesson.  Mitigate does not  
 
        19            make better, correct, or prevent.  It just makes  
 
        20            things not as bad over a period of time.  Clearly 
a  
 
        21            depth of 1000 cuts, which our town and surrounding  
 
        22            environments are going to be subject to.  Thank 
you.  
 
        23             

        24                                       
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        24            really concerned that not enough has been said 
about  

 

 
        25                         STATEMENT OF DAVID EDFELTD 
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         1                  DAVID EDFELDT:  I'm David Edfeldt.  12706  
 
         2            Issaquah Park Road, a 22-year resident of Hobart  
 
         3            Road.  There's a couple things I want to say.   
 
         4            Number one is those of you who have not made your  
 
         5            comments in the other room, if you don't want to  

         6            speak here, that's fine, but please make sure that  
 
         7            your comments are heard and recorded in the other  
 
         8            room.  It's a very painless experience.  I had a  
 
         9            good time in there.  
 
        10                  Since most of my comments have been made  
 
        11            there, there are just a couple of things I missed  
 
        12            that I'd like to add here.  One is my very great  
 
        13            concern about what are we going to see happen to  
 
        14            I-90 once we get all these people rolling off the  
 
        15            plateau.   
 
        16                  We're already starting to see the backup 
which  
 
        17            is already beginning to happen on I-90.  I-90  
 
        18            through Issaquah being basically like 405 that 
goes  
 
        19            through downtown Bellevue.  Even without this  
 
        20            bypass, once we put this bypass in this place, 
we're  
 
        21            going to be backing people up on this side who 
think  
 
        22            that this is the shortest way, this is the easy 
way.   
 
        23            All these other things you've already heard, so 
I'm  
 

 
        25            what is going on with I-90 already.  Even if this  
 
 
                      Van Pelt, Corbett & Associates, Court Reporters 
                    101 Yesler Way, #505 * Seattle, WA * (206) 682-9339 
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         1            thing works the way we think it will, people won't  

         2            be able to get on that road.  

         3                  The other concern people have with bypassing  

         4            town is, of course, head north up the side of the  

         5            lake.  There hasn't been enough addressed with it  

         6            already. 

         7                  One place under I-90, beside the Mexican  

         8            restaurant, there's a way that we could get 
another  

         9            road underneath there.  It would be possible that  

        10            you could route traffic that's on Front Street  

        11            through that road, spin them around, make a Q up  

        12            there out of the way of traffic that's trying to 
go  

        13            north and south through Front Street.  That would 
be  

        14            a much less expensive proposition and wouldn't  

        16                  I'm deeply concerned about this last 
speaker's  

                      Van Pelt, Corbett & Associates, Court Reporters 

 

         1                  Finally, I do have grave concerns about the  

         2            competence in the community in this  

         3            development-driven sort of scenario that I'm 
seeing.   

         4            I've seen it happen with the development across  

         5            town, over where Costco is, that area over there.   

         6            We've seen it with the development on Gilman.  
We've  

         7            seen what's happened on the plateau.   

         8                  I think there's a perception that if you 
just  

         9            wait long enough, people will get discouraged.   

        10            They'll give up and they'll just quit coming to  

        11            meetings and then the developers can do what they  

        12            want to do.  And I'm gravely afraid that we're in  

        13            that sort of situation again where we've already  

        14            been through this a couple years ago.   

        16            different.  Suddenly we're allowing a development 
on  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        15            impact this delicate land. 
 

 
        17            comments.  I agree totally with what he had to say  
 
        18            about the impact on Issaquah Creek.  That creek  
 
        19            could be carrying much more salmon than it is now.   
 
        20            They're stopped currently at the hatchery.  I 
really  
 
        21            wish they would break that thing down because it  
 
        22            really is a rich, rich environment.  And as we 
start  
 
        23            allowing more and more development south of town, 
as  
 
        24            this thing will permit, it's really going to 
create  
 
        25            a worse problem for the estuary, the creek.  
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        15                  Now the drawings look pretty radically  
 

 
        17            the hill.  More lights.  This doesn't look like 
what  
 
        18            we were talking about a couple years ago, and the  
 
        19            essence of what this thing was supposed to do, I  
 
        20            don't even think it will do anymore.  So that's my  
 
        21            comments.  Thank you. 
 
        22             
 
        23                                       
        24                                       
 
        25                         STATEMENT OF MARY CHARROW  
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                      Van Pelt, Corbett & Associates, Court Reporters 
                                  
 
 
 

 

 

         1                  MARY CHARROW:  Good evening.  I'm Mary  

         2            Charrow.  We have a family of four living on Squak  

         3            Mountain for about a year and a half now.  I have  

         4            two teenagers at Issaquah High School and I think  

         5            that the high school tends to be not right through  

         6            the bypass, but so directly near it.  Of course,  

         7            both my kids are athletes, which I'm very glad 
about  

         8            but I live there, too, and it is a beautiful 
place.   

         9            I don't think it's just the aesthetic values that  

        10            we're talking about here.  It's the location and 
the  

        11            direct vulnerability.   

        12                  If you want to keep a community healthy you  

        13            have to look to the health of the kids, and that  

        15            coming south is just too narrow to support the 
kind  

                      Van Pelt, Corbett & Associates, Court Reporters 
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        14            starts at the school.  And, secondly, the valley  
 

 
        16            of structure that they have drawn here.  And  
 
        17            thirdly, I don't want it.  I don't like it, I like  
 
        18            the way it is.  I know it's congested.  There has 
to  
 
        19            be a far more viable use of development, in my 
mind.   
 
        20            Thank you.  
 
        21                    MR. HAFF:  Would anyone else like to 
speak,  

 
        22            please come forward and give us your name and  
 
        23            address. 
 
        24             
 
        25                         STATEMENT OF PHYLLIS SCHAFF 
 
 

                    101 Yesler Way, #505 * Seattle, WA * (206) 682-9339 

 
                                  

 
 
         1                  PHYLLIS SCHAFF:  I was going to save this 
for  
 
         2            another time because it doesn't directly address 
the  
 
         3            DEIS.  However, after hearing all this stuff, a 
year  
 
         4            or so ago I started making some phone calls.  I  
 
         5            wanted to find out who is ultimately benefiting 
from  
 
         6            this bypass.  I got passed around a whole bunch of  
 
         7            times.  A bunch of different phone calls.   
 
         8                  I wrote down a couple of names and I talked 
to  
 
         9            someone at First Wellington.  Now I understand  
 
        10            someone else has the development now.  But we 
talked  
 
        11            for a while and I said, you know, I live on Bush  
 
        12            Street.  I have a nice dry basement.  What are the  
 
        13            chances of that staying like that?   And he said,  
 
        14            you won't have it.  If that development goes in 
and  
 
        15            the bypass, you won't have a dry basement.  He  
 
        16            actually told me that.  He's a developer.   
 
        17                  And another thing that hasn't been talked  
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        18            about much, who's paying for this?  Where is all  
 
        19            this money coming from?  We're retired.  I don't  
 
        20            want to pay for it.  This is not fair.  It's the  
 
        21            citizens of Issaquah that are paying and I don't  
 
        22            think they're making that very clear, so again, I  

        24            used.  There are a lot of solutions and this isn't  

                      Van Pelt, Corbett & Associates, Court Reporters 
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        23            say no bypass.  Use 18.  It's there.  It can be  
 

 
        25            good and I don't want floods and a wet basement.   
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         1            So, I say no bypass.  
 
         2                    MR. HAFF:  What is your name and address? 
 
         3                    PHYLLIS SCHAFF:  Phyllis Schaff, 375 SE 
Bush  
 
         4            Street. 
 
         5                    MR. HAFF:  Would anyone else like to 
speak?   
 
         6            Going once, going twice.  Seeing none, then, I 
guess  
 
         7            we will close the hearing.  Staff will remain in 
the  
 
         8            room in the back.  We will be here until eight  
 
         9            o'clock if you'd like, and attempt to share any  
 
        10            information that you may ask us about.  Thank you  
 
        11            very much.  And by the way, please don't forget to  
 
        12            get written comments.  Either in the box behind us  
 
        13            or send them to the address on the comment sheets 
by  
 
        14            August 15th.  Thank you very much.    
 

        15             
 
        16             
 
        17             
 
        18             
 
        19             
 
        20             
 
        21             
 
        22             
 
        23             
 
        24             
 
        25             
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         1                            C E R T I F I C A T E 
 
         2            STATE OF WASHINGTON  ) 
                                           )  ss. 
         3            COUNTY OF KING       ) 
 
         4             
 
         5                  I, Nancy L. Bauer, a Notary Public in and 
for  
 
         6            the State of Washington, do hereby certify: 
 
         7                  That the foregoing hearing was taken before 
me  
 
         8            at the time and place herein set forth; 
 
         9                  That the testimonials of the participants 
made  
 
        10            at the time of the hearing were recorded  
 
        11            stenographically by me, and thereafter transcribed  
 
        12            under my direction; 
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        13                  That the foregoing transcript is a true 
record  
 
        14            of the testimonials given by the participants at 
the  
 
        15            public hearing to the best of my ability. 
 
        16                  I further certify that I am in no way 
related  
 
        17            to any party to this matter nor do I have any  
 
        18            interest in the matter. 
 
        19                  Witness my hand and seal this 14th day of  
 
        20            August, 2000. 
                                            
        21                            _____________________________ 
                                      NANCY L. BAUER, Notary Public 
        22                            in and for the State of 
Washington, 
                                      residing at Seattle. Commission 
        23                            expires April 19, 2004. 
                                      WA CCR No. BA-UE-RN-L330B5 
        24             
 
        25             
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